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A faithful NARRATIVE. 


of che moſt wick zo and inyuman TRANSACTIONS of that 


BLOODY-MINDED GANG ef 


Thief-takers, alias Thief-makers, 


MacpaNiEL, BERRY, SALMON, EAGAN, 
alias Ganacan: 


(With 2 curious PRINT of MACDANIEL) 


As alſo of that notorious AccourLicx of theirs, 


Mazy Jaxzs, and Others, 


SHEWING &@ 


T he pranoLicat ARTS by them practiſed, to get innocent 
Perſon convicted for RoßBERIESs, and to ſhare * them- 
ſelves the Rewards paid for fuch Conviftion. 


By what Stroke of Providence it was that the Come ILER at this 
NARRATIVE became acquainted with this Myſtery of Iniguity 
The unwearied DILIOENOE by him made uſe of to ge: to the Bottom of it. 


With the Manner of his Counter-acting thoſe worſt of Villains. 


| Fit, In his taking their Avent Blee, and 
keeping him ſo ſecret as to baffle all their En- 
quiries about him, 


the Proſecutors and their Accomplice Berry. 

Thirdly, His proſecuting theſe Monſters in 
ſo clear and perſpicuous a Manner, that the 

Secondly, In his Watchfulneſs over the other . | Court found them Guilty of every thing laid 
Four at Maidſtone, and ſuffering them to carry | to their Charge: But the Caſe being ſingular, - 
on their Proſecution of the two Lads, Elli and } they were pleafed to cloſe with a SPECIAL 
Kelley, even to the conviction of them Ca- VERDICT, i. e. to ROE Sentence tothe Lordi, 


pitally, and his then Og and ſecuring the Judges. 


$ 
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The 8 the Aunrnex of this Narrative received relative to the Affair of : 
Kidden, who was falily accuſed, convicted, and executed, Feb. 4, 1754. 


His ſearching this, at that Time clouded Villany, to its very Source. The Means 
made uſe of to bring the principal AcTress in this moſt horrid Scene, MARY 
1 to Juſfice. Her Commitment, & e. for che an Murder of . 


EN. 


The whole being interſperſed whh divers other Accounts of a ſimilar N ature, and! 
which cannot but aſtoniſh ory one who conſiders them. | 


22— 


„„ 
High Conſtable of the Hundred of Black-heath, in the County of Kent. 
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YE {SA > N order 7 render the fol. lowing 
Narrative more. acceptable to the 
F 75 Reader, T for a long Time ſolicited 
ww; ſeveral Gentlemen, eminent for 
their Writings, for their Aſſift- 
ane. - Some excuſed themſelves through want of 
Leiſure, and ſome were for exatting ſuch Terms, 
4s were not in my Power to comply vi tb; whilſt 
others, of leſs Avarice though of more Ambition, 
were for relating it, in a Manner I own, I 
could not comprehend, i. e. inVerſe, 


A ier much frui tlef Patigue, T at length 
determined, by the Advice of my Friends, to 
publiſh it without any other Aſſiſtance, and with 
out any other Advantage than plain Truth Am- 
Fly told, to recommend it. 


As the CRNGSALS, who are + the Subj ccrs 'o 
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the Means of bringing the leaſt Odrum i 


3 [ 
to their Actions. The Duty of my Office frff 
led me into this tedious Enquiry; and as an 


een 


luoneſt Man, I could not afterwards decline it. 


 T foobld be ſorry, if my Endeawours to bring 
" theſe Tares-warurs #0 Flies, Huld prove 


n the 
honeſt Thief-taker, or any way tend to the 


l D 22 ouragement of 'the Appre hend: 7g thoſe dar- 


ing and deſperate Felons, which at all Times 
fo notoriouſly infeſt this great Metropolis. = 


The Iaudavle Meafur es, which two worthy 


Magiſtrates for the County of Middleſex take 10 


prevent Villains from eſcaping the Arms of 


'Juſtice, without ſuffering the Apprehenaers of 


them to give Evidence, will, I hope, be Security 
to the Public againſt both hoſe Evils. 


Whatever Labours I have undergone I ſhall 


never think my Time miſpent in the Service of 


the PUBLIC. 


T 
22, 1756, JOSEPH COX, 


A true 
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1 true and frithfut | 


N A R R ATIVE, PI 


H E wicked and diadelical 
Practice of 7 hie f- making and 
Thief taking, and of convicting Is 
poor friendleſs Lads who never 
were Thieves at all, was intro- 
duced (that is, as far as I could 
SS 0 trace it) about twenty Years 
ago; ſince which, it has been carried on in ſome” 


Degree of Proportion to the Increaſe of the Re- 


wards deſigned for the Suppreſſion of Robberies, 
not for making of Thieves. 


As the ſeveral Inſtarices in the Sequel df this 


Narrative are deſigned to ſhew td what an enormous 
Height this Thief-making Art has been carried, it 
* preſumed it will not be diſagreeable to the Pub- 


lic in general, nor to the much injuried Part of 


them in particular, to be informed of the Means 
made uſe of, and the wonderful Manger by which 
this Practice has been diſcovered, and how ſome 


of the Afors therein have been brought to Puniſſi- 
ment, that is, ſuch a Puniſhment as the Laws of 


England can inflict, ng far pore of their De- 


merits. 3 
8 


2 A true and faithful Narrative, &c, _ 
The Render, I flatter myſelf, will be. ſo indul- 
to the Goodneſs-of my Intention as to accept, 
Inſtead bf Ornament, Truth; inſtead of ra 
5 elegance of Stile, a plein Relation of the 
ferent Facts, juſt as they happened; this being 
the Method taken by me to lay open to the Pub. 
lic ſuch Scenes of Villany as were never known to 
be practiſed before in any Country in the World 
and this I ſhall do, notwithſtanding it may draw 
upon me the Reſentment of all Welbwiſhers to the 
 Thief-taking Trade; of whom, though I have great 
Hopes that the Numbers at preſent are but ſmall, 
| yer et 1 know, that their Reſentment is exceeding 5 
8 


eng but: I thank God I am no Ways afraid of I 


Protection on the fame Diviſt Providence, that 5 


\# moſt deſperate of them, and ean ſafely rely 
has fo' plainly and fo wonderfully conducted this 


whole Affair through ſo many Difficulties, and 


brought ſuch a Multitude of Incidents to concur 
| to ka the Guilt of theſe, the Scandal to human 
Nature and Enemies to Mankind, appear as 
plain as the Sun at Noon-day. Without this it 
would not have been poſſible to have convicted 
them, as they could have had the Affiſtance of 
their Friends, and Witneſſes in Abundanee, to 
prove whatever they had Occaſion to prove, as was 
plain by the Evidence that Mary Cary gave,“ who 
I afterwards tried and cb VEded of Panuryy” he 
with ſome Difficulty. 
Before I proceed any 3 Fankelt; I: beg leave to 
. obſerve, J would not be nd to think, that 
every Man who takes a Fhief, is a diſhoneſt Man, 
far from it, for certainly that Man who takes a 
real Thief, with an honeſt Intention of ſerving 
the Public (when it falls in his Way) and gives 
No dare but the T TOS and GUY that, "rakes 
2 da ES 
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A trus and faithful Narrative, &c. 3 
takes no extraordinary Methods to enſnare, en- 
trap, or extort Confeſſion from the poor Wretches 
when they have taken them, is, I 1 highly 
to be commended, py 
With this View (without ſpeakiri of the wo 
Rewards payable by the Act of Par Ade made 
for the Encouragement of the apprehending of 
Highwaymen) many eminent Gentlemen have 
heretofore greatly countenanced, commended and 
rewarded Men, who have profeſſed and proved, 
that they have followed the Practice of 7 hief-tak- 
ing; but how far the Monſters who are the im- 
mediate Occaſion of this Narrative, and a great 
many more whom I could ate) have departed 
from the above Rule; how little they have de- 
ſerved to be countenanced by the aforeſaid Gen- 
tlemen, the following Account will clearly de- 
monſtrate; and inſtead of being cones. 
my wonder indeed has been, at the length of their | 
Reign, and the Succeſs they have met with, eſpe- 
_ cially as they have been long ſuſpected, and ſome 
of thoſe who are now in Taltody twice detected 
(as will appear hereafter) yet never before this 
Time ſufficiently. proſecuted. 
A very worthy-and vigilant Magiffrate for the 
: County: of Middleſex,*' has publiſhed to the World, 
that Thomas Blee; the very Perſon who has been 
the Foundation of all myEnquiries, and the Means 
whereby I traced them to their Spring or Foun- 
_ tain Had that this very Thomas Blee, who was 
Evidence againſt Matdamel and the reſt, came to 
Mr. Fielding ſoon after his Majeſty's Proclamation | 
of an 100. for the apprehending of Street- 
robbers was publiſhed; and offered to make an 
Information, nay brought an Information drawn 
up, in which it was ſet forth, that Macdanic and 
others had obtained two hundred and eighty 
Pounds as Rewards for 1 two innocentMen, 
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4 A true and faithful Narrative, Go. 
Which Information, that worthy Magiſtrate 


thoug ght fit to reject, very unfortunately or the 


Public ; for had he attended to it, his great Wiſ- 
dom and Penetration, muſt certainly have led him 


to a full Diſcoyery of thoſe Practices at that Time; 


and the unfortunate poor Kidden (whoſe Name 1 
thall hereafter have Occaſſon to ſpeak of) would 


have eſcaped their Clutches; but ſo it was, that theſe. 


Villains were ſuffered ſtill to go on in their wick- 


ed Schemes of ſwearing away the Lives of the in- 


nocent and defrauding the Public of the Rewards. 


But there are Reaſons beſides this, which add- 


ed to their Succeſs, and contributed to the 
Duration of their Practices, firſt, the Fear that 


Mankind were under to Attempt to inter- 


poſe, for it muſt certainly be very Deſtructive 
to the peace and quiet of every honeſt Man's mind 
to be liable to be harraſſed with Law-Suits 


(as they could have Witneſſes to prove any 


thing) or to be cut and hackt, or to loſe his Life 
or Limbs by them, whenever they had an Oppor- 


tunity; or to haye his Character aſperſt by every 
Art that they or the Devil himſelf could invent, 


as there is an Example now before the Public in 
the Caſe of Long Ned and Stanley, Thief-taters.s 


And ſecondly 1 it is certain, that a great many, 
who i it is preſumed, had it in their Power to de- 


tect them, got Money by them, and therefore 


would not be diligent to Diſcover their wicked 
Schemes. 


But to proceed. In ie ait Tranſactions, 1 


find, that various have been the Projects by 


them made uſe of to accompliſh their De- 
ſigns ; and ſometimes they have been hardy 
enough to ſwear a Robbery againſt one or more 


Lads, who never were near the Place they ſwore 
them to be at; as was the Caſe of Alexander and 
Pritcherd, and of Baily and Lamel the one be- 
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A true and faithful Narrative, &c. 5 
me almoſt 20 Vears ago, the other 8, which will be 
inſerted in the Courſe of this Narrative; but as Berry 
and his Companions were then detected, it made 
them more wary, and they found it neceſſary always 
to get the Victims to the Place under ſome Pre- 
tence or other, and then they could ſwear the Rob- 
bery whether any was done or not. In order thereto 


they uſed to employ a Perſon of ſome Art and a | 


Confederate: of theirs, to introduce himſelf into 
the Company of thoſe unfortunate and thought- 
leſs poor Creatures {deſperate and artful Villains 
they ſeldom meddling with) and who had been tried 
for ſmall-Offenees at the Old Baihy and acquitted. 
At this Place it was, that the Thref-takers con- 
Qantly attended, that they might have an Oppor- 
tunity of fixing their Eyes upon and becoming per- 
fectly acquainted with their Mark, the Wretch 
whom they had pointed out for Deſtruction ; 
whence wall might it become a ſaying, when ane 
of thoſe poor Cteatures was diſcharged from the 
Old Baily, that they ſhould be ſure of him again 
in a Seſſions or two, for it was impoſſible to 
eſcape the Snares laid for them: The Mark fixt, 
this Agent or Confederate of the hief-tałers orThief- 


makers, which you pleaſe to call them, being well 


- inſtructed, gets himſelf into the unhappyCreature's 
Company, treats them with Victuals and Drink, and 
| afterwards they take an airing together in theEven- 
ing, and himfelf commits a Robbery: on any Perſon 
that ſhall happen to come in his way, ſometimes 
with, and ſometimes without the Knowledge of 
bim, or them who are to be ſworn againſt; the 
Robbery being done, the Confederate draws his 
Companion to a certain Place, (if in Black 
Boy-alley the better, that Spot being famous for 
Thieves at that Time) or to 335 g, As 
before agreed on, 82 the reſt of the Th:ef-takers 
at proper Time come and apprehends them toge- 
ther, their own © onfederate and all; to whom they 


N 


Pm 


6 A bus and fuithfub Narrative; Gr. 


appear to be entire Strangers, and they ars all 
carried before a Juſtice, where they have Art 
enough to get their own Companion admitted an 
| Evidence, and the next Seſſions, which is gene- 
rally in a Day or two, he, they, and the Proſe- 
cutor, whom they take Care to find out, convicts 
the unhappy Wretch ; and the Evidence Confe- 
derate, comes in for Part of the Reward, and 
then ſets up for a Thief-taker himſelf, and 

employs others in the Poſt he has gone through ; 4 

this is quite a different Derivation of à Thief- 
mater to that which ſome People deduce them 
from, and indeed different from what ſome of 


tem really are; for on Enquiry, I find, that ſeve- 


ral of thoſe who were tried and found guilty of the 


| Reſcue at the Gatehouſe, and ſentenced to un- 
'__ dergothree Years Impriſonment in Newgate (where 


no doubt they received a Education) did, after 
their Times were expired, ſet up for themſelves, 
and follow the Trade of 7 bief-taking .* 5 
But to proceed. I find many Inſtances whete ? 
ſometimes two, three, or four Boys have been 
drawn in to be preſent at aſham Houſe- breaking, 


and then apprehended by the Thief - talers; the 


Confederate (as is agreed turns Evidence) con- 
Vvicts the others of a Burglary, and gets forty 
Pounds apiece for the Number of Convicts; and 


this he does with ſuch Artfulneſs as eo deceive the 


Court ; to whom they alt appear to be Strangers. 
Some of theſe unhappy- Creatures have been 
trepanned by remarkable Goods being put in a 
Window, ſome by a Poeket- piece, or other Pieces 
of Money being mark' d and put in a Tilt; to 

either of which the Decoy-duck, as I may call 
him, leads his Companion, takes the Goods and 
then carries them to an appointed Place to diſ- 
pole of the Things ſtolen, where he knows 
the are to be 185 And in order to N this 


Con- 
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. * under a ſtill ſtronger covering che 


Apprehender advertiſeth in ſome one or mote 


of che public Papers, ſuch and ſuch Goods, with 
ſuch Marks, ſtopt; in order as he would have it 


thought, to come at the Owner, though himſelf = 


and the Goods and the Owner, were all enen 
wel acquainted before. 


This hath generally had the Effec dcfired, win. 
to make the Caſe of him who has ſtopt the Goods 


appear clear and fair in the Eyes of the Court. 


And in order more ſurely to prevent a Diſcovery 


of ſuch wicked Machinations, thoſe Exploits were 
| 3 performed a Day or two before the Sef. 


ths or Aſſizes (as I have juſt now noticed) which 


made it next to impoſſible for the Friends of thoſe 


Victims (if they had any) to Diſcover the Contri- 


 vance until too late. As for what the poor Crea- 


tures themſelves faid, it ftood for nothing, 'altho? 


they loudly declared their Innocence, and with 
hee dying Breath would acknowledge they ought 


to die for the Sins of an ill ſpent Life, but proteſt- 


ed their being innocent of the Fact for which. they 
ſuffered. 


I find kkewiſe, a8 thay advariced in tier Wie 


: tice, they made Improvements, and as it ſome- 


times became a Difficulty to get an Agent or De- 
_coy-duck'! that would venture to put his Life iy 
the Power of the Law, for fear that after thi 


Robbery was done (which at firſt was done on 4 


Stranger) fome other Perſons, not in the Secret, 
might ee them firſt, and then the Agent 
might be hanged for Company; and an other In- 
conveniency attended it, which was, that the Pro- 
ſecutor or Perſon robbed, came in for Part ef the 


| Reward; therefore ro remedy that, one of their 


_ own Confederates, was to be the Perſon robbed, 
and the Agent was to draw in one, two, or 


more to take a walk. under different Pretences, 


and 
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and then to rob his Acquaintance, who Was placed 
there on Purpoſe, with ſome remarkable Goods; 
thĩs done, the Thief-takers were to apprehend thoſe 
that were to be hanged for it, hut the Agent was 
to eſcape: And whether thoſe thus decoyed, con- 
ſented to the Robbery or not, it was ſufficlent 
that they were preſent, and the Tief- taterr could 


' ſwear the reſt. And it was always agreed, that 


I the Agent or Decoy-duck was taken up by 
any Information of the others in Cuſtody, which 
indeed they took the beſt Care they could to pre- 
vent, for the ſaid Agent never let his Companions 

know the right Place he lived at; but if by 
Chance it did ſo happen, then the Proſecutor on be- 
ing ſent for was to declare on Oath (if needful) that 
he was not the Perſon that robbed him, and therefore 
he muſt of courſe be diſcharged, and the Perſon 
who accuſed him incur an increaſe of apparent 

Guilt, for accuſing an innocent Man: all that he 

could ſay. to the contrary gaining no Belief. 

- The Reader will perhaps think I have charged 
thoſe Wretches with Crimes that no Man could, 
however degenerated, be guilty of; and be apt to 
think with the old Romans, Who, if Fam not miſ- 

taken, had no Law to puniſh a Son for killing 
| his Father, becauſe they did not think that any 
Son could be ſo wicked; but when they ſhall 
read the following Matters of Fact, they will then 

conclude, that I have not ſaid more of them than 
they have been guilty off. I ſhall now enter up- 
on the particular Account of thoſe notorious 

Wretches Macpanitt, BERRY, SALMON; 
EAN, and Mary Jones, who are che immediate 
Occaſion of this Narrative. 

Sunday, Auguſt 4, 1754, having received Infor- 
mation from Mr. Henry Sargent, one of the Con- 
ſtables of the Pariſh of Greenwich, that he had been 
to e to Og; John Ellis and Peter 
. 
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Anu nd faithful Natrative, &c: - 9 
Kelley, committed by Foſeph Bell, Eſq; for robbing 


one James Salmon, a Breeches-maker on the High- 
way, in the Pariſh of St. Paul, Deptford, in the 


County of Kent, in Company with one Thomas 
Blee, not then apprehended; a Deſcription of 
whom, Mr. Sargent had taken from Kelley, in his 


way to Goal, with Directions where to find him 
the ſaid Blee, vix: near Mr. Dickenſon's Brew-houſe 
in Black Boy-alley ; but which Directions after- 
Wards appeared to be falſe, Blee having given it 
to the ſaid Ellis and Kelley, that they nor no one 


elſe by their Directions, ſhould find the right Place - 


: of his Aboad. 


Mr. Sargent told me lileewile at the fame Time, 
that as ſoon as he came back from Maidſtone, one 
Ralph Mitchell (a Man eminent in the Thief-taking 
Way, and a particular acquaintance of Macdaniel) 


very officiouſly came in his Way, arid to whom 


Mr. Sargent ſhewed the Deſcription of Blee, and 


told 4 it would be a good Jobb for him to ap- 


; 133 the ſaid Bleez Mitchell ſeemingly. em- 


raced the offer, took the Direction, and promiſed 
to uſe his Endeavours to apprehend him, and 


went away, buͤt returned in a ſhort Time, and 


asked Mr. Sargent who the People were that took 


Ellis and Kelley (though it is preſumed he well 


knew) to which Sargent replied, he did not remem- 


ber his or their Names; on which Mitchell: ſaid, 
was it Macdaniel? And being anſwered in the 


Affirmative, he replied, that he would have no- 


thing to do with it, returned the Papers, and 


Went his way. 


N. B. This was on W Au ouf.2 2, and as 


I afterwards found, Mitchell dined with Macdaniel © 
on the Sunday (Blee being preſent) and on the 


Monday Morning came and told me that he had 
been the Day before to look for Blee but could | 
not find him, for that he was run away. | 


0 This 
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This Diſcourſe with $arpent being ended, I aſked 
him why he himſelf did not go and take him, 
for that I thought he ought to be taken by ſome- 


body? His anſwer was, Blackboy-alley was a very 
dangerous Place for any Man to go into, and 


that he did not like to be a Thief-taker, or Words 


to that Purpoſe, and that he would have nothing 


to do with it : On which I propoſed going myſelt 


if he would go with me, this he readily agreed te, 


and as we had both Buſineſs in London the next 
Day, being Monday, we agreed to meet in Jeſt. 


| Smithfield; where being met, and Sargent's Buſi- 


neſs not being done, I undertook to go and find 
the Proſecutor : ; who, according to the account 


given of himſelf when he entered into Recog- 
nizance, and of which I had taken care to inform 


myſelf at Greentich, was, that he was a Leather- 


dreſſer and Breeches-maker, and lived on Saffron- 


hill (which proved afterwards to be falſe, agree- 


able to what J have before intimated, viz. that 
it was always their Practiſe never to give the right 
place of their Abode) I went, not doubting, but 
that I ſhould find him, and that he was a Man = 


of Credit. 


But After making the ſtricteſt Danity, that 


could be made about Saffron-hill, Hatton-wall, and 
places adjacent: and amongſt all the Breeches- 


makers and Leather -dreſſers thereabouts, 1 


found he did not live, neither was he known 
there ; at laſt J was informed that a Breeches- 
maker lived in Shoe-lane, to which place I went and 


found him; I informed him that I had got ſore. 


Account of Blee, the third Perſon that robbed 
him, and that if I took the ſaid Blee, I ſhould 
ſend” for him to Proſecute. He ſeemed, as 1 
| thought, much confounded and trembled. bur 
Taid Fe would go with me to take him, hy id 
not ſay he ne ew him: Thave A Ls ſince, that 


if 


A true and faithful Narrative, Fc. 11 
x aye had ſeen Blee, he would have ſaid that it 
was not he that robbed him, and therefore he- 
muſt be ſet at Liberty ; however, Salmon and I 
went together to Sargent in Smithfield, and ron 
_ thence, going toward Black-boy-alley, I thoug! t it 
would not be proper for Salmon to g⁰ with 1 us, I. 
therefore left him at a public Houſe in Chicł-lane, 
and went into Black-Boy-alley to enquire for Blee;, 
and altho' the whole Affair looked very miſte- 
rious, yet I did not ſuſpect Salmon at that Time: 
Hut after making all the Enquiry there, and in 
places adjacent, that Prudence directed; I was 
led by Providence to a public Houſe on Saffron- 
hill, near the End of Chick-lane; and aſking the 
Landlord if he knew one Thomas Blee, he 
anſwered yes, and that he lived or lodged in 
Scrocp c- court in Holborn, with one Auaclane, and 
was often in his company. 8 
On which it immediately ſtruck me, that as 


5 Macdaniel apprehended Ellis and Kelly, and was 


. thus intimately acquainted with Blee, the Perſon 


that robbed with Ellis and Kelly, it muſt be a con- 
trived Robbery, and done on purpoſe to Convict . 
Ellis and Kelly; in order to get the Reward —_ 


by Act of Parliament. 


This and the other e already men- 
tioned, concurred to confirm me in this Opinion; 
to which 1 ſubjoined, that the Place where the 
Robbery was committed, was juſt within the 
Limits of the Gronmpich Subſcription, which 
would entitle them to 407. extraordinary. On 
this I concluded it would not be Proper to go to 
Macdaniel to aſk for Blee, nor yet to have any 
thing more to ſay to Salmon the proſecutor, ex- 
cepting the telling of him, that we could not 
find Ble. Indeed 1 thought I bad ſaid too much 
to him already, however, it had this good Effet 
when Blee was afterwards taken privately, theſe 


 Thief-tgkers could not believe it, becauſe Salmon 


8 a 2 Was 
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was nat ſent for, and they coneluded nobody elle 
could ſwear to him. 

Thus we thought it would be an Inſtance of ut- 
moſt Prudence to counteract thoſe vileſt of Villains, 
ſtill uſing our conſtant Endeavours privately to take 
bend in order, if poſſible, to come at a full Diſco- 

very of the Truth of this Affair. This was, as I have 
already ſaid, Monday Auguſt 5, and Mr. Sargent and 
I agreed to meet again on the Wedneſday follow- 
ing, for that purpoſe; of which we acquainted. 
Thomas Warren another Conſtable of Greenwich, 


who alſo went with us on that Day. I endeavoured © 


likewiſe to furniſh myſelf with a Warrant againſt 

Blee, but in vain, Ellis and Kelly's Account of 
him not being upon Oath, and after makin 

great Search and Enquiry for the ſaid Blee, — 
not being able to find him, and having no De- 
ſcription but that given of him by Ellis and Kelly, 
and we having Reaſon to think he had altered 
his Dreſs, I determined to get the Aſſiſtance of 
a Man in the Neighbourhood, who upon En- 


* quiry, I found to know him, in order for him to 


ſhew us the ſaid Blee; which on my mentioning. 


my Requeſt to the Man, he readily promiſed, and 


adviſed us to come again the next Day, which 
ve did, being 7 burſday the 87%, but our Friend 
was not able to perform his Promiſe; and after 
ſpending that Day ta no Purpoſe, our Agent 
adviſed us to come again the next Morning very 
early, for he faid he had ſeen him, but as he was 
a ſort of a Thieftaker, and as there were ſo many 
of them thereabouts, and particularly Macdaniel, 
for his Part he was afraid to meddle with them; 
but as he had promiſed to ſhew Blee to us, he 
would if he could. | 
Meeting thus with ſo many 8 it 
began to ſtagger ſome of our Reſolutions, and par- 
ticularly Mr. argent, who thought our Friend had 
betrayed us, therefore declared he would 80 out 
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no more after him, but I perſiſting that if nobody 
elſe would I would go by myſelf, fo long as I had 
the leaſt Hopes of finding bim; in this I was ſe- 


conded by Mr. Warren, who laid he would bear 


me Company. 


We agreed to meet at Deptford Upper walt. 
gate, at four o' Clock next Morning, it being 


near twelve wht we parted that Night; Nam. 
met as per Agreement, we proceeded to our Frien 


in Field-lane, and from thence with him to hunt 
after les, firſt, to Saffron- hill, then to Hatton- 
wall, Hatton garden, Holborn - bridge; and from 


thence as we were going towards Billings-gate as 
the laſt place we could go to; in Newgate-ftreet 
our Friend ſaw him, at the other End of the 


Street, coming towards us, who after pointing 
him out to me, retired up a Court, and we kept 
on our way until we met with and took him the ſaid 


Blee, who, as I expected would, and who according- 


Iy did, with the utmoſt Readineſs make a full and - 
RT - Diſcovery of all thoſe ſecret Contrivances made 


uſe of to ſeduce Ellis and Kelley to be Parties in com- 


mitting a Robbery, and afterwards to betray them 
and ſhare the Rewards; which will appear more fully 


in the Informations eee annexed. As ſoon 


as we had taken him we made directly for the 


Waterſide, took Boat, and went thro' Bridge to 
Greenwich, and by the back ways to the Watch- 


houſe, where we put him in the back part, as the 


moſt ſecret and ſecure, until we could get him 


examined before Juſtice Bell; who was very ready 


and willing to give us all the Aſſiſtance in his 
Power to 0 

a ſcene of Villany; but as the Information itſelf 
will be incerted amongſt the reſt of the Informa- 
tions of all the other Witneſſes, which I propoſe 


to give the Public, it ſufficeth in this Place to 
tay, that Blee accuſed Fohn Berry, Stephen Mac. 


ſaniel, James Eagan, and * Salmon, as the ſole 
8 pntrwers 


orward the Diſcovery of fo uncommon 
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contrivers of this Robbery, to deſtroy John Ellis 
and Peter Kelly, in order to get the Reward. Here 
I cannot help taking Notice, in Juſtice to Blee, in 
order that the Reader may give him ſome Credit, 
that, wicked and abandoned as his paſt Life has 
been, I never yet, upon the ſticteſt Enquiry, have 
had the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect his Veracity in any 
Part of his Diſcoveries. 
Alfter Blee's Information was taken againſt thoſe 
Villains, great Doubts aroſe as to the Manner 
of Proceeding againſt them, and there appeared 
a great likelihood of much Difficulty, and -very 
great Expence to bring the Offenders to Puniſh- 
ment: This did not deter us from being reſolved 
to do the beſt we could to puniſh ſuch notorious 
_ Offenders ; and therefore Henny Sargent, Thomas 
Warren and myſelf, agreed to affiſt each other to 
_ apprehend and proſecute thoſe Monſters ; but, as 
the Gentlemen of the Greenwich Subſcription were 
intended to be cheated by this wicked Scheme; 
I did apply myſelf to ſome of them, with aDeſire 
that they would be pleaſed to take this Proſecu- 
tion into their own Hands, and employ a fit Perſon 
to conduct it, as the Expence and Difficulties attend- 
ing it, appeared much too great for private People 
to bear; but that was declined, and I was left to 
ſtruggle with thoſe Difficulties in the beſt Manner 
I could, or wholly to deſiſt, and leave ſuch Vil- 
lany to remain unpuniſhed, and the Perpetrators 
of it to the repetition of their old Practices; this I 
was determined not to do, and had reſolved if all 
the World forſook me, to rely upon that Provi- 
_ dence which brought me into this Affair, to con- 
duct me to the End of it. 

PDuring this Time, Blee by his own deſire, and 
for the better preventing Berry, Macdaniel, 8c. 
from knowing that he was taken, was kept very 
private for the firſt two Days, in the back Part 
ds the Watch-houſe, and it was Purpoſely g given 


ohe 
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_ Gut that the Perſon fo . confined there, was only 
taken up for a Baſtard-Child. 

Sunday intervening, I took Horſe, being de- 
termined to find out by every Method in my 
Power, whether all that Blee had ſaid and pro, 
poſed to give in Information, was true, for altho* 
Blee was ſtrictly charged by Juſtice Bell to ſay 
nothing but the Truth, yet I was willing to know | 

| how far that could be confirmed by other People, | 
therefore I went to Kent-ſtreet, and to ſeveral other | 
Parts of London for Intelligence, and found to 
my Satisfaction that every Circumſtance corrobo- 
rated. I was likewiſe, determined to go to Tot- | 
tenhani-High-croſs, to know,if the twenty Pounds | 
| Reward had been paid by the Gentlemen there, for 
the apprehending of one Joſhua Kidden mentioned 
in Blee's farther Information, to be a contrived 
Robbery as this was: I was directed to a gentle- 
man in the Commiſſion of the Peace in that Neigh- 
| bourhood, and the Treaſurer of that Subſcrip- _ 
tion *, to whom I related all that I knew concern- 
ing the Robbery committed by Ellis, Kelly, and 
Blee: and all the Perſons concerned therein ; and 
all that Blee ſaid relating to the unfortunate Kidden, | 
and the Difficulties I muſt meet with in proceed- 
ing againſt thoſe Perſons. That Gentleman was 
pleaſed to tell me, that he and the reſt of thoſe in 
the Subſcription, did ſuſpect when it was too late, 
that they were impoſed on in thatunfortunate Man's 
Caſe, and therefore he did enquire thoroughly into 
this Affair, and to do him 5 gave me great 
Aſſiſtance with his Advice throughout the whole 
Profecution. 
|  Hereupon I returned Home greatly ſatisfied | 
with that day's Journey; and the next day 3 
| Ing Monday a the 1 2b, Warrants were 
granted 


. 
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granted to me by Juſtice Bell againſt Macdaniel, 
Berry, Eagan, and Salmon, for being Acceffaries 
before the Fact, in the aforeſaid Robbery com- 
mitted on Salmon; and Blee, was committed to 
Marigftone-goal to give Evidence againſt them, 


but 1 took care not to ſend him, but ſtill kept 
him fecret. Theſe Warrants were not to be 


ſerved until after Jobn Elis and Peter Kelley 


were tried, and then great Care was to be 


taken not to let them (the Thief-takers) eſcape : 

This Method I determined to purſue, but was 
very apprehenfrye, that if Macdaniel, Berry, Sal- 
mon, Eagan, or any of their Friends ſhould: heat 
that Blee was taken, they would none of them 


appear at the Aﬀizes ; and particularly Macdaniel, 


who had evaded being bound over to proſecute, 
and Berry, who was no Evidence; for Salmon, and 


_ Eagan's Evidence, as they could ſwear ſtrongely, 
ſtrengthened by Mr. Sargem's producing the Goods, 
would be fafficient to convict the Lads without 


the two aforementioned. All thoſe Circumſtances 
gave me great Suſpicion and Uneaſineſs, for fear 
55 hear chat Blee Was taken, and ne 


Now, though we had kept Blee very ſecret, yet 


we found it was talked of, and fome of the 7 . 5 


vaters had actually been at Greemvich to enquire 


Atter him, and ſaid they heard that Cox had taken 


him; on which we removed him in the Night, 
from out of the back part of the Watch-houſe into 


Mr. Warren's Garret, and cauſed it to be reported 
the next Day, that the Man for the Barſtard- 
Child had made it up with the Pariſh, and was 
gone about his Bufineſs. 
I likewiſe made uſe of ſeveral ne to 
be informed if they (the Thief-taters) intended to 
80 down to the Aſſizes, and 3 found 


out 
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but the Perſon (a Drummer in one of the Regi- 
ments of Guards) who. happened to be at the 


Black Spread Eagle in Kent-ftreet, when Elis and 


Kelley were taken, and who was ſent by Mac- 


Jani to fetch the Proſecutor, and who went with 


them, together with Macdaniel, Salmon, and Eagan, 
before Juftice Bell, at Greenwich; but who was no 
ways concerned with them in their wicked Prac- 
tices. And I found they had endeavoured to put 


him off from going down to the Afſizes, leaſt he 


| ſhould come in for Part of the expected Reward; 
him I told, that ſhauld Elks and Kelley be con- 


victed there would be a Reward for taking them; 
but that I did likewiſe believe the Proſecutors in- 


| tended to deprive him of his Share of it, however, 
if he would be ruled by me I would ſee that he 


ſhould have Juſtice done him, but that he muſt 
keep it Secret, that he had ſeen me: I likewiſe 


concealed from him the whole of the Diſcovery I 
had made, I then ſent him (properly inſtructed) to 


| Salmon, Macdaniel, &c. to find out if they intend- 


ed to go down to the Aſſizes, and ordered him 
to offer to go with them, or by any other means 


He came back that ſame Monday Night, Aug. 
12, and told me that he had been at Mz 
Salmon's, Ic. and was told that they were gone 


to find out their Intentions. hy, 


into the Country; and indeed that fame Night, 
Macdaniel, Berry, and Ralph Mitchell were at Green- 
dich, making all the Enquiry they could after 


Bler but could not find him, and therefore fond- 
ly hoping (as I preſume) that he had fled, on 


receiving Intimation of our hunting after him, 
they of their own accord propoſed to Henry Sar- 
| gent (the Conftable that had the Goods of Salman 
in his Cuſtody) that they would go down by 


Water and meet him at Maidſtone. 


Tz he next bake mm T 7 5 Aug uſt 13, the Day | | 5 


that 
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that the Judges went down, I ſent the Drummer 
to London again, who on his return gave me good 
Reaſon to think that they the Thief-takers were 
certainly gone down ; and therefore that Night, 
Mr. Sargent, Mr. Warren and myſelf, ſettled the 
Part that each was to Act, viz. that Sargent and I 
vere to go to Maidſtone the next Day, that Sargent 
ſhould immediately join Company with them (the 
Thief-takers) and now and then ſtart a little Diſ- 
pute about the expected Reward ; that Mr. War- 
ren ſhould ſet out the next Night with Blee and 
ſome Evidence, ſuch as might be neceſſary to 
ſtrengthen Blee's Teſtimony (it being intended at 
that Time to apprehend thoſe J. bief-takers and to 
have them tried at the then Aſſizes) and that they 
ſhould go by a private Road, called Rotham-road, 
and ſtop ſhort of the Town of Maidſtone, and ſend 
me private Notice when they had arrived there. As 
for my Part, I was to appear to theſe Thief-takers 
quite unconcerned, but privately to endeavour to 
forward their Bill of Indictment, when they ſhould 
apply for it, in order to bring Ellis and Kelley the 


ſpeedięr to their Trial, that the Thief-takers might - -. - - 


be the ſooner apprehended : all which ſucceeded, 
for Macdaniel happening to be in the Street, 
ſaw Mr. Sargent and myſelf come into Maidſtone 
on Horſeback, and zoubtleſs obſerving no Per- 
ſon with us, nor yet finding Blee in the Goal, the 
| Goaler not knowing any thing of his ſtanding 
committed (for I had kept his Commitment in 
my Hands from the gth of Auguſt to this Time, 
and him very carefully concealed.) Here it may 
not be amiſs to obſerve, the unſearchable Ways 
of Providence, which would not ſuffer ſuch ex- 
ecrable villiany to remain any longer concealed, 
for that which they thought their greateſt Secu- 
rity proved their Deſtruction, viz. their always 
contriving to play off thoſe Schemes, juſt before 
the Seſſions or Aſſizes, that no Diſcovery might 
be made before the Buſineſs was done, and Which 
Was 


— — 
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was now the very cauſe that flung them into the 
Hands of Juftice ; for had the Time been longer 
before the Trials came on, we in all Probability —_ 
could not have kept Blee concealed." 

hut to proceed. They confidently applied for 
their Bill of Indictment againſt Ellis and Kelley on 
Medneſday Night, and it was found by the grand 
Jury on Thur/day morning. It added greatly to 
my Satisfaction to find Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, 
and Eagan were all there; and all on the back of 
the Bill, except Berry, whoſe Perſon at that Time 
I did not 8 and as I intended to apprehend. 
him whilſt the others were giving their Evidence, 
in Court, I therefore introduced myſelf into the 
Company of Macdaviel, and by that means to 
Berry, and to Salmon and Eagan, and kept them. 
Company with Mr. Sargent part of that Afternoon. 
I received Notice likewiſe, that Mr. Warren, 
Blee, and the Evidence were arrived at a ſmall- 
public Houſe near the Town, where they had con- 
cealed themſelves, and waited for further Direc- 
tions: I found moreover, that the Trial of Ellis 
and Kelley would be the ſecond after Dinner; and- 
as Berry was not on the back of the Bill, I. con- 
| cluded, that he would not be in Court; and think- 
ing 1 ſhould want Help, I went to Mr. Warren, 
and we concluded, that he, Warren, ſhould leave 
Blͤlee under the care of the Coachman, and come 
i himſelf to our Aſſiſtance, in the duſk of the Even- 
ing: and as I ſuſpected, Jo it happened; for - 
when the Evidence aner Ellis and Kelley ſtood 
ready to be called into Court, it being very dark, 
Berry ſhuffled about from Place to Place, and 
mixed ſo often with the Crowd that L loſt him 
once; but ſoon found him again, yet was re- 
ſeolved not to take him until the others were ſafe 
in Court, which ſoon after happened; and then 
I went to him in the upper Court, where he ſeem- 
ed to have concealed himſelf, and asked him to 
Wy. = 80 
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go and drink, which he complied with, and we went 
to the Bell Im, and Mr. Warren following us 
cloſe (for that Purpoſe) we ſecured him without 
any Noiſe, and ſet a Friend of mine to keep him 
ſafe and private, with poſſitive Orders not to ſuf- 
fer him to ſend a Meſſage to any one before our 
Return, which was ſtrictly complied A 
This dont, Warren and I went into Court, to 
be ready with Sargent, in order to ſecure the other 


three, when convenient; and I placed myſelf for 
that Purpoſe cloſe behind Macdaniel, who want- 
ed (as foon as he had given Evidence) to go out 
of Court, but I prevented that under Pretence 

that I could not make way for him on Account 
of the Throng, being determined not to let him 


get out; and being likewiſe unwilling (if I could 


help it) to Difcover what I wanted, leaſt the Jury 


on their perceiving it ſhould be prejudiced againſt 


. the Evidence, and acquit the Lads, which would 
have ſpoiled the whole Affair. We continued in 


that Poſture until all the Evidence was gone 


_ thorough, and then the Cryer of the Court bid 


them all go down ; which as they were preparing 
very readily to obey, forced me to ſeize on Mac- 


daniel, and with the Help of Mr. Sargent and Mr. 


Warren, we ſecured not only him, but Salmon and 


Eagan alſo; and Mr. Warren, whilſt J held Mac- 
daniels Right- hand, diſarmed him of his long and 
dangerous Knife, which Blee had given me an 
Account of before J ſtill concealed the Reaſon 


of apprehending, them, until the Judge had given 


his Charge to the Jury, and they had brought 


Jo bn Ellis and Peter Kelley in Guilty; and then 
I acquainted his Lordſhip, that I had Warrants 


from Juſtice Bell againſt Stephen Macdaniel, Fawmes 


Salmon, and James Eagan, the three Perſons whom 


I had preſumed ta take in Court ; and likewiſe 


againſt John Berry, whom I had alſo juſt taken, 


- and m in ſafe © Vage, for being AcceMſaricy 


before 
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before the Fact, for that ſame Robbery; that is, 
for contriving it, and directing how it ſhould be 


get the Reward. I then produced the Warrants; 


and after they were read in Court, and ſome 


Queſtions aſked by his Lordſhip, he was pleaſed 
to order me to take Care of the Priſoners for that 
Night (it being very late) and ordered the Of. 
ficers of the Court to Aſſiſt me; and on my Ap- 


Plication, he likewiſe ordered me to take Care 


of, and keep (till the Priſoners were tried) the 
two pair of leather Breeches, the Handkerchief, 


| Knife and Fork, Tobacco-box, and Pocket-piece, 


which Salmon had been robBett off, in order to 


produce them on their Trial : the Tobacco-box 


and Pocket-piece being Macdaniels, as will here- 
after appear. 


The next Day (being Friday the 16th) J carried 

5 them before Abrabam Tilghman, Eſq; and a great 
Number of other Juſtices who were aſſembled 

there on. Account. of the Aſſizes; and he com- 

mitted James Salmon, to the County-goal for a 

Miſdemeaner in contriving to have himſelf rob- 


” bed, in-order to Defraud ; and he was told, thax 
he was Bailable, but it was put down in his Com- 


mitment that he ſhould give me timely _—_ 


| done, in order to draw in Ellis and Kelley, and to 


— 


of the Names of his Bail, and where they lived 4 


that I might enquire into their Character an 


make my Objections to them, if I had any. 
Berry and Eagan were committed for being Ac- 


ceſſaries in the aforeſaid Robbery : and Mardaniel | 


was committed (but aceording ro His Requeſt) 


for further Examination, he declaring himſelf eap- 
able to make ſome Diſcovery, which would be of 
Benefit to the Public: Which notable Diſcovery 


(as I was afterwards informed) was, that he Mar- 


daniel would have made out, that Berry wrote 
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of Leiceſter, Poſt-maſter-general. relating to the 
taking down of Stockdale and Fohnſon, who were 


| were executed the Summer before this Diſcovery . 


was made, for robbing and ſhooting thePenny-Poſt- . 
man near Endfield, and afterwards: hung in Chains. 
Which Letters had induced the ſaid Earl of Lei- 


 Cefter to publiſh five hundred Pounds Reward 


for the. Diſcoverer of the Author; and their De- 


ſign was afterwards to get a Robbery ſworn againſt 


any Perſon of a bad Character whom they ſhould 


fix on; and being provided with a Warrant and 


Conſtable, they ſhould in the hurry of apprehend- 
ing him convey the ſaid Copies of the two Letters 
wrote with the ſame Hand, privately into the Man's 


Pocket, and afterward bid the Conſtable ſearch 
* him; and he finding them. ſo naturally, they 
were to ſwear, he on whom the Letters were found 


wrote them, and by that Means to get the five 


hundred Pounds. 


This Information of Macdanie? s had the effect 
to induce the Government to ſend down the Solli- 
citor of the Poſt- Office, to examine him, but they 
did not proceed any further, and Macdaniel was 


committed as an Acceſſary, as Berry and Eagan 
had been before. 


Theſe Men being diſcovered and apprehended, 
as I have related, Auguſt 15, 1754, and not. 


tried until the 1 of March 1755, that Time 


was employed” (as Opportunity would permit) to 
find out and collect together, by Blee's Informa- 


tion and otherwiſe, proper Evidence, to ſupportand 


tocorrobrate the whole of Blee's Teſtimony z for as 


he was an Accomplice, his own Evidence unſup- 


ported would not convi them; and therefore 1 
intend to lay before the Public (as their Trials 
are now over) the Information of all the Witneſſes 
againſt them, as I took them from their own. 
Mouths long before the Trial; and from which 


| the Briefs for Council were : drawn, and which 


Infor- 


> 
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Informations are all ſigned by the Parties them- 
elves; + - 
But before 1 rocetd, I hope. i it may not be 
diſagreeable to my Readers, to let them know 
the Particulars of the Attempt of Macdaniel to 
break out of Maidſtone Goal, which ſeems in the 
Thread of this Diſcourſe to come moſt properly 
into this Place, and which are as follows: 
Macdaniel being confined in the ſame Ward with 
one John Conftable (under Sentence of Death for a 
_ Highway Robbery, but reprieved) and another 
Priſoner; meditated an Eſcape, and that it might 
be kept a Secret, Macdaniel thought proper to 
ſwear his Companions on a Bible which they had 
in the Ward, the Scheme being agreed on, Con- 
fable who was a Clock or Watch-maker, knew 
what tools were beſt adapted to cut their irons off, 
and where they were to be had, and having an 
Acquaintance in London, one William Savage a 
Shoemaker, and a young Fellow juſt out of his 
_ Apprenticeſhip, him they ſent for, under Pretence 
of having an Affair of Conſequence to communi- 
cate ; and on his coming to them, they gave him 


| Money and proper Inſtructions to go to Fofter- 


lane, London, to purchaſe three Spring-ſaws in 
Frames, and two Files; Macdaniel furniſhed kim 
likewiſe with a great Coat, and a Letter to his 
dear and loving Wife, whom he purchaſed at a 


Price which we doubt not to have been i. | 
full Value of her; to deſire her to contribute 


ſomething towards helping them to Horſes for 
the intended Eſcape ; but ſhe not being over ready 
to comply, and the Goaler receiving ſome Inti- 
mation of what was intended, watched the Return 
of the Meſſenger ſo dexterouſly, that he ſurprized 
him in the Goal, with the Implements upon him; 
for which he was tried and convicted, and after- 
wards tranſported ; and poor Macdaniel not only 
diſappointed of his Hopes, but ſtrongly ironed 
and cloſely confined for the future, both in Maid- 


ſtone 
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ane Goal and in Newgate, to which place he andf 


the reſt were afterwards removed by Habeus Corpus, 
to take their Trials at the Old Baily, upon the 


Statute of the 47h and gb of Philip and Mary, c. 4. 
which ſays; Every Perſon that ſhall maliciouſiy Com- 


mand, Hire, or Counſel any Perſon or. Perſons to 
commit, or do any Robbery, in or near auy Hi igh-way, 


in this Realm of England, and be thereof convicted, : 
Hall not bave Benefit of Clergy. | 


And by the Statute of the 3d and ach of Willians 


and Mary c. 4. which ſays, That all and every 
' Perſon or Perſons, that ſhall Comfort, Aid, Abet, 


Aſt, Counſel, Hire or Command any Perſon to Rob 
another, foal be excluded from the. Benefit of their 
Cl 


ler. 
This being the Law, the following e 


tions will ſnew how far the abominable Wretches 


whom we have under Conſideration, are obnox- 


 Jous thereto. Blee being foremoſt in e £499, 


we ſhall begin with him, 


0 The Ss af 1 Blee, of 8 Pariſh of 


St. Andrew, Holborn, Breeches-maker, taken 
upon Oath before JosxyRH BrLL, Eſq; one of his 
_ Majeſty's Juſtices of * Peace for the County 
of Kent is as follows : 


er to 8 „ | 
H Informant ſoith, that about four Weeks 5 
| fence, or upwards, Stephen Macdaniel of 
Scroop's-Court, in the ſaid Pariſb, of St. Andrew 
deſired this Informant to give a good look-aut, to get a 
Couple to go upon the Scamp; and that it ſbould be twenty | 


Pounds in his way: meaning, for this Informant to 1 


get, or intice into his Company two Lads, or Men, 
to Rob with him on the Highway, and afterwards 
to betray the ſaid two Perſons to the ſaid Macdaniel, 


their 


aud . the Reward, which was to be expetied upon 
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their being convifted : and in order thereto, the ſaid _ 
. Macdaniel did frequently afterwards go with this 


Informant, into. the adjacent Fields about the Town, © 
| to ſeek for ſuch Perſons as they ſbould think fit for 


. their ſaid Purpoſe, but could not meet with any, 

And this Informant ſaith, that he met the ſaid 
Macdaniel, and John Berry of Hatton-wall, near 
Hatton-garden ; ; James Salmon of Shoe-line, 
London, Breeches- maker; and James Eagan of 


Drury- lane, London, n all of whom 


were preſent with, and did hear the ſaid Macdaniel 
mate the above Props ſal to this Informant, at ſeve- 
ral different Times and Places in order to concert 


Means to put this their A Scheme into Execu- 


F 

And this Informant ſaith, that about a fortaight 
ince, he met with John Ellis and Peter Kelley 
(not Priſoner in his Majeſty's Goal at Maidſtone, 


for a Highway Robbery) in Fleet-market; and 
as this Informant knew them to be Youths of bad Life 
and Converſation, and a Judged them fit for 


. the purpoſe, be joined with them in company, a 


after treating them with Liquor at divers times, be 
Propoſed to them ta go to Deptford to ſteal ſome 
Linen, which they readily acquieſced in, and came to 
this Informant on the Thurſday following, according 


Io appointment for that Purpoſe ; but this Informant 


put them off till the ſucceeding Monday, by the Di- 


_reftion of the ſaid Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon and 
Eagan, who had all at different times ſeen the ſaid 
Ellis and Kelley, and approved of them as fit for the 


Purpoſe; and judged that Monday would be the moſt 


proper Day to have the Robbery committed on, left if 
the ſaid Ellis and Kelley ſhould be apprehended on Sa- 


turday, and ſhould be detained any where near Lon- 
don, all that Day and Sunday, ſome Circumſtances | 


gut appear to render their Scheme Aborlve. 


Ny 5 
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Aud this Tiformiant ſaith, that be met the ſaid Ellis 
and Kelley on the appointed Monday; and that in 
Aeir Way to Deptford, be called at tbe Bell in The 
"Burrough (as had been before agreed upon) where 
was Berry and Salmon, whom be at that time tobte 
"20. Notice of. 

And ibis Tiftrmant ſaith, that as it bad Been t0n- 
terted Between them, + ſaid Macdaniel, Berry, Sal- 


mon and Eagan; that the intended Robbery Jhould ze 


; Committed ſomewhere between New-crbis Turnpike und 
Deptford; ; in order to intitle them to the Rewntd 
Sven for apprebending High-way Robbers, by the 
Pariſh of Faſt-Greenwich, and other adjoining Pa- 
viſbes in the ſaid County; this Informant tobk the ſaid 


Ellis and Kelly with him to a publick Houſe, known 
by the Sign of the Ship, in Deptford aforeſard, where 


"the ſaid Berry and Salmon bad alſo appointed that 
"they would be; but on this Informant not ſeeing "them 


b ter laying ſome Time, he left the ſaid Ellis 
and Kelly at the Sign of the Ship aforeſaid, and went 
cout to look for the ſaid Berry and Salmon; and 
 baving found the ſaid Berry, he Berry counſelled this 


Informant to return to the ſaid Ellis and Kelley, and 


told him "that Salmon "ſhould follow immediately: 


" this" informant obeyed the Order, and ſaith that "the | 
faid Salmon did fron after come into the ſaid Sign of 
*the- Ship, and called for ſome Beer, and ſtaid there 
for near an Hour; during which Time, this Informant 


treated the ſaid Ellis and Kelley with Brend and 
+  Cheefe, and Beer and Gin; and Jipon the ſaid Salmon's 


going away, which was in the Duſt of the Evening, 
' this Informant, and ſaid Ellis and Kelly immediately 


followed him, in order to Rob him in "the fo E 


venient Place. 525 
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1 This lg a. at the Bell had 8 wi N SIRE, 4har 
"Simon and Berry might be ſure their Scheme Was carrying 
vn and haſtening to : | | 


wad 


* 
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Heafurtber ſaith, ibat the ſaid Salmon Pope 2 
polite to the four mile Ss batween Deptford. 7270 
Newrcroſs Tupile; under a Pretence ta.Urine, 10 
ix onder that his Informant, and ſaid Ellis and Kel- 

ley. might,overtake him the. ſaid Salmon, a jw him, 
there: and this Informant ſaith, that tte, accords. 
ingly come up with the ſaid Salmon there; and ibis 
Informant, without his, or the ſaid. Ellis or Kelley 
Producing. any. Weapon, or making. Uſe of, any. 170 
to, the ſeid Salmon, took from, under. the, ſaid Sal: 
man's. Arm, two, Pair of Leather. Breeches, which, - 
hag. been, purpeſely marked with & particular. Mart in, 
the. Pocket, or. Maiſtband, and tied. up in, a Linen, 
Handterchief; aubich was alſo particularly marked at. 
the.Corners :. and that the ſaid Kelley took, out of tbe 
ſaid.Salmon's. Packet, a. claſp. Knife and Fork, und. 
an Tron obacco-bax, aubich was the ſaid Macdaniel's;, * 
But as it was a very remarkable one, He leni to the 

ſeid Salmon, on thai Occalon; and which had in it two, 
Wullings and. Sixepenge- iu Silver a. Silver. Pocket. 
diece, alſo purpoſely marked, th, a, Tool, belonging 
o the ſaid Eagan; and aith that they immediately 
upon this left the ſaid. James. Salmon who had tamely 
ſubmitted himſelf to. be. robbed, as had been * 
an, as aforeſaid. 
And this, Informant ſaith, that after they bad fo 
robbed and left the. ſaid Salmon, as aforeſaid, this. 3 
formant and ſaid, Ellis and Kelley went. and lodged, 
in Kent ſtreet, Southwark as before agreed upon; 
and that this, Informant early in the. Morning, took, 
the ſaid Ellis and Kelley. with him ta. the Sign of the 
Black- Spread-Eagle i in Kent-ſtreet aforeſaid ; where 
this. Informant had agreed with ſaid Macdaniel, Ber- 
ry, Salmon and Fan to bring them, in order that. 
Ellis and Kelly might be there taken; and. this In- 
formant ſaith that about 7 Clock in the Morning of” 
the. ſaid Day; the ſaid Eagan came in as if by Ac 
Gent, and. this Informant told: the ſaid, Ellis and 
E 2 Kelley 
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Kelly, that that man, meaning Eagan, dealt at 


| Ragg-fair, and would probably buy the Breeches; and 
Ibis Informant asked the ſaid Fagan, if he would buy 
Some Leather Breechess and he, the ſaid Eagan, agreed 


to give them five Shillings for them, and to bind the 
Bargain, the ſaid Eagan, gave aged one ers. 
Earneſt. 

Immediately after this, Fagan called for a Half 


penny worth of Tobacco, and ſaid he had loſt his Box 
and wanted one, with an Intent that the ſaid Ellis 
and Kelley ſbould produce the Tobacco Box, which © 
this Informant and they had robbed Sallmon off ; and 
which they did produce, and the ſaid Fagan bought 


the ſame of them for a Pot of Two-penny. 


And this Informant ſaith, that the ſaid Eagan af- 
ter Break-faſting with them went out, under Pretence 
of getting the reſt of the: Money to pay for the ſaid 
Breeches; and tpis Informant ſome time afterwards 
followed him, under Pretence to get ſhaved, and went 
to another Ale-houſe in Kent-ſtreet, where he had 
agreed to meet the ſaid Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, 
and Eagan, whom he found there; and the ſaid Mac- 
daniel and Eagan immediately went and ſecured the 
ſaid Ellis and Kelley; with all the Things of which 
the ſaid Ellis and Kelley, and this Informant, had 
robbed the ſaid Salmon of, as aforeſaid, in their 
Cuſtody, except the ſaid Tobacco-Box, which the ſaid 
Eagan had purchaſed of them as aforeſaid. 8 
And this Informant ſaith, that he hath at ſeveral 
times ſince been in Company with the ſaid Macdaniel, 
Berry and Salmon, both together and ſeparately, __ 
difcourſed with them about the ſaid Robbery, and that 
they have all ſeverally encouraged this Informant, and 


told him that ſhould he be impeached or ſuſpected; the 


ſaid Salmon would not appear againſt him, and al. 
days expreſs their Satisfaction of their Succeſs in this 
 Enterprize, promiſed to ſhare the Reward uſually al. 
ee 2 Att of Parliament, and the Subſcriptionary 

Reward 


- 


A true and faithful Narrative, &c. 29 
Reward as a foreſaid; among them the ſaid Macdaniel, 
Berry, Salmon, Eagan and this Informant. 

And laſtly, this Informant ſaith, that the aforeſaid 
Robbery was ſolely contrived with Intent to convitt 
the ſaid Ellis and Kelley, and to bet the Jevetal K Re- 
wards as aforeſaid, 

Signed by S | 
| THOMAS BLEE. 
Sworn the 12 of Auguſt 1754. 5 
before Juſtice BELL. 


1 de it will not be Sifagrecable to my 
Readers to find annexed hereunto ſome Particu- 
lars which for the ſake of Brevity were omitted, 
or not fully enlarged upon in Blee's Information; 
but were afterwards taken from his own Mouth, 
vi. that after theſe Thief-takers alias 7 hief- makers, 
had concerted the Scheme for drawing in a couple 
of unthinking Youths to join in committing this 
ſham Robbery , after Blee had pitched upon Ellis 
and Kelley, the two Lads we have been ſpeaking. 
of; Eagan had a Deſire of going down the Fleet- 


- market (a Place where they ſpent many of their 


+ | well. 


idle Hours) that he might have Sight of them, 
| which he did, and ſaw this Informant talking with 
them, and giving them ſome Halſ-pence, as had 
been before appointed to buy them ſome Gin: 
After which, this Informant and Eagan joined 
Company and and went together to Macdaniel's 
Lodgings, where Eagan ſwore by the Great God, 
that they (meaning the Lads) would do very 


Hereupon Eagan and Berry who was with 

the ſaid Macdaniel, propoſed that Blee ſhould get 
the Lads into the Artillery-Ground that After- 
noon, that he the ſaid Macdaniel, and Berry, and 
Salmon alſo, might have ſight of them : On which 
this Informant and Berry went to the Plum-tree in 


Plum- 
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Plum: tree-court (a Paſſage leading out of Shoaer lane 
near unto Holborn- bridge), and beckoned to: Sal- 
mon as they went by his Shop, who followed them 
there, and Berry told him that this Informant lee 
had got two that he belieyed would do, that the 
ſaid Berry was to have Sight of them in the Artil- 
tery-ground that Afternoon, and then would let 
them know further ; after which this Informant 
| parted from Berry and Salmon, and went in Com- 
pany again with Ellis and. Kelly, who on this, In- 
ormant”s propofing it, readily went with him to 
_ the Ariillery-ground, where Berry and Mucdaniel taok 
2 full View of them; and: afterwards. taking an 
Opportunity, told this Informant, that they, would 
do very well for the Purpofe of: robbing Salmon. 
for that they, had done over, leſs than they before 
now, meaning Newmarn.and: March, Berry,likewiſe 
gave this Informant Six- pence to treat them with, 
and bid them keep, him Company and not loſe 
them: but to ſound: them by ſaying: he knew, of 
a fine Parcel of Eully, the cant Word for Linen, 
at Deptford: to aſk them to aſſiſt him and: others, 
of whom mention will be made hereafter to 
fteal it. This was done, becauſe: it was nor 
thought proper, as yet, to propoſe to them 
to rob on the High-way; which, leſt they 
| ſhould not conſent to go purpoſely upon, was 
deferred till juſt the time that the Fact was to 


be committed. 


One thing very remarkable happened whilft 
they were in the Artillery- ground, as this Informant 
ſaith, viz. there was a Hurley Burley of a Pick- 
pocket's being Duck'd, in the Pyde-horſe-yard, 
which proved to be Fohn: Ellis; whereupon Mac- 
daniel ſaid to this Informant, he is our chief Man, 
go after him, fee where he 'goes, be careful that 

you do not loſe him: Whereupon the Mob be- 
ing diſperſed, this Informant went to him in 


„ „ @-& - SÞ Þ 
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order to cheer him a little, and again gave him 
Money to buy ſome Gin and Parted for that 
Night, and on Fridey mer bim and Kelly again, 
and on Saturday did the fame, and after parting 
with them, (and as it had been agreed that the 
intended Robbery ſhould be committed on the 
Monduy following) he this Informant was ordered 
by Berry, who gave him Six-pence for that Pur- 
poſe, to go into Kent-freet and look for, and fix 
on, ſome mean Ale-houſe às a proper Place to 
decoy the Lads too, after the Robbery ſhould 
be done, in order to have them apprehended. 
And he this Informant went, and found theBlack- 
ſprtad- Eagle, which he judged very fit for the 
Purpoſe, and reported it as ſuch to Berry who 
approved thereof; and the next Morning being 
Sunday, he this Informant, met Eagan by accident, 
Who told this Informant that he had ſeen Berry, 
who had ordered him the ſaid Eagan to be at the 
*Black-ſpread- Eagle on Tueſday Morning early, and 
gave him, this Informant, a Half-penny to buy 
Kim a Dram, and the ſame Day this Informant 
ſaw Ellis and 'Kelly and treated them, and fixed 
the next Day to go to Deptford, and agreed to 
meet on the Morning at ſix o' Clock in the Fleet- 
*'market, here they proceeded as hath already 
been ſet forth in this Informants Information. 

This Informant went as had been agreed, to 
the Vhite-bear, another public Houſe in Kent. 


ſtreet, to give Notice that then was the Time to 


take Ellis and Kelly, but not finding Macdaniel, &c. 
there, he was beckoned by Eagan, to a public 
Houſe over the way; to which he went up Steps, 
and that on the left Hand as you go in is a Box, 
where was preſent, Macdamel, Berry, Salmon and 
Eagan, and they had had Beacon for Breakfaſt, 
that on Macdaniel and Eagan's going away to take 
Allis and Kelley, he, Blee, went towards the Bo- 
. OTIS rough, 


or 
* 
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ron gh, and left Salmon and Berry there; and that 


he 1 a conſiderable Time at the Bell in the 
Borough for Berry, who at laſt came, and they 


went home together: and going along, or whilſt 
they were togethefy Berry told im the ſaid Blee, 
that the ſaid Salmon had refuſed to conſent to be. 
robbed for fear the two Lads ſhould uſe him il] ; 


unleſs he the ſaid Berry would place himſelf near at 
hand, which he did, and actually was behind 


the four mile Stone whilſt the Robbery was done, 


and aſked the ſaid Blee if he did not ſee him the 
faid Berry there. 


Fw B. The four mile Stone is on W oppoſite 8 


| fide of the Road from the E ootway, at about 70 
yards Diſtance, near to which are Trees and 
Buſhes, very convenient for that Purpoſe. 


Blee further ſaith, that before the Robbery was 


5 done; ; by the Advice of Macdaniel and Berry, he 
ſuffered his Beard to grow very long, and Berry 


gave him an old great Coat and Wigg which 


made him look very old; but after that was 
over, by their Advice, he left off his great Coat, 
and Wig, and got clean ſhaved, and went in his 


Waiſtcoat; and Macdaniel gave him a Cooper's 
Apron, which he wore when taken ; ; that the 
Night before he was taken he lay at Berry's, and 


| alked him the ſaid Berry, if he thought he might 
go out with Safety, and was anſwered yes, as 


it was o early in the Morning. 


; „ 


Signed, | Ns B 
THOMAS BLEE. | 


= 
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The unn of Mrs. Elizabeth Progiat, who 
Keeps the Ship Ale-houſe at Deptford, ſetteth forth: 


HAT on the twenty-ninth of July laſt, three Men 
or Lads (whoſe Perſans ſhe very well remembers) 


and whoſe Names, as ſhe now 1s informed, are 


Thomas Blee, John Ellis, and Peter Kelley, caue 
10 her Door, and called for a Pint of Beer, and ſat 
on the Bench at the Door a conſiderable Time; ſbe 
ſaith ſhe had not a very good Opinion of them, which 
made her take the more Notice, being afraid they 


would go away without paying; but at laſt they came 


into the Houſe and ſat down in \the Box, that ſhe 


particularly noticed Thomas Blee, who had a long 


carroty Beard, a Wie, and an old great Coat on; 


and who went out very often, under Pretence to make 
Water, and ſome times to. enquire for ſome Man 
whom ſhe did not-knew ; but that ſoon after the laſs 


time he went out, in came a Man whoſe Perſon ſhe 
likewiſe well remembers, and whoſe Name ſbe now 


finds is James Salmon ; "be bad ſmall bundle under 
His arm, he called for a Pint of Beer, and placed 
himſelf upon his Legs, for a conſiderable Time, by the 


fide of the Dreſſer, and right facing and very near to 


_ the ſaid Blee, Ellis and Kelley, who at that time 
had pot 'a Quart f Beer, and Bread and Cheeſe, 


before them. 


The ſaid 3 ſhe ſaith, food talking about 


going to London, and loytering away bis time, ſome- 


times fitting and ſometimes landing, in all about an 


hour or upwards, until it was dark : She remembers 
that ſhe was apprehenſive he would ask for Lodging, 
and ber Beds were all beſpoke ; ; ſhe thought it very 


odd that a Man who was going to London, ſhould 


ſtay, when he had no buſineſs ſo to do, till it was dark ; 


however he went away with out asking for Lodging; 
and Thamas Ble, F Ellis and. Peter Kelley 
. | 


* 
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went ſoon after him; Blee 74 changing half a Crown 
| 2 pay the Reckoning, 4 A each 4 Dram of 
in. 

She ſaith, that the £4 Day John Ellis, and Peter 
Kelley were brought Priſoners to her Houſe, by a 
Man whoſe Perſon ſhe., well remembers, and whoſe 
Name is Macdaniel. 

At that Time The took the faid Macdaniel to be a 
Conſtable; he brought the Lads into ber Houſe, and 
asked her if. ſhe did not, remember them two Lads being 
there laſt Night ? She anſwered, yes, very well; and. 
that there was another with them, with a carroty 
Beard; he then bid her look at the Man at the Door 
' (which was Salmon) and ſee if ſhe knew him, ſhe 
anſtvered, yes, very well ; that he. was there likewiſe, 
and that they went away all , or very ſoon 
after each other. 
There was with Macdaniel one whom ſhe ith, ſhe 
found to be 4 Drummer, and whom he the ſaid Mac- 
daniel bid to: take Notice of what this Informant ſaid ; 
and Joſe that. after this, they all went a9 Aber 
na Lien mek. = 

Signed: by vi 
7 Iz. PRAGNAL, 


5 The Wente *. Tama of the — - | 
NN of e Drummer, ſetteth forth; 


F July 12ft, being then quar- 
tried at the Blackſpread-Eagle in Kent: ſtreet, 
he Abe ſaid Cormack came down between eight 

and ning Nock in the Morning , ond obſerved three 
Men or Leds, in the Box cating and drinking, whoſe 
Perſans he very well remembers, and whoſe Names 
Kaley. to be Thomas, Ble. John Ellis, and Peter | 
elle 
After that they bad 420 Eating, Thomas Blee 
( Wyo ck a Jong carroy-Beard, ang wore a flouch 
Hai „ 
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Hat, a Wiz, and a great Coat of a lightiſh colour) 
ſaid he would go and get ſhaved, and inimediately went - 


away; after he had been gone eight or ten Minutes, 


or a little more, in came a Man in aarkiſh Clothes, 
nee Name is Macdaniel, and laid hold of Kelley 
2 ſat in the Box next him, and ſaid come out you 
Black-guard Dog, you Thief, &c. which Words made 
him, ( 755 Informant) take Notice; and he then ob- 

ſerved another Man, whoſe Name is James Eagan, 
on the farther fide of the ſame Box, who did not Teem 
to know Macdaniel ; this made him, this Informant, 
ask what was the Reaſon. that he abuſed the Lads in 


that manner? Macdaniel anſwered, he had got a 


Warrant againſt them for robbing a Man the Night 
before, juſt by the four-mile Stone near Deptford, 
and immediately charged this Informant to aid and 
effift him to ſecure them, on which (this Informant 
taking him to be a Conſtable) told him if that was the 
Caſe he wwould aſſiſt him, and did and told him there 
was another, who was but juſt gone out : But Mac- 


daniel replied, there was one aft. him, who would 


take him before long. 
Macdaniel then ſearched Peter Kelley, a took 
from him a Silver Pocket-piece, one Shilling and a 


\ Claſp-knife;, the Pocket-piece he ſhewed to this In- 


formant, and bid him take Notice. that it was marked 
in the Middle. He likewiſe ſearched John Ellis, 

but found nothing about him ; he then tied the faid 
 Fllis and Kelley togetber. 
During this J > anfoBlion the more d Tarats Fagan 
ſat in the ſame Box oppoſite unto them, and I obſerved 
a check Handkerchief tied up with Something in it, 
lying on the Table by Eagan ; : Macdaniel laid bold 


of the ſaid Handkerchief,, and asked Eagan what he 


Had got there? Fagan anſwered, it was his, he had 
bought it, and that he, Macdaniel, had nothing to 
do with it, "ay wm" Pry to be Strangers to each 


other, 
Og. Macdaniel 
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Macdaniel then defired this Informant to go 10 


. -the Elephant and Caſtle, and there, ſaid be, you will 
find an elderly Man with @ lightiſh 
Coat, and bis gwn curled Hair, and another Man 


coloured ſurtout 


fitting along with him, in a Box on the left Hand as 
you enter the Door; my Buſineſs was, ſaith this In- 
formant, to tell him, the ſaid: elderly Man, to come 


to him, Macdaniel immediately: This Informant went 


as directed, and ſaw the man he was ſent for, who proved 


#0 be Salmon; and likewiſe faw Berry fitting in the 
Left Hand box, whoſe Perſon he very well remembers, 
And this Informant ſaid to Salmon, ¶ believe qou are 
the Man I want; there is a Man at the Black- ſpread- 


Eagle that wants you ; and Berry made anſwer, aye, 
aye, go along with him, he did fo, and in going along, 
J asked him what was the Matter? He told me he had 


been robbed the Night before, near the four-mile Stone, 
Y Depttord ; of one Guinea in Gold, two Shillings 
and Six-pence in Silver, a Silver Pocket- Piece, a 


Tobacco-box, a Claſp-Knife and Fork, two pair of 
Leather Breeches tied up in a Linen Handkerchief, and 


if they were his, he ſaid, they were marked with 
I. S. and the figure 4 under the right Hand Pocket, 
and the Handkerchief was marked with an eylet-bole 

at each Corner. 


Hearing of this, ſaith this Informant, when £ came 
into the Houſe, I dgſired them to open the Bundls, and 


lool at the Breeches, which I found to be marked as he : 
Salmon had Told 
that every thing came out wonderfully pat; but had na 


me; end could not help thinking but _ 


Suſpicion of any underhand Villaim at that time. 
Macdaniel hen ſaid, wwe muſt go before a Fuſtice 
of the” ' Peace at Greenwich; and charged bim, this. 

Inforgiant to go with him, to aid and aſſiſt him. Going 


along the Road, Macdaniel ſeemed to pity the Lads, and 


ſaid, one of them has Money in his Stockings, but con- 
tinued he, let them wp 15 Peer. T they will 


Salmon. 
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Salmon and Eagan followed behind, ſaith this In- 


formant, till we came to the five Bells on Deptford - 


Road, there due had a Pot of Beer, and Macdaniel 


asked the Lads if that was the Houſe they were. drinł- 


ing at the Night before, they ſaid no, it was the Ship 


at Deptford : on which Macdaniel defired this In- 
formant to take Notice of what they ſaid, and not is 


be mealy-mouthed when before the Juſtice. 


n ben we came to the Ship af Deptford, Mac- 


daniel ſaid unto this Informant, Sls and Kelley 
* ſhould go with him into the Houſe, and Salmon and 


Eagan ſhould ſtay at the Door, when within the 
Houſe he called for à Pint of Beer, and asked the 


 Landlady if ſbe ſaw them two Lads, ( meaning Ellis 


and Kelley) there the Night before ? She ſaid yes, 


and another along with them, with a carroty Beard; 
He then asked her if ſhe ſaw that Man at the Door 


(meaning Salmon) at the ſame time, and fhe ſaid yes, and 


that they all went a ꝛvay pretty near together, juſt as it 


was dark : Macdaniel defired this Informant to take 
particular Notice of what this Landlay ſaid, and a- 

gain bid him be fure not to be ebe before 
Ihe Fuſtice, but to tell all he heard. 


Macdaniel had told the Lads going along the Roh, | 
that if they would behave well he would untie their 


Hands, which he did; and the ſaid Ellis and Kelley 


ſaid if they muſt go to a Goal, they ſhould be glad to 


go ta a Bridewell which they named, but which Name 


this Informant hath forgot; and Macdaniel ſaid they 


| ſhould go there, and be would do as much for them as 


lay in his Power; and that they ſhould go up by 


 evater, and adviſed them by all Means to confeſs before 


the Fuſtice, and he ſaid, it would be the better for 
them; and if they did not, wy would - Urn. be 
hanged, . 
Jui, Informant farther ſaith, ben we were in the 
Juſtices Clerk's Office, at Greenwich, the ſaid Clerk 
1 Fj to bind Macdaniel to proſecute, but he evaded 


_ 
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that, by ſaying that he had a fmail Eftate left him, 
and ould be oblixed to be another way at the Time of 
the Aſeezes, and therefore defired that he might not be 
bound, wheretepon this Informant ſaith, that he this 


| faid Informant, together with Salmon Was Bound t 


give Evidente. 
After the Lads. were committed, and as we 


dere going home towards London, Eagan was 


2 


Full of his Diſcourſe to this Informant, to put 
Fog off from going down to Maidſtone to Proſecute, 
or give Evidence, and ſaid by the great God, and 
free Jeſus, that he himſelf would never appear a- 


gainſt them, for that it had coft him three Shillings 


— end that the Breeches and they might go to» 
the Devil for him; on which this Informant obſerved, 
that as he this Informant was bound to Proſecute, he 
muſt appear; but Eagan ſaid that was nothing at all, 
it was only removing into another Pariſh, and this In- 
formant ſaith, that he never could get the Parties 
readily to conſent for him to go down along with 
them; and when he went to their Houſes, and found 


that they were gone into the Country, could not learn 


what Country they were gone into, or that any body . 


Knew of Salmon's being robbed. 


And this Informant ſaith, that when he did, by the 


Advice of Joſeph Cox go to Macdaniel, altho? 


he was bound, yet they the aforeſaid Macdaniel, Sal- 


mon, and Eagan, had applied for; and had got the 
Bill of Indiftment againſt Ellis and Kelley, without his 


Name on the back thereof, and althe* Macdaniel had 
Bid him this, Informant, take ſo much Notice of what 
was done or ſaid, before they went to the Fuſtice. 


This Informant moreover ſaith, that being at Maid- 


Kone, he found that the Houſe where the ſaid Mac- 


daniel and the reſt of thoſe who intended to proſecute © 


had put up at, was the Cock, where he went; and that 


Berry asked hin how he 44 to whom this Informant, 


not immediately recollecting bim, replied, dir, you have 


tbe 
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the Advantage of me, for I do not fully remember where 
have ſeen you; be ſaid his Name was Berry, and 
asked this Informant if he did not remember the time 
that be went to the Elephant and Caſtle in Kent- 
ſtreet, for Mr. Salmon? this Informant replied. yes, 
and ſaid you are the Gentleman who ſat in the left 

Hand Box, as you go in at the Door; Berry anfwered 
that he was the ſame Perſon, and asked this Informant 
 awhat he thought of Ellis and Kelley, whether be 
was of Opinion they would be hanged or nat? And 
this Informant anſwered, he thought they would be 
condemned; and Berry ſaid be thought ſa too, for that 

every thing was very plain againſt them; and ſaid be, 
F they are not caſt, I believe I muſt go on the. High- 
way myſelf, or elſe beg my way home : And this In- 
formant ſaith, that he did not know at. ml time wo 
thing of the ' Conffirag, 1 
Left Signed 
e CORMACK, 
The Information of Mrs. Jane Smith, Miſtreſs 
of the Elephant and Caftle in Kent-ſtreet ; confirmeth 
all that has been ſaid relating to Macdaniel Eagan, 
| Berry and Salmon's Breakfaſting on Bacon at her 

Houſe, on the 3oth of Fuly as aforeſaid, &c Sing 

particularly noticed them, becauſe one of them 


changed a Moidore with her, and cheated her * 
of . 


The Information if Joszyn Cox, ſets forth. 


HAT he is one of the. Conſtables of the 
Hundred of Blackheath, and lives at Dept- 
$ 3 that in the Beginning or on the 4 of | 
Auguſt 1754, he received Information that a 
Breeches- maker had been robbed near Deptford; 
* by, three Foot-pads, that two of them were 


* TG: by Macdauicl. aud ahers, and on further 
1 _— 
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* Enquiry found, that the third named Thomas 


© Blee, kept company with Macdaniel, or was his 


Man; on which he this Informant, concluded 
[4 


c 
5 
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it muſt be a contrived Robbery, and done on 
purpoſe to get the Rewards, and therefore de- 


termined, if poſſible, to take Blee privately. 


And this Informant ſaith, that after four or 


five Days, and part of Nights diligent Search 
and Enquiry, he very fortunately met with him 
the ſaid Blee, (but in a different dreſs from what 
he was deſcribed to wear) ve o7, early in the 
Morning in Newgate-ſireet, on Fr: 


day Auguſt the 
19th; and with the help of Mr. Warren, a Con- 
able of the Pariſh of Spesen took him di- 


rectly to the Water ſide, and went Tue * 
vately by Water to Greenwich. 


And faith, that ſoon after they were in the 


„ A 8 * 


"ta 


Boat, Blee declared himſelf very willing to diſ- 


cover all the Contrivance relating to the Rob- 


bery committed on Salmon, and all thoſe con- 


. cerned in it; whereupon this Informant very 
ſtrenuouſly cautioned him to ſay nothing but 
the Truth, and bid him to forbear any further 
account until he came before a Magiſtrate ; and 

and faith, that on his being brought before 


Juſtice Bx at Greemvich, he made and ſigned 


that Information which has VN been in- 
ſerted; * © 


After Blee had given Information as as been 
related, this Informant-Joszery Cox obtained 


ſeparate Warrants againſt John Berry, Stephen 
Macdaniel, James Salmon, and James Eagan, for 
being acceſſaries before the Fact committed, 
in Affaulting and Robbing of the ſaid James 


Salmon, with which Warrants, (after ſettling 
the Plan, ng e Ble 2 to prevent 
>... mer. 
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their knowing he was taken) this Informant 


- faith, he went down to Maidfone to attend the 


Tryal of Ellis and Kelley, in order to execute 
his Warrants, as ſoon as oy TIP ſhould be 


ended. 


When at Maidſtone the firſt thing this In- 
formant did, was to inform himſelf who were 
on the Back of the Bill of Indictment; and 
found that Macdaniel, Salmon and Eagan were, 


that he was thereupon pretty ſure of taking 
them in Court, but was doubtful as to Berry, 

that he therefore watched him very narrowly, 
and the moment the Tryal of Ellis and Kelley 


were called on, and Macdaniel, Salmon, and Fagan 
were ſafe in Court, he took Berry and put him 
in ſafe Cuſtody, and immediately afterwards 
went into Court to hear how the Tryal went 
on, and to ſerve his Warrant on the reſt of 85 
them, when proper time ſhould offer. 

And this Informant faith; that when he went 
into Court, Salmon was giving his Evidence 
to the following een. 


That he, Salmon, went into the Ship at Dep A 


ford, and had a Pint of Beer there, that he 
ſaw three Men ſitting in a Box drinkin 
that Ellis and Kelley the two Priſoners at the 


Bar were two of them, the other was a car- 
roty-bearded Fellow; that he went out in the 
Duſk of the Evening i in order to go home to 
London, and had got as far as the four-mile 
Stone, between Deptford and New- croſs Turn- 


pike, oppoſite to which at a Gate, he ſtopped 
to make Water, and in the mean time up came 
the ſame three Men, and one of them aſked 


him where he was going, and damned him; 


he thereupon deſired them not to ſwear, and ſaid 


that he was going to London; Then ſaid one 


of them the carroty-bearded fellow, and who 


G : ; be 13 
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* is not yet taken, damn you, lets ſee. hold 


of that Bundle and 1 will carry it for you 
& and ſnatched it from under his Arm, and 
<« ſtruck him on the breaſt. The Judge was 
pleaſed to aſk Salmon if it was light enough 
to ſee their Faces, and whether he was ſure 
that the two Priſoners at the Bar were two of 


them? He ſaid yes, it was light enough to 


< ſee their Faces, and he was ſure they were wg 
&« of them. | 
The Judge likewiſe aſked, if he knew the car- 


 roty-bearded Man, or had ever ſeen him before. 
He anſwered never to his knowledge in his Life. 


Salmon then went on and faid, © That Kelley 


one of the then Priſoners at the Bar, drew a 


Knife and ſaid, damn him, let us ſearch him; 


and took out of his Pocket a T obacco- box, 8 


& in which was one Guinea in gold, Two Shil- 


lings and Six-pence in Silver, and a Silver 


& fPocket- piece; and alio took from out of his 


* Pocket, a Claſp-Knife and Fork; he ſaid the 


< Bundle contained two pair of Leather-breeches, | 
„ marked with I. S. and a figure of 4 under the 


right Hand Pocket; and the Handkerchief was 
* marked with an eyelet hole at each Corner. 


„% All the before mentioned Goods were pro- 


e duced in Court, and he ſaid they were the Goods 


4 he was robbed off, and that they were his Pro- 


„ perty. The Judge aſked him how he knew. 
the Pocket- piece: ? and he ſaid © by a particular 


** Mark it had in the Middle;” The Judge then 
aſked the Priſoners, if they would aſk . any 


Queſtions? On which Kelley deſired he might be 


aſked, if he drew a Knife? and Salmon anſwered, 
< yes, you did;” and Kelley ſaid that could mot 


be, for he had not a Knife. 


© + And this Informant faith that he was pre- 


* ſent and qd hear James Kane alſo elf as fol- 
TS loweth 3 
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© loweth z © That he dealt in 61d Clothes, and 
that. on the 30th of July 1754 in the Morning, 
he went into Kent-ſtreet to the Lock-hoſpital, to 
< ſee if they had any old Clothes to ſell, but 
& they not being up, he went into the Black. 

e ſpread- eagle to get him a Pint of Beer, and 
6 telling the Landlady his Buſineſs ; he obſerved 
three Men drinking; who hearing him fay 
© he dealt in old Clothes, one of them a carroty- 

«© bearded Fellow aſked him if he would buy two 
pair of Leather Breeches, he ſaid if they could 
ce agree for Price he would, and that he agreed 
« with them for five Shillings, and gave one 


4 Shilling Earneſt to bind the Bargain, until his 


« Wife ſhould come with more Money. 
He faid he aſked the Landlady for a E 
0 Pry worth of Tobacco, and ſaying that he 
% hadloſt his Tobacco-box, and wanted one; one 
* of the Priſoners offered to ſell him, the ſame 
e that is now produced, which he bought of 
him for a Pint of Two- penny. And looking 
at the Breeches, he ſaid he knew they be. 


“ longed to Salmon, the Proſecutor, he havin 


8 


* 


heard that he had been robbed over night; 
and what gave him a greater Suſpicion "that ; 
«© they were the Men that robbed him was, be- 
“ cauſe he ſaw one of them ducked for picking 
* of Pockets in the Artillery-ground.” _ 
Thereupon he was aſked by the Court, How 
„ he knew the Breeches belonged to Salmon the 
_ * Proſecutor ? He ſaid borate he had bought 
et Breeches of him for himſelf and his Son, and 
% knew his Mark perfectly well; and Eagan fur- 
ther ſaid, that he went out under Pretence to 
get the reſt of the Money, but with Deſign to 
get a Conſtable; and met Mr. Macdamel. an 
"ny ** Acquaintance of 0 and knowing him to be 
Gl: + ; - oY an 
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% an Officer he told him the Story; on whicle 
*© Macdaniel ſaid he need not give himſelf any 
% more trouble, for that he could do as well as 
«© a Conſtable. 

„They then went and took Ellis and Kelley the 
two Prifoners at the Bar, and on ſearching 
them, found on Kelley the Silver Pocket-piece 
that is now produced, a Claſp-knife and a Shil- 
ling; on which they ſent for Salmon the Pro- 
© ſecutor, who ſaid (when he came) that they 
<< were two of the men that robbed him, and 
that the Goods then produced were the a 


c 
c 
cc 
cc 


8 he was robbed of. 


The Court then demanded of the Priſoners if 
they would aſk the Witneſs Eagan any Queſtions? | 
on which Kelley deſired he might be aſked, whe- 
ther Blee the carroty-bearded Fellow, and he the 
ſaid Eagan did not wink at each other, before 

Blee offered to ſell the Breeches ? and Kelley in his 

defence afterwards, inſiſted that Blee and Eagan 
winked at each other, and appeared to be well 


_ acquainted. (at that Time it was not known that 


lee was taken) Then Macdaniel was aſked by 

the Court what he had to ſay againſt the Priſoners 

at the Bar? who ſaid, „All he had to ſay againſt 
them was, that he met Eagan who told him the 
„Story, knowing him to be an Officer; and he 
<« went and took them, and on ſearching them, 
found in Kelley's Pocket a Silver Pocket-piece 
<« andaClaſp-knife, the ſame that were produced; 
and that he deſired a Drummer who was there to 
<« aſſiſt him in taking them, which he did and 
„that was all he had to ſay.” _ 

As ſoon as the Evidence had all ay the | 
Cryer of the Court bidding them ſtand down, 
I did in purſuance of my Warrants (with the 
help of Mr. e and Warren, two of the 
EE, « Conſtables 
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Conſtables, of Greenwich ) apprehend and take 


Macdaniel, Salmon and Eagan; and as it was late 
at night, I got leave to ſecure them in the 


Mayor 5-goal for that Night; and having put 


them into ſeparate Rooms, I aſked James Salmon 
if he knew one Thomas Blee, and he ſaid no, 
he did not, I repeated to him again, that I was 


ſure he did know him; but he poſitively de- 


nied it: and the next Day being Friday the 
16h, being then before a great number of 
Gentlemen; and moſt. of them juſtices, and Blee 
brought Face to Face before him, he was aſked 


if he knew that Man ? And he declared he did 


not, neither had he ever ſeen him before to his 


knowledge and ſo perſiſted to the laſt. 
And this Informant ſaith further, that the 
Account Salmon gave of himſelf, when he en- 
tered into Recognizance to proſecute was, that 
he was a Leather-dreſſer and Breeches- maker 
on Saffron-hill; but I found he did not live, and 
was not known there but lived in Shoe-lane, 
were I found him ; and told him that the third 
Perſon who robbed him was named Thomas Blee; 
but he took no Notice at that Time that he 
knew the ſaid Thomas Blee. 
I alſo aſked Macdaniel, in the Mayor 5 


court, if he knew Thomas Blee, and he ſaid he 
did not; and the next Morning being the 


16th, he did deſire to ſpeak to me in private; 
he then cried, and begged me to be his Friend: 
and ſaid, if I would get him committed for fur- 


ther Examination only, he could put five hun- 


dred Pounds into my Pocket; and defiredI would 


ſpeak to the Juſtices, for that he could make 
a great Diſcovery relating to the Public. 


«<1 thereupon acquainted the Juſtices with what 
he ſaid, but at the ſame time I thought it my 


Duty in juſtice to the Public, and in Orcer to 


prevent 
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Hands of Juſtice, to uſe my utmoſt Endeavours 


prevent ſo daring a Villain from eſcaping the 


to prevent his being an Evidence. 
© As to John Berry, I never ſaw him before I 
faw him then at Maidfone; and at the Time that 
Ellis and Kelley were called to Trial, I found 
him in the Upper-Court ; and aſked him to go 
to drink : and as we were going towards the 
Bell, where I intended to fix him; he aſked me 
what I thought of Ellis and Kelley's Affair, whe- 
ther I was of Opinion they would be caſt, and 
who was to pay the Expences, for that 4 | 
would be conſiderable ? In anſwer to which, 


told him, if they were convicted there would : 


be ſuffictent to pay the Expences very hand- 

ſomely; and he ſaid, yes, if they are caſt : but 
if they ſhould be acquitted, ſaid he? why.then, 
I ſaid, the Proſecutors muſt pay the Expences 


themſelves. Aye, ſays he, I know that; and 
if I was clear of this, I would never be concern- 


ed again. | 1 5 
By this Time we were got to the Bell, the 
Diſcourſe dropt, and J took him into Cuſtody : 
and after the Trial was over, and we had ſecured 


them all in the Mayor s-goal, I aſked Berry if 


he knew Thomas Blee? And he denied that he 


knew any ſuch Man, and pretended to be a 


Stranger to them all, and only met by Chance 
in the Graveſend-boat, as he was coming into the 
Country about Horſes. And the next Day be- 


ing the 16th of September, when he was com- 
mitted, he and I walked together from the Bell 


to the Goal; and in going along he ſaid, he 
hoped the Gentlemen would not ſuffer Macda- 
niel to be an Evidence, for that he had ſaved 
himſelf once before by that Means; but if they 


would admit him an Evidence, he could do for 


* Macdaniel 
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F Macdaniel and Ralph Mitchell, but refuſed to 
+ enter into Particulars, but ſaid he would write 
£ to me in a few Days, but never did. 
As for Eagan, the firſt Sight I had of m 
< was at Maidſtone; after he was Tafe in the Mayor” s- 
goal, I aſked him, if he knew Blee ; and he ſaid 
* he knew no ſuch Man : but the next Day 1 
before the Juſtice, and face to face with Blee, he 
$ did own, though with Difficulty, that Blee vas 
the Man m—_ he had bought the Breeches 
© off, at the Black-Spread-eagle in Kent-ftreet, but 
8 that he was otherways 2 Stranger to him: and 
as for Berry, he inſiſted on it, that he never 
t faw him in his Life before he ſaw him in the 


1 * eee, as he was coming down to the 
5 Ae; 


JOSEPH COX, 


The Information of Mr. James 8 
Clerk of Blackwell-hall, fets forth; * That he 
lives cloſe to Union- court, which adjoineth to 
Scroop's-court, that he knows Macdaniel, Berry, 
Salmon, and Blee, and knows them to be perfectly 
- £ wellacquainted with each other; that he had ſeen 
< MacdamiePs Iron Tobacco- box, and affirmeth, that 
the Box ſhewed unto him by Joſeph Cox, is the 
2 ſaid Macdaniels Box, to the beft of his Know- 
ledge and Belief. That he looked upon Blige as 
a Runner or Errand- boy to Macdaniel; and 
1 he very well remembers, about July laſt, 


i. e. 1754, Blee had let his Beard grow to an 
uncommon Length. , 
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The Information of. Mr. George Hotridge, 
gets forth; That he is Landlord to Macdaziel, 
+ and had been ſo ever fince the Tueſday after 
f e ueſday, then laſt paſt; that he is well 
$ aſſured, 
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« affured; Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, Eagan and 
BHlee, are perfectly well acquainted, for that he 
< hath often ſeen them together; that he remem- 
bered Blee's wearing his Beard to an unufual 
© Length, about the latter: End' of Judy laſt , 
© that the ſaid Macdaniel, when he was ſetting out 
for the Maidſtone Aſſizes, told hin; this Infor- 
© mant, that he was going to Coventry, and that 
© he TAS ſoon to receive a Sum of ane 


The bifcknatdn f Mr. bones Sangent, 


who keeps the Prince Frederick a- head, near Well. 


 cloſe-ſquare, ſets forth; * That he is well ac- 


© quainted with NMfacdaml, Berry, and Blee, that 


< about twelve Months before che above Date, 


Macdaniel lived near unto him, and Blee went 
for his Man; and uſed to fetch for Macdaniel, 


from this Informant's Houſe, Beer and Tobacco; 
and uſed to bring an Iron-box with raiſed carv'd 

£ work on the Lid, the fame that is now pro- 
' © duced by Joſepb Cox : that he remembers, Mac- 


© daniel himſelf ſhewed him the ſame Tobacco-box, 


« as an ancient and or wana 


The WN of James Price, Who Hives 


upon Hatton-wall, and has Stables in George-yord | 


where Berry's Dwelling-houſe is, was much the 
ſame as thoſe above. As was alſo that of John 
Samms, a Carman, who lives on Saffron-hill, and 
hath Stables alſo in the ſame George yard, facing 
Berry's Dwelling-houſe. John Brada of Brooks- 
market, doth likewiſe in his Information agree 

with the above. 
From theſe foregoing 133 aroſe 
the moſt material Evidence that could be given 
againſt the Priſoners, Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, 
and Eagan, and enough too (che Reader will 
N A Tk when he ſhall be perſuaded thar 
ä 
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Blee's Information taken on the gth of Auguſt 
1754, and {worn to on the 13th, and compared 


with the Evidence given by Macdaniel, Eagan, and 
Salmon on the 15th at Maidſtone, againſt Ellis and 


Kelley, is in Subſtance, - if not in the very Words, 


exactly alike; which muſt prove Blee to be the 


Perſon who robbed Salmon, with Ellis and Kelley, 


. 


ne Salmon denied it, or that he had ever 
ſeen him before“) or elſe Blee muſt be more than 


human, to know before-hand what Evidence they 


would give. 


The Priſoners were thus found Guilty, of all 
the Facts charged in the Indictment, upon the 


the cleareſt Evidence; and to the entire Satisfac- 


tion of the Court and Jury; but the Court having 


ſome Doubt as to the Law, were pleaſed to direct 
the Fury to ſign the following ſpecial Verdict. 


„ We find the Record of -the Conviftion 


of Peter Kelley and John Ellis prout. 


1 
40 | 


<<. wards allowed by the Statute for the apprehend- 
ing of Robbers on the Highway, and ſome 
« further Rewards offered by the Inhabitants of 


the Pariſh of Greenwich and other adjoining 
« Pariſhes, all meet at the Bell- Inn in Holborn, in 


London; and that they all agreed Bee ſhould pro- 
cure two Perſons to commit a Robbery on the 
Highway upon the Defendant James Salmon, in 


& the Pariſh of S. Paul Deptford in Kent, which 
is ant e Pariſh to the ſaid Pariſh of 
and for that Purpoſe did maliciouſly 


6. (reenwic 


H 


5 4 0 ; 8 . : - 3 — . - 


- 6&6 and 


E find that before the committing the 

VV faid Robbery, the. Defendants, Macda- 
<<. nel, Berry, Eagan, alias Gahagan, and Salmon, and 
 «. ThomasBlee, did maliciouſly and feloniouſly, and 

« with Intention to procure to themſelves the Re- 


* 


des page 45. 
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and feloniouſly contrive and. agree, that the 
ſaid Blee ſhould inform ſuch Perſons, that the 
{aid Blee would aſſiſt them to ſteal ſome Linen 
in the ſaid Pariſh of St: Paul, Deptford. 


. © That the ſaid Blee, in purſuance of the ſaid 


cc 
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cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


640 
(c 
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cc 


Agreement, and with the Privity of the ſaid 
Defendants, did engage and procure the ſaid 
Peter Kelley and John Ellis in the ſaid Indictment 
named, to go with him to Deptford to ſteal 
Linen” but did not at that Time, tell the ſaid 
Kelley and Ellis, or either of them of the ſaid 
intended Robbery on Salmon, nor at any other 
time before the faid Robbery was committed ; 

and in conſequence of ſuch Agreement, and 
with the Privity of all the ſaid Defendants, the 
ſaid Ellis and Kelley did go with the ſaid Blee to 

Deptford. 


e "And That the ſaid Ban Eli and Killa, be. 
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ing at Deptforu aforeſaid, and the ſaid Salmon 


being then and there waiting in the King's - 
Highway, in purſuance of the Agreement afore- 
ſaid ; they, the ſaid Blee, Ellis and Kelley, did all 
feloniouſly aſſault the ſaid Salmon, and did take 
from his Perſon the ſaid Goods mentioned in 


the Indictment, on which the ſaid Ellis andKelley 
4 were ſo convicted as aforeſaid. | 
& And we find that none of the ſaid Defendants 


ever had any Converſation with the ſaid Kelley 


and Ellis, or either of them, before the ſaid 


Robbery was committed; but we find that 
before the ſaid Robbery was committed, the 


* ſaid Macdaniel, Eagan, and Berry, ſaw the ſaid 


Kelley and Elks, and told the ſaid Blee that they 


* would do very well for the purpoſe of hing 5 


the ſaid Salmon as aforeſaid; but whether the 
Defendants or any of them are guilty of felo- 


niouſly and maliciouſly comforting, aiding, 
6 abetting, . ee hiring or com 


48 "manding 


KB 


A true and Faithful 8 Fe. $4 


ds manding the ſaid Kelley and Ellis, or either of 
them to commit the ' Felony and Robbery 
„ abovementioned, or whether the ſaid De 
fendants or any of. them are guilty of felo- 
* niouſly, and malicioufly moving, procuring, 
<< abetting or councelling the ſaid Kelley and Ellis, 
< or either of them, to commit the ſaid Felony 
„ and Robbery, in manner and form as in 
© the ſecond Count of the ſaid Indictment 
6 18 charged againſt them, we know not, and 
pray the Advice of the Court. And if the 
« Court. is of Opinion they are Guilty, we are 
<« of Opinion they are Guilty; but if the Court 
< are of Opinion that they are not Guilty, then 
vue are of Opinion they are not Guilty,” 


NG 
Ricnany HEAVISIDE, RANDALL. Baris, 
GAM. GARDNER, JohN KEEN E, 
NATHANIEL NORToN, HENRY KNIGHT, 
Saul. NisBET, WILLIAM BassoN, 
EBENEZER GarDNER, Joann Brvin, 
e POPPLETON, John PrIckLow. 


H E Trial being over, and the Special Ver- 
dib i ſigned, I ſhall in the next Place pro- 
ceed to give the Reader an Account of the 
Attempt to try Blee at Rocheſter the Reaſons that 
led thereunto, and the means by which my In- 
tentions therein miſcarried. _ 

Stephen Macdaniel, John Berry, James Eagan, 
and James Salmon, having been tried at the O!4 
Baily, on Saturday March I ſt. 1755, for feloniouſſy 
comforting, aiding, abetting, aſſiſting, counſelling, 
hiring, and commanding John Elis and Peter 

Kelley, to rob James Salmon; and ſuch ſpecial Ver- 
dict being formed, becauſe it did not appear in 
the courſe of the Evidence, that the ſaid De- 
fendants did immediately, in their « own proper 
2 ä Perſons, 
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Perſons, comfort, aid, abet, aſſiſt, counſel, hire, 
or command, Ellis and Kelley to rob Salmon. 

And it being apprehended that the Proceedings 
upon the ſpecial Verdict, before the twelve Judges, 
would be attended with great Expence and In- 
conveniences, a Method was therefore thought of, 
which might prove more quick, leſs chargeable, 
and more certain this was, to get Blee convicted 
for robbing Salmon at the next Aſſizes at Rocheſter, 
to be held on the 18th of March, and afterwards, 
under the Proviſions of the Statue of the firſt of 
Queen Anne, chap. 9, by obtaining his Majeſty's 
Pardon, to make him a legal Evidence; and then 
to try the Defendants Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, 
and Eagan at the Seſſions following at the Old 
 Baily, for teloniouſly comforting, aiding, abet- 
ting, aſſiſting, counſelling, hiring and command- 
ing Blee to rob Salmon. 

By this Expedient it was thought the Ob- 
jection in Law, to which the ſpecial Verdift was 
liable, would be beſt removed, and that it would 
| anſwer the Ends of Juſtice, and give a pleaſing 
Satisfaction to all Mankink. The uſe of this 
Statute appeared to my poor Capacity, ſo very 
applicable to the Caſe of thoſe moſt profligate and 
abandoned Wretches, that I cannot forbear ſtate- 
ing that Part of the Act which ſeems relative to 
it, and which I the rather publiſh, becauſe I have 
met with but very few Perſons at all acquainted 

with that moſt uſeful and excellent Law. 
That Statute, after reciting, that the Abet- 
tors, and Contrivers of Theft, and other 
Felonies, had been the principal Cauſe of the 
Commiſſion of ſuch Felonies ; and that as the 
Law then ſtood, no Acceſſary could be convicted 


or ſuffer any Puniſhment, when the Principal was 


not attainted, Enacts, „That, if any principal | 
ts Offender ſhall be conyicted of any Felony, or 
| die Rand - 
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_ ©, ftand Mute, or peremptorily challenge above 


<< twenty of the Perſons returned to be of the 
* Jury, it ſhall be lawful to proceed againſt 


< the Acceſſary before the Fact, as if ſuch prin- 


<< cipal Felon ſhall be pardoned, or delivered be- 
* fore Attainder ”*.- As I thought the Scheme 
I had propoſed, both lawful and reaſonable, pro- 
vided a Pardon could be depended on for Blee, 
I therefore endeavoured as far as I could, to put 
it in Execution; for this End I waited on the 
honourable Mr. Fairfax, and acquainted him 


with my Intentions, and begged his Aſſiſtance, 


as he was thoroughly acquainted with their wicked 


{ 


Proceedings, and had often expreſſed his ardent 


Deſire to bring the Offenders to Juſtice; and he 
was pleaſed moſt readily to promiſe me his En- 
deavours towards procuring a Pardon for Blee, 
adding, that he believed he ſhould be at the Aſſizes 
at Rocheſter himſelf. 


I therefore on T; 00 March the 18th went to 
Maidſtone to acquaint Blee, who was ſtill in Con- 
finement, with what was intended, being deter- 


mined not to try him, without his own Conſent ; 


and upon my explaining the Nature of the Caſe 
to him, he declared his readineſs to confeſs the In- 

dictment. I then proceededto Rocheſter, and the next 
Morning got the Bill of Indictment found againſt 


their Doubts whether I ſhould be able or not, af- 
ter Blee ſhould be convicted, to obtain his Pardon, 
and it not ſuiting the honourable Gentleman 
abovementioned, to be at the Aſſizes; I was 


Blee; but ſeveral of my Friends having declared 


obliged to decline that Scheme and Blee was 
accordingly acquitted---- by which means it be- 


came impoſſible to try any of thoſe perſons 


again for their Lives, as Acvcllaries to ſuch 


Robery.. 


1 cannot 
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cannot forbear taking Notice of the very 
great Uneaſineſs I was under notwithſtanding the 
plauſibility of this Scheme, from the fear of any 
ill Conſequences ariſing from it to Blee: I ſhould 


never have forgiving myſelf if Blee had been 


convicted, and I ſhould have been unable to 
perform my promiſ meg. 


Since this J have been told, that beſides the 


Difficulty of obtaining a ſpecial Pardon for him, 
in order to reſtore him to his Ability in Lato to 
give Evidence (ſuppoſing I ſhould have fucceeded 


in it) the Fees of obtaining and pleading, it, in the 
following Term, in the Court of King's-Bench, 


would coſt me above one hundred and fifty 
Pounds; ſo large an. additional Expence could 
hardly be expected from one in my low. Station, 


who had no other view in embarking, in this 


very tedious and intricate. Affair but the public 
Good, and who at this time ſtood unaſſiſted by 
any other Purſe than my -w. | 


This Diſappointment at Rocheſter, left no 


way to proceed againſt thoſe. Monſters but 


on the ſpecial Verdict; for which the Judges 
appointed June the 19th; and on that Day 
the twelve Judges of England met, and fat one 


whole Day to hear Council againſt them; which 
Was learned argued by the Hon. Mr. HuME 
 CampPBtLL and Councellor MapDex z and on the 
26h, they met and fat another whole Day to 


hear Council for them; which was alſo learnedly 


5 argued by Mr. Sarjent Davy, and Councellor | 


AsToNn, being the Council aſſigned them by 


the Judges; and the Judges were then pleaſed 
to defer giving their Opinions until another 
time; which was on the 8th Day of December follow-— 


ing, and which Opinion, or Judgment was, That 
they ſhould be acquitted on the eme dae ; 
i | £ | ©. WC 
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but on Saturday the 6th two Days before they were 
acquitted, a freſh Indictment was found againſt 
them for a Conſpiracy, by order of the Lords 
of the Treaſury, upon the Recommendation of 
the Judges. 

Here f cannot forbear admiring the Excellency 
of the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and the great 
Care and Tenderneſs of my Lords the Judges, in 
preſerving, even to thoſe moſt mercileſs Offen- 


ders, the Benefit of thoſe Laws which they them- _ 


ſelves had fo avowedly trampled upon, and made 
ſubſervient to their pernicious Purpoſes 

February the 28th, they were tried at the 
Seſſions at the Old Bailey, in the Ma gl 
of Sling/ſhy Bethell, Eſq; upon an Indictme 
for combining and conſpiring together, that 
one Thomas Blee ſhould procure two Perſons, 
namely, Peter Kelley and John Ellis, to go to Dept- 
ford in Kent, and to take divers Goods and 3 


from the Perſon of James Salmon, on the King's 
Highway, who was ot be waiting at a certain Place 


for that Purpoſe; with intent that they ſhould 
cauſe the ſaid two Perſons to be apprehended and 
convicted for robbing him the faid Salmon on 
the King's Highway, and ſo unjuſtly and wick- 
edly procure to themſelves the Rewards men- 
tioned in the Act of Parliament, and other Pa- 


rochial Rewards, for the apprehending of High- 


waymen. 


The Priſoners having nothing mates to ſay 


in their Defence, the Jury found them Guilty. 


The Sentence pronounced againſt them by the 


Court, was, to be impriſoned in Newgate for the 
Term of ſeven Years; and in that Time to be 
each of them ſet in the Pillory twice, in manner 
following: Macdaniel and Berry in Holborn, near 
Hatton-Garden ; Gahagan and Salmon in the Middle 
of Smithfield. And afterwards Macdaniel and Berry 
| | ar 
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at the End of King-ſtreet, Cheapfide ; and Gabagan 
and Salmon again in Fleet-ſtreet, near Fetter-lane 
End; and at the End of that Time to find Sureties 
for their good Behaviour for three Years, and to 
Pay a Fine of one Mark each. 

- Purſuant to their Sentence, Macdaniel and Berry, 
on the ;th of March, ſtood in the Pillory in Hol- 
born near Hatton-Garden, and were ſo ſeverely 
| handled by the Populace, that it was with the ut- 

moſt Difficulty that one of the Sheriffs and the 
| Keeper of Newgate, who ſtood in a Balcony juſt 

by, prevented their being utterly deſtroyed ; and 

fo great was the Mob, that the Peace-Officers 

found it impoſlible to protect the Priſoners from 
their Fury. f 

March 8, Gahagan and Salmon ſtood in the Pil- 
lory in the Middle of Smithfield- Rounds ; they 
were inſtantly aſſaulted with Showers of Oyſter- 
ſhells, Stones, Fc. and had not ſtood above half 
an Hour before Gahagan was ſtruck dead, and 
Salmon was ſo dangerouſly wounded in the Head, 5 


that it was thought impoſſible he could recover. 


Whatever Puniſhment they might deſerve from 
the Law, it is certain they ought not to be 
Killed thro' the Rage of the Populace. 


AVING followed the moſt notorious of 
Villians thus far, I think it conſiſtent with 
dhe Intention of this Narrative, and agreeable 
to my firſt Reſolution, to give ſome Account of 
the various Tranſactions that they and others 
have been guilty of; tho' it may not be proper, 
nor yet poſſible to mention all, for many Reaſons : 
And firſt, becauſe it would fill a large Volume 
5 quite tire the Reader's Patience, which, I fear 
muſt be well worn out already; and ee 1 
ſhall only mention ſome of the moſt remarkable 
chat are come to my Knowledge. 
I ſhall 
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2 mall begin with the Attempts of Berry and 
others on. ts Lives, of two Lads near or quite 
18 Years ago, and which will ſhew, that Berry 

was no Stranger to the Road between Deptford 
and New-croſs-turnpike ; I cannot convey a better 
Idea of thoſe Tranſactions then in the Words of 
one of the Sufferers who is, (tho very near being 


_ otherwiſe) now alive to Jultify what he ſays for 


Truth; and which, as I had it from his own 
Mouth, is as followeth: # 


| T he Information of Lyon Bone 36/50 a Poul- 


terer, of the Pariſh of St. TANF $ tant] : 


Wjbo ſaith, 


_ AT before che hard Froft, 1740, he be- 
ing then a Lad, and juſt entring upon his 


Apprenticeſhip, accidentally met in J/hite-Chape!, 


unk John Berry, and Thomas Currant, both Strangers 


to him at that Time, Berry claped him on the. 
Shoulder and ſaid, my Lad will you earn a Shil- 


ling? And 9 anſwered yes, with all my Heart, 


W chat is it to do? Was again anſwered, by Berry, 
only to go to the Dolphin | in Well-ftreet, near Rag- 
fair , and afterwards to carry a Bundle to the 
Green-Dragon in Moorfields ; on which faith this 
Informant I agreed, and went with Berry and Cur- 
rant to the ſaid Dolphin. And this Informant ſaith, 
when he came there, he was ſhut into a Room 
with John Berry, Thomas Carrant, Sol. Deadman, 
and Samuel Unwin, all J. hefe talers, as it after- 
wards appeared: And further ſaith, that they all 
behaved in a very odd manner; he did 120 de- 
ſire them to give him the Bundle, they told him 
of, that he might do the Job, and get home to 
his Maſter; but Berry anſwered him and ſaid, 
G---d' D---n' you, you yourſelf ate the Bundle 
that 1 is to > be carried; on which he was much ſur- 


ny 1 prized, 
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' prized, and wanted and endeavoured to get out 
of the Room; but Berry again damned him, and 
faid, if he made a Noiſe he would beat out his 
Brains; and did by Force and Violence keep him 
in; and this informant ſaith, that he did beg of 
them that if he had done any thing amiſs, he 
might be carried before bo but Berry ſaid, 
you have done no harm, but only run away from 
your Maſter a Captain of a Ship at Greenwzch ; 
but this Informant anſwered, and ſaid, I am a 
_ Few, I dont belong to any Ship, neither can I by 
the cuſtom of my Religion, eat their Victuals ; 
but Berry ſaid he did belong to a Ship, and that 
he ſhould go along with them to his Maſter, and 
beat him with a Stick, and dragged him out of 
the Houſe, in order, as he ſaid, to carry him on 
board a Ship at Greenwich, to which he ſaid he 
| belonged; and coming into the Street, the People 
aſked what was the Matter, and was anſwered by 
Berry, that they were only going to carry him to 
his Maſter at Greenwich, from whom they ſaid he 
had run away, and they dragged and beat him all 
the way down Wapping, becauſe he cried out to 
the People, and ſaid he did not belong to any 
NBR re Re 
And this Informant faith, that as he clung by 
the Poſts and Rails as he paſt along, to prevent 
being carried away, they beat him on the Knuckles 
with their Sicks, to make him let go his hold, 
and broke his Fingers; the Marks of which he 
now bears, and ſhall ro his dying Day: And 
this Informant faith, that at Mapping they took 
Boat and went to Greenwich, and having got over: 
againſt the hanged Man, Berry aſked this In- 
formant, if he ſaw him; and being anſwered 
yes, Berry ſaid, you will hang in the fame man- 
Her, and your Rags will fly in the Air in the 
fame manner as his does; which ſo frightened and 


-> . 
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terrified this Informant, that he was going, and 
did endeavour to throw himſelf overboard, but 
was prevented by them. 

On their arrival at Greenwich, | Berry ediguired 
for and found a Conſtable, aPu lican, at the Sign 
of the King's-Head, and gave him charge of this 
Informant, as being a Foot-pad; and he was 

carried before a Juſtice of the Peace a French 
Gentleman: and there Sol. Deadman and Berry did 
ſwear, that this Informant, in company with one 
Jobn Pritchard, robbed the ſaid Sol. Deadman, be- 
tween Deptford and New-Crofs, of a Silver Watch, 
his Hat and Wig; and Berry ſwore, that they 
robbed him at the ſame time of ſeven Shillings 
and Six-pence; and becauſe he had no more 

Money, he ſaid, that this Informant knocked 
him down with the but-end of his Piſtol, ſeven 
yards, into a Ditch. 

And Samuel Unwin and Thomas: Currant faid, 
they knew this Informant, and that he had been 
e ee at the Old Baily, and hanged five or 

fix People; on which this Informant was com- 
mitted to Maidſtone- Goal: But he deſired the 
| Juſtice to enquire of theſe men what they were, 
and where they lived; Samuel Unwin ſaid he kept 
the Dolphin Alehouſe near Wellcloſe-ſquere, which 

was true;) Thomas Currant ſaid he kept a Silver- 
ſmith's- ſhop near Covpent-Garden; and Sol. Dead- 
man ſaid, he kept a Shoemaker' s Shop in the 
Strand; and Berry ſaid, he kept a Poulterer's Shop | 

in Leadenball-market : All which, concerning the 1 
three laſt, was falſe, as it afterwards appeared. 

And this Informant ſaith, that he was com- 

: mitted to Maidſtone- Goal, about one Week before _ 
the Aſſizes; to which Goal Fehn Pritchard, as 
mentioned before, was likewiſe committed about 
a Week before him, by the ſame Gentleman, for 

the lame Robbery. And this Informant faith, 
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that he had juſt time to write to his Friends, ang 
they appeated at  Rocheſter- Aſſizes and employed 
a Lawyer, in his Defence; and the ſaid four Thief- 
takers appeared likewiſe, and gave Inſtructions for 
a Bill of Indictment againſt this Informant, and 
his fellow Priſoner; 1 —5 finding, that this In- 
formant had Friends, and People of Character 
and worth to make his Innocence appear, they. 
never took out the Bill itſelf, but all ran away; 
on which, this Informant and his fellow Priſoner 
(an entire ſtranger to him) were cleared; and this 
Informants Friends being at a Tavern at Roche- 
fer, and ſaying they would give fifty Pounds ta 
have thoſe Villians diſcovered and apprehended, 
and being overheard by Unwin's Kinſman, he did 
for the ſake of the Money undertake, and did 
do it; and Warrants were obtained from a Juſtice 
in Wellcdofe -fqnare,” againſt John Berry, Samuel Un- 
Win, Thomas Currant, and Sol Deadman. 

And this Informant ſaith, that one Charles Re- 
mington apprehended Berry, who was tried for it 
at Hicks's-Hall, Pager” Guilty, and was fined 
and impriſoned. 

Unwin kept out of fight until his Friends com- 
promiſed the Affair, and paid twenty Pounds. 

Thomas Currant was taken, but made his Eſcape 
out of a Coach- door, and was neyer after heard 
of. Sol Deadman was never taken for this Offence, 
tho' often attempted ; he went always armed, 
and did once ſhoot at his Purſuers, and got clear 
off, but was after this taken at Oxford, for a 
Highway Robbery : ; and committed to Goal there, 
where attempting to kill the Goaler in order to 
make his Eſcape, was killed himſelf. | | 
Ihe next Exploit ih point of Time, that 1 
ind thoſe particular Men concerned 1 in, was in 
ie September Seſſions in the Mayoralty of Willem 
Ei Eſq; | in the Year 77. This was an At- 

3 tempt 
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tempt on the Lives of John Swannick, and William 


Baily; two friendleſs Boys, one about 20, the 


other 13 Years of Age; and contrived by Mac- 
daniel, Berry, Salmon, and one Boddy for the fake 


of the Reward; as it was related to me by Mr. 
Moſaell, Brewer in Southwark, who, was at that 


time Foreman of the Grand-Jury, for the County 
of Middleſex, who faith, << IT 3 he and ſome 
more of the ſaid Jury had a Suſpicion at the 
time the Bill was before them, that it was a 


ec bad Proſecution; and was therefore for re- 
* fring the Bill; but it was carried by a Ma- 
cc jority againſt their Opinion, and the Bill was 


« found.” But he being a Gentleman, no ways 


ſparing of his Time or Money, when bent upon 
coming at Truth; determined therefore with the 


Aſſiſtance of two or three more of the Jury as 
ſoon as they ſhould be releaſed from their Duty 


to make enquiry into the Truth of what was 
ſworn; but whether it was by accident or that it 
was the Proſecutors Contrivance, is not known, 
but their Trials were the firſt called on that Seſ- 


ſiqns, and they were tried and convicted before 


the Buſineſs of the Jury for that Day was over, 
conſequently no Good could be done them upon | 


their Trial. 


Mr. Aſdel! not content to let this Affair 


terminate ſo, the next Morning waited on the 
Lord Mayor and Sir John Stracy the Recorder, at 
the Old Baily, to acquaint them with his Opinion, 
and to take their Advice upon it, but was an- 


ſwered, he ſhould have come upon the Trial and 


delivered his Sentiments there, which might have 


ſaved them, but now it was too late for any good 
to be done. 


During this Converſation, a an Expreſſion dropt 
from the] Recorder, which furniſhed the ſaid Mr. 
AM dell with ſome materials which were ee 1 
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2 A true and faithful Narrative, &c. 
of Uſe, and were to this effect, i. e. that he the 
Recorder believed the Jury would not have 
brought the Boys in Guilty but for this Reaſon. 
Salmon was aſked by the Jury where he lived? And 
he anſwered at the Bottom of Lincoly's-[un-Fields, - 
being aſked how long he had lived there? He 
replied, he had lived and been a Houſe-keeper 
there near twenty Years. This he the Recorder 
faid, gained Salmon the Credit which before was 
wanting; but. on ſtrict Enquiry being made, it 
was found, he had not only impoſed on the Court 
in that Particular, but they likewiſe traced his 
living at fourteen different Places within five 
Years ; and that he was in other reſpects a Man 
of ill repute :, Mr. Maſdell did alſo prove the 
place and Company he was in the Night he pre- 
tended to have been robbed, to his Face, before 
%%) r 8 
This fo clearly convinced them of the Villany 
of the Affair, as to determine them (the whole 


Grand Jury) to petition his Majeſty in favour f ö 


the two Convicts; which was done, and was 
ready in the Kings hands, when the Report was 
made by the Recorder, and had the good effect 
of finding Favour enough to gain a 5 385 for 
fourteen Days; during which, ſuch Diligence was 
uſed, in finding out the Deſign of this ſcene of 
Villany, as to procure for the unhappy Boys a free 
Pardon: By this means the Reward was ſtopped, 
and has not been paid to this Dayxp. 
Inn the courſe of the Enquiries amongſt 
Salmon's Acquaintance, Mr. Me{de!! told me, he 
heard of ſeveral more things of the like Nature 
perpetrated by them, preceeding to this Affair. 
But notwithſtanding all the Aſſiduity that was 
| Poſſible to be made uſe of, one of the poor Crea- 
tures died in Newpate of the Goal-Diſtemper, juſt 
Wer che Pardon, was obtained: So oo, hey 
ty. . | Tags 
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| brd Thief-taters) may juſtly be ſaid to be the 8 


eath of him, by their wicked Contrivances. 
- "It may be obſerved, with what Art they de- 
ceived the Court and Jury at that Time; for, 


Salmon, Berry, Macdaniel and one Mr. Body, a 
Thieftaking Conſtable, pretended to be Strangers 


to each other, when nothing is more certain than 
that they were all very well acquainted. , _ 


It is obſervable likewiſe, that Salmon altho not 
e was robbed: by four 


robbed at all, yet ſwore h 
This ſwearing againſt four, was a ſort of Im- 


provement upon their former ſchemes; and had 


he ſucceeded in the Conviction of the two Lads, 


under our preſent Notice; there is no doubt to 


be made but that in a Seſſion or two afterwards, 


they would have picked up two more, and have 


ſwore to them likewiſe; by which means they 
would have gotten to themſelves a good round 


I Thetryalof theſe two unhappy Creatures, being 


very remarkable, leads me into an Opinion that 
my Readers will be pleaſed to have a ſight of it; 
whence, they will be better able to judge what is 


due to the Perpetrators of ſuch (till of late) un- 


heard of Scenes of Villany. 


i 


' Wedneſday September the gib, 1747, John, Swan- 


With two others not then taken, were then In- 
FO 8 for robbing . James Salmon of a Guinea ii 
old, and twenty Shillings in Silver Fly, 217. 


nic and Millium Baily (two —— in company 


James Salmon, I am by Trade a Breeches- 
maker, and had been out Fuly the 21ſt, and had 

received lome Moaey, J called in Re d- ly on- 7 $23 
and drank part of two Tankards af Beer; and 


coming up the Square, I ſaw four Fellows at the 
end of the Square, and they dogged me: The Boy 
. 5 wt __ Swanmels 


** 
* 


— 


one another; I kept forward, and 
Dean: ſtreet, where one of the Priſoners (Bail) 
came up to me and gave me a Blow croſs my Eye- 
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Swannick 1275 me two or three times, ind aſked 
me what it was a clock, they were rai at 


came mto 


brow, and cut it very much, ſo that the Blood 
ran down; I was for AK up again, when 
another ſaid G--- d- n you Fn cl kegel fin on the 
Head, with that he gave be another Blow. 
Pupftion, Did you underſtand which that was, 
who. ſaid. Goel him Jack, knock him on the 
Flead? 
Salmon, Thiat was one of the other, the l young 
one Swannick had his Hand in my Pocket, and 


took out my Money, which was one Gulifies and. 
twenty Shillings in Silver ; IL cried out ſtop Thief, | 
but no body was by. 


 Dueſtion, Was it light at that ame? 88 

Salmon, The Eamp s were light, and I took 

articular Notice of fi him that ſtruck me, for his 
Fand were full of Warts. Preſently after a * 


Gentleman came by, a Stranger, I did not know 
him, and he aſked me what was the Matter? 1 
faid J was abuſed; and robbed; he ſaid you are 


Bloody and took out his Handkerchief to wipe 


my Eyes, and bind my Head; and he went 


home with me. 
D Weſton, When $a you ſee the Priſoner at the 
Bar 6 


Salmon, 1 ſaw one of them, but not the two 
together till Thurſdey laſt (at Chick-lane by Black- 
Bey-ally) J ſaw them ſporting there together, on 
which I went away to Mr. Berry) who was the 


Perſon that firſt came to my Aſſiſtance in the 


Street) and told him I ſaw _ two Chaps that 
robbed and beat . ſo Mr. went to one 


| Body, | 
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Body, and we went down to take them; but when, 
we came there, there was twelve or thirteen of 
them; we ſaw them, but durſt not take them. 

Queſtion. Who did you ſee then? N 
Salmon. We ſaw both the Priſoners at the Bar, 
but could not venture to take them, there were 
5 many manner; oo 
Queſtion. When did you take them? _ 

Salmon. On Saturday, Mr. Body and another Mari 
* took them, and ſent for me to the Three-Tuns in 
Kirby-ftreet; and aſked me, if I knew them? I ſaid 
es ; we went before a Juſtice, and he committed 
Jobn Berry. I know nothing of the Robbery 
but I came by between eleven and twelve, an 
the poor Man was crying out ſtop Thief! he ſaid 
he had been robbed by four Fellows, but I ſaw 
nobody; he had received a very great Blow, 
and was in a bloody Condition ; I bound his 
Head with my Handkerchief, and went home 
with him: Some time afterwards, we heard of 
Bailey being in Bridewell for another Robbery ; 
Salmon went to ſee him in Bridewell, but ſaid then 
he could not be quite poſitive, but he would go 
the next Day to ſee him; but he (that is Bailey) 
the Priſoner was then turned out. 
On Thurſday he came to me again, and he ſaid 
that in Chick-lane he ſaw the two Perſoris that had 
' robbed him, and aſked me what he ſhould do? 
And I ſaid, he had better go to Mr. Body, for he 
knew thoſe Gangs better than I did ; we went to 
_ Chick-lane, and he pitched upon them two as they 
were toſſing up, but did not take them then, not 
caring to venture as there were fo many of them: 

But on the Saturday afterwards, Mr. Body took 

them; and we went up before Juſtice Burdus, and 
1 =... be 
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be committed them: they both denied the Fact 
before the Juſtice. As we were going with the 
two Priſoners to Newgate, ſomebody called out, 
bey Jack, where are you going? And the Boy 
Swannick, the Priſoner, replied, that he was 
going to the Start for nimming a Cull in his 
Eye; then ſwore he wiſhed he had cut off his 
Head, for then he would not have whidelicd 
again. 
Queſtion. Where do you live? 
Berry. In Cold-bath- fields; I deal in Horſes, and 
keep Stables there. 

William Body. I was applied to by the Proſe- 
ctztor to take up the Priſoners. I went on the 
Thurſday with the Proſecutor and Mr. Berry to 
 Chick-lane, where Salmon had ſeen them, but there 
were ſo many of them that we were afraid to 
attack them; Salmon the Proſecutor ſhewed them 
to me, and I ſaid leave them to me and 1 will 
endeavour to take them; and on Saturday Morn- 
ing I met with them accidentally by myſelf in 
Chick-Iane, between ten and eleven o' Clock in the 
Morning; when I caught hold of them I was 
knocked down, (and I muſt ſpeak it to the Praiſe 
of the Houſe-keepers in Chick-lane, not one of 
them came to my Aſſiſtance) I ſaid Gentlemen, 
vou won't ſee me murdered ? I pulled out my Con- 
ſtable's Staff, and one d---nd me, and faid I was 
| Conſtable for the County but not for the Town. 
I faid for God's Sake help me up, for I had hold 
of both of them, and Ad them faſt, and the 
Gentleman in the ſnuff-coloured Cloths * pro- 
tected me, and we brought them both off, and had 
them before Eſquire Burdus. But before this Body 
bad que gone thro* his Evidence, it happened 

to 

—— — — — — — — — 
DE Macdaxiel, whom he pretended to have: no. N : 
with. | 
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to ſlip from him that Macuaniel, went in at one 
End of the Street, and he at the other, in order 

to take the Lads. 
_ Thomas Morrice. 1 know that the Priſoners were 
taken up as diſorderly Perſons, it might be fix 
Weeks or two Months ago, and committed to 

Bridewell, but when they were diſcharged I can 
not tell. 

Stwannick. The Prifaner infifled in his De ice: 
| that he was in Bridewell when the Fact was com- 

mitted, or ſaid to be committed. 

Baily denied the Fact, but had nothing at all to 
offer in his Defence. | 
Queſtion, To the 8 Samos ; where do 

you live? Salmon, J live at the Bottom of Lin- 
 coln's-Inn- Fields, J have been a Houſe-keeyer there 
for twenty Years. 
Both Guilty of the Felony and Robbery, Death. 
3 recommended them to his Majetty” 3 

| Mercy. 

It is needleſs to make any further Obſervations | 
on this Trial, unleſs it be to mark the Incon- 
| hſtencies of Mr. Body O Evidence. : 


7 liam Newman. and James March, two hs 
were tried, September 18, 1750, on the Evi- 
dence of T; imothy Bradds, alias 75 im the Taylor 
for robbing of James Daniel, alias Triſh Femmy, 
alias One-eyed Jemmy, on Sept. 2, of one Hat, value 
one Shilling and Sixpence, one ſilk Hankerchief, 
one pair of leather Shoes, one Penknife, and 1 5. 
6d. in Money.“ 
This was carried on by Joby Berry, Woodwaw, 
Harlow, Timothy Bradds, James Daniel, and James 
Eagan; and done in the Yard where Berry dwelt. 
The Fact was as follows: | James Daw was 
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be committed them: they both denied the Fact 
before the Juſtice. As we were going with the - 
two Priſoners to Newgate, Tomebody called out, 
bey Fact, where are you going? And the Boy 
Stwannick, the Priſoner, replied, that he was 
going to the Start for nimming a Cull .in his 
Eye; then ſwore he wiſhed he had cur off his 
Head, for then he would not have whidelled 
again. 
*Oneſtion. Where do you live? 
Berry. In Cold- bath fields ; I deal 1 in Horſes, and 
keep Stables there. 
Wi [liam Body. I was applied to by the Proſe- 
cttor to take up the Priſoners. I went on the 
Thurſday with the Proſecutor and Mr. Berry to 
 Chick-lane, where Salmon had ſeen them, but there 
were ſo many of them that we were afraid to 
attack them; Salmon the Proſecutor ſhewed them 
to me, and I faid leave them to me and 1 will 
endeavour to take them; and on Saturday Morn- 
ing I met with them accidentally by myſelf in 
88 between ten and eleven o' Clock in the 
Morning; when J caught hold of them I was 
knocked down, (and I muſt ſpeak it to the Praiſe 
of the Houſe-keepers in Chick-lane, not one of 
them came to my Aſſiſtance) I ſaid Gentlemen, 
vou won't ſee me murdered ? I pulled out my Con- 
ſtable's Staff, and one d- nd me, and faid I was 
Conſtable for the County but not for the Town. 
J ſaid for God's Sake help me up, for I had hold 
of both of them, and held them faſt, and the 
Gentleman in the -ſnuff-coloured Cloths * pro- 
| tected me, and we brought them both off, and had 
them before Eſquire Burdus. But before this Body 
had quite thro? his 5 it . 
to 


3 whom he 8 to 1 no Acquaintance 
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to ſlip from him that Macdaniel, went in at one 
End of the Street, and he at the other, in order 
to take the Lads. 

Thomas Morrice. 1 know that the Priſoners were 
taken up as diſorderly Perſons, it might be fix 
Weeks or two Months ago, and committed tg 


HT, but whey they were diſcharged I can- 
not tell 
Swanmick. The Priſoner intifted 3 is his De fence, 
that he was in Bridewell when the Fact was com- 
mitted, or ſaid to be committed. 
Baily denied the Fact, but had nothing at all to 
offer in his Defence. : 
Queſtion, To the Proſecutor Salmon; where do 
you live? Salmon, I live at the Bottom of Lin- 
coln o- Inn- . I have been a Houſe-keeyer there 
for twenty Years. ” 
Both Guilty of the Felony and Robbery, Death. 
The Jury recommended them to his Me A 
Mercy. 1 | 
It is needleſs to make any ſurther Obſervations 
on this Frial, unleſs it be to mark the Incon- 
ſiſtencies of Mr. Boch s Evidence. 


2 Newman and James March, two 1 
7 were tried, September 18, 1750, on the Evi- 
dence of 7. imothy Bradds, alias 97 im the Taylor; 
for robbing of James Daniel, alias Triſh Femmy, 
alias One- eyed Jemmy, on Sept. 2, of one Hat, value 
one Shilling and Sixpence, one ſilk Hankerchief, 
one pair of leather 8 one Penknife, and 15. 
6d. in Money.“ 
This was carried on by Jobn Berry, e 
Harlow, Timothy Bradds, James Daniel, and James 


The Fact was as follows: James Daniel was 


: Eages and done in | Blow where Berry dwelt. 


waiting ready to be robbed, Timothy Bradds, drew 
. the two poor Wretches near the Place, then 


3 5 Kepped 
2 Tan the Felton! Paper for eber. . 
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ſtepped up the Gateway and robbed James Daniel 
by his own Conſent, unknown to Newman and 
March whom he ordered to wait for him; then 
Joins them Company, -gives one of them a Hat, 
(he having none before) and the other the Knife; 
upon this Harlow and Berry who had been planted ' 
on Purpoſe, made a puſh as if they would take 
them, but failed in their Attempt for that Night ; 
but the next Day, Tim took care to betray them 
both, into their Hands; the Profecutor and Thief- 
takers appear on the Trial to be all Strangers, con- 
formable to their former Practices. 
The Knife, a remarkable one, is proved to 
be found upon the Priſoners ; and the Confederate 
of the Thief-takers, Tim Bradds, who had drawn 
them to the Place, and committed this pretended 
Robbery himſelf, and who is admitted an Evi- 
dence, "declares them to be equally concerned 
with him in the ſaid Robbery, and that they had 
aſſociated together, and went out that os. ah 
with an Intention to rob. 
Ia the taking of theſe He ts Lads, me 
find Berry a ſmall Matter concerned with Harlow ; 
but 25 to Eagan, it is not perceivable that he had 
any hand in taking them ; neither did he Mount, 
which 1s the cant Word for giving Evidence: 
and yet in ſharing the two hundred pounds Re- 
ward for taking the Lives of theſe unhappy Crea- 


tures away, I find the Names to ſtand as fol- 
lows : 8 


7 James Daniel, „„ „ 0 0.0 
To Wooarward- Archer Harlow, V 
To John Berry - - - - - 40 0 9 
To James Eagan, - - - - - 25 © O 
And to nend Tim the Evidence, ts 00 


200 0 0 : 


They likewife received 807 agreeable to Act of 
Parliament, but how diſtributed, I Know not. 
> N. B. James EZ 
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N. B. James Daniel confeſſed before he died, 
with great Grief and anguiſh of Mind, that the 
above Lads were Innocent: And faid, he owed 
Berry about ſix Pounds for Horſe-hire ; and that 
he, Berry, thereupon compelled him to agree to 
this Scheme of being robbed, in order to raiſe 
money to pay him. Daniel died not long fince 
in Clerkenwell-Work-Houſe, very miſerable. = 

I find ſomething very remarkable in the Speech 
of a poor Fellow who was tried for his Lite and 
convicted on the Evidence of an Accomplice, 
and ſome Thief-takers, at the Summer Aſſizes at 
Kingſton, 1951, (at which Place theſe Men have 
done a great deal of Buſineſs) this Man's Name 
was Henry Brion, and executed for robbing of 
William Bates in Batterſea-Fields. - 
This being within five Miles of London, was 
ſafficient, to-entitle them to one hundred Pounds 
extraordinary; but whether Bates knew of the 
Contrivance or not, I cannot tell; I hope he 
did not. The Evidence's Name was John Carr; 
and he ſays, they went out together with Inten- 
tion to rob, Sc. 
The Priſoner ſaid amongſt other Things, Viz. 

„ do not mind my Life any more than I 
„ mind the Fly that flieth before my Face; but 
« it grieveth me exceedingly, that theſe T Bie 
< takers ſhould bail out Thieves, to take in ſuch 
4“ Wretches as myſelf, to go upon a lay, which 
* is unknown to us; that is, they do the Fact, 
commit a Robbery themſelves, and our Lives 
are taken away for the Reward, &c. Sc.“ 

At the ſame Seſſions at Kingſton, the honeſt 
Cobler, x of Lambeth, was tried for robbing one 
James Hadnot; and a very remarkable and poſitive 
Evidence he gave, ſupported by Stanly, Chails, and 
ne all 7. OY Ot and Fee on for- 
1. mer 


* A 75 7 went by. 


6 


; 
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mer Trials; ; but the Jury gave no Credit to their 
Teſtimony, therefore he was luckily acquitted. 

In Oele. Seſſions, 1751, Alexander Byrne, gr 
Malone, and Terence M*Cane were drawn in to rob, 


or be preſent at the robbing of Benjamin Smart (not 


in the Secret) the Perſon employed to draw in the 
above, was Charles Wayland, who gave me the 


following Account of that Tranſaction, viz. 


© That he was adviſed and emptoyed by Stephen 
& Macdomel, Tho. St--ly, Mark Chails, and Peter Ro- 


© binſon, to introduce himſelf into the Company of 


un 


anyPerſon or Perſons (the more the better) that he 
© ſhould think fit for the Purpoſe, and endeavour 
to induce them to rob with him, any Perſon 
they ſhould meet with. And in purſuance of - 
ſuch Directions, he did introduce himſelf into 
the Company of the above- named Byrne, Ma- 
lone, and M*Cane, all his Countrymen, and did 
0 on them to go out that Night; and 
himſelf undertook to provide Arms, of which 
he acquainted Macdaniel, St -Iy, Chails, and Ra- 
binſon; and Macdaniel furniſhed him, the ſaid 
Wayland, with Arms for his Companions ; which 
were two Swords and a Piſtol; which Piſtol, 
Macdaniel was intruſted to load, but which was 
to be with nothing but Powder, that they, the 
Thief lakers might the bolder attack them after 
the robbery ſhould be done; yet that treacher- 
ous dog eee always ig himſelf, put a 


Bullet into the ſaid Piſtol, as will appear Pre- 
ſently. 


The Scheme * FIRE Wayland had took 
care to get his Companions out that Night, 
with thoſe Arms he himſelf had provided; they _ 
robbed Benjamin Smart, at his own Door in Pet- 


ticoat-lane: which done, Wayland told his Com- 
* pantons, that he knew of a Houſe where the 
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1 Woman s Son went out on the ſame Account, 


and 
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and where they might have ſomething to drink 


in Safety; they agreed to go where he directed, 


and accordingly he led them to the Houſe of 
one Mrs. Bofworth, Iikewiſe in the Secret, and 
a Company-keeper of Peter Robinſon; nay, it 
was Robinſons own Houſe ; though on the 

Trial they call it hers, and appear to the Court 
to be Strangers. 

< They bein fafe in the Houſe or Room, Way- 
land propo fed to ſend the Woman for half a 
Gallon of Beer (being the Signal agreed on) to 

a public Houſe juſt by, where was waiting AY | 
for that Purpoſe, Macdaniel, Si--ly, Robinſon, and 


Onls, io Kllbowed the Woinan with the Beer, 


and. ruſhed in upon thoſe thoughtleſs 

Wretches, who did not dream of the Snare 
which was laid to take away their Lives ; they 
ruſhed in I ſay, all but Macdaniel, who Know- 
ing what was in the Piſtol, kept back until that 
was off; the others truſting to Macdaniel's Ve- 


racity, thou ght themſelves ſafe; and therefore, 


when Mark Gail was ſhot in the Shoulder, and 
roared, out moſt hideouſly, S7. - cried out never 
mind it, as thinking he was ſhot with Powder : 


only. 


They were ſoon taken, for Wayland fixed one 
of his Companions, and then the Thief -takers 
had but two to Conquer; and when the Danger 
was over, Macdamel had as much Courage as 


the beſt of them: as to the Part he ated, he 


was well pleaſed with it, it making the Cale 
look the better.?“ 


How far the poor Wretches under Contitire- 


tion, and who loſt their Lives for it, joined in 


the Robbery, I cannot undertake to tell, but the 


Snare is plain, for beſides what Wayland ſaid to 


me, it appears on the Trial, that the Evidence 


Wayland, asked the Perſon robbed * his = 


- — — 
— —— — — wy — — — 
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Companions were gone) where he lived, and ſaid 10 
he would turn Ong in the Mornin 
And although the Thief-taker, Robinſon ſays ho 


was going by t at Houſe, and heard a quarrelling, 


and went Fand called St--ly, Wayland aſſured me it 


was Robinſon's own Houle : and M*Care ſays in his 
Defence, that they were taken in Robinſon's on 


Houſe. 


I asked Wayland what other Proofs he had re- 
lating to this Affair? he ſaid he believed the Wo- 
man Boſworth would declare it, for that Robinſon 


had left her and was gone to Ireland, where he was 
hanged ; that Mark Chails is likewiſe hanged ; 


and S:--ley fled :* He ſaid he could bring good 
Proof, that the Piſtol produced on the-Trial, and 


which i is now in the Hands of the Sheriffs of Lon- 


. don or Middleſex, was Macdaniel's Piſtol. 


N. B. If Macdaniel ſhould be tried for this 


Fact, I am informed no Point of Law could have 
| ſaved him from the Gallows. _ 


The ſame Seſſions was tried, Vi Mam . John 


| Newton, and Francis 1 ; for robbing of 
Poſeph Chandler (not in the Secret with them) theſe 


three Wretches appear tohave been drawn into this 


| Robbery by the Contrivance of the Thief-takers 
who took them, and their Confederate or Agent 


who robbed with, betrayed, and was Evidence 
againſt them, viz. Jobn Simonds, known at New. 


gate and at the Old Baily, by the Name of Spaniſh 


Fack 5 who himſelf was executed at Maidſtone in 


Kent, on J. burſday, April 8, 1756, for DOE ET 
filver Tankard. 


N. B. This Simonds or Spaniſh Fack, in his 


Dying Speech declares, that he was put upon in- 


ticing others to go with him on the Highway, 


and with them, to commit Robberies, and —_—_ 


to 


1 
— 1 — 


Pos ſaid St—y is now in Newgate. <_ 


e 
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th betray them for the Sake of the Rewards, to 
the Zhief-takers 3 and that he did receive Money 
from Time to Time for that Purpoſe from Mac- 
daniel, Ste N05 Ralph Mi. ell, and one Bal. he; 
and they did promiſe him, let what would happen, 

he mould be admitted an Evidence, or they would 
bring him off ſome other Way. He owns he was 
to have been of the Party who robbed and mur- 
dered the Brewer's Clerk IP e eee but 

thatvit happened he was not. 
This ſame Villain, was ſuppo ſed. to have been 
one of thoſe who robbed- and murdered Mr. Far- 
gus, near the Barking- Dogs; tho' in his Dying- 
ſpeech he ſeems poſitively to deny it. But the 
Queſtion is, whether any great Regard is to be 
paid to the Words of thoſe abandoned Wretches, 
who have paſt their Lives in practicing ſuch hor- 
rid Scenes of Villany (Words that favour themſelves) 


even tho' ſuch Words. er mow” them with 
their lateſt Breath. 


nd © I 8 

| TheSix Hud Pont Reward paid Ge 's con- 
vicung the Six laſt mentioned unhappy Crea- 
tures, 77185 ALEXANDER ByRNE, James MA- 
Low E, TrRENCE MICANR, WILLIAM Holmes, 
Jouw NewrTon, and FR Axis MANDEVIELE, was 
diſtributed in the tolowing Manner,” via. 


8 1 21 
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For each of the aforementioned Convicts | 30 00 


es 


Mark Shales 20 12 


Edward 8 20 12 


8 - 15 


John Simonds, the Evidence 00 


65 5. 
7 0 Benjamin Smatt, Proſecuto® + vb 
Stephen Macdaniel < =« , 2 3 0 
Nathaniel Harris 335 o 
Ralph Mitchel! 35 o 
Thomas Stanly -—_ (44 8-0 
Peter alias Partrick Robinſon 35 © 
Mark Shales „„ 
Jeremiah Melne „ nn is 
Thomas F = * * . 
Seorge Muſtow «< =<_ 1 17 
George Ballard - „ 
Charles * the Evidence 16 x7 
_ To Joſeph Chandler, Proſecutor 23 0 6 
Timothy Remmington 22 19 0 
William Neſbett - 23 --19 9 
w 1 0 
Ralph Mitchell '- 200 12 6 
Thomas Stanly - 20 12 6 
Stephen Macdaniel - 20 12 6 
Nathaniel Harris - 20 12 6 
Joſhua Collett. - - 20 12 6 
George Balendine - 20 12 6 
Peter alias Patrick Robinſon 7 12 8 
6 
6 
£ » th 


waspaid 40l. by Act cf Parliament, but 
how diſtributed, I know not. 


Amounts in the whole to 840 


240 


O 0 


N. B. The Perſons robbed appear to have no 
I beg 


Manner of C onnection with the 7 hief- -takers. 
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beg leave to make one Obſervation in regard 


to the fa Diſproportion of the Number of Con- 
victs, now at this time, to what they were before 


made this Diſcovery : For, I find in September 


effions 1749, fourteen convicted for real and 


counterfeit Robberies, in the County of Middleſex 


only ; and for the apprehending of whom was | 


paid 14 hundred, and 14 forty Pounds; together, 
1960 J. but if we take the whole Year 1749, we 
ſhall find forty-five Convictions for real and coun- 
terfeit Robberies, in the ſame County only; and 


for which was paid 45 hundred Pounds, and 40 


Pounds, for each, as per Act of Parliament. The 
Total of this Sumi is 6300 J. 
I find likewiſe, that from the Time of this Dil- 


covery, which I brought to ligh t at 1 
ime, being al- 


Auguſt 15, 17 54, to this preſent 
moſt two Years ; no more than fifteen have been 
e for the ſaid C ounty of Middleſex. 


9 


HE next who preſent. themſelves upon this 


Stage of Iniquity, is Mary Jones, with 


| E her Accomplices. This will ſet in a true 


Light another Species of contrived Robberies; 


viz. Houſe- NIN by the Appointment of the 


Robbed. 


Different Mer are fit for different Branches 
of Buſineſs ; ; and J have a Thief-taker, or maker, | 


in my Eye, who has dealt pretty largely in this 
way, and has convicted three or four at a time; 
| Lads at the Age of thirteen or fourteen : But. as 


the Reward for taking theſe was not ſo large as 
that for apprehending Highway Robbers, they 
were not quite ſo frequent, and only put in Prac- 
tice now and then, to keep up Trade, or their 
L 2 1 


** 
— 


— 


She hs n away the Life X Kidden the Porter, 2 


| whole Moos Rill cries aloud for V e. 


| 
} 
| 
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Hands in. I ſhall content myſelf wich one. In- 
ſtance of this iniquitous Branch. 

In December Seffions 1753, which began on the 
«th. Day, Chriſtopher Woodland fell into the Tr 
which they had laid for him; being indicted, for 
that he, on the 3d of December (but two Days 
before Seſſion) about the Hour of nine at Night, 
the Dwelling-houſe *' of James Gahogan (alias 
Eagan who was killed on the Pillory) did break 
and enter; and three Shirts, one Pair of Blankets, 
one Linen Counterpane, two Smoothing - Irons, four 
Cardlefticks, four Plates, and a Pair of Mettle 


Choe- Buckles, did ſteal, Sc. 


Eagan in his Evidence ſaid, That i went out 


on the Monday Night, the Time of the Robbery, 


about eight o*'Clock, and left his Houſe faſt ; } 


that he returned before ten, and found it broke 
open, and the Things £0 ne; and that Mary Jones 


(who keeps a Broker's hop i in Broker's-allty) fent 
to him next Morning an Account of her ſtopping 


the Things he had loft, and the Perſon 7” were 


pe found upon. 


Mary Jones faid; That two Men came to ell 
the Things to her, and that ſhe ſtopt the Things, 


and the Priſoner ; and that the other Perſon ran 

away; and that ſhe ſent a Man to find an Owner 
at Saffron- bill, and he luckily heard him ( Eagan) 
ſaying in the Street, that he had been Rubbed 


But now hear what Account Blee gave me of 1 


this Affair, as ſoon as taken; VIZ, 


45 "Homas Blee Gth, That on or bh the Be- 
1 ginning of December 1753, John Berry of 
g Hatton- wall, took a ſingle Room on £aF7ron-bill, 
of one Mr. Evensſs, for James Fagan a Shoe- 


maker, and put therein a few trifling Things 


of inconſiderable hog ; 2. Blutes, Pewter 
| PSS 5 | \ | | | *6 Plates, 


* — 4 — — — 


S — — * —_— 


Cr; af tle Room taken * Ber ry, for that very! Pur. ole. 


« 
* 
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Plates, Sc. borrowed from one Mary Jones, for 


that Purpoſe ; and that Berry, Macdaniel, Egan, 
and Mary Jones, deſired Blee to get a Perſon to 


help him to break it open, and betray him to 
them, for the ſake of the Reward. That ac- 
cordingly, he perſuaded one Chriſtopher Mood 
land to aſſiſt him in the Attempt; and to ren- 


der it the more eaſy, Eagan took care not to 


lock the Padlock that faſtened the Door, the 
Night the Robbery was to be committed. 


Ah Bles and Woodland: got into the Room, and 


1 " Py We * | "6 * * A - 


took a few Things, and carried them to ſell to 
the ſaid Mary Jones; and then, as had been 
agreed, they took Moodland, and let Blee eſcape. 


' Woodland was tried for this at the next Seſſions ; 


but as his Character was not ſtained before, he 
was found guilty of the Felony. only, and 
tranſported. . This diſappointed them of the 
Reward ; and they were to ſtop the Expence 
thereof out of the next Job of this nature they 
were to; be concerned in, 


© Blee ſays, The | firſt. 3 relative 


hereto, was between Berry, Jones, and himſelf, 


at the, George in the Old- Baihy, the ſame Night 
that Chriſtopher Woodland was acquitred of the 
Burglary, and found guilty of Felony only ; by 


. which, they miſled of the expected Reward. 


The Trial being over, and Eagan the Proſe- 
cutor out of Company, Berry ſaid with an Cath, 


„That old Fellow has done it fo badly, I foal. 
* be all this Expence out of Pocket; we muſt 


have ſomething next Seſſions that will ar: wer 


« better, and which muſt bear the Ex cpences.“ 


And he ſays, In the ſame. Month; viz. De- 


cember 1753, Berry ſent him very early one 
Morning to Macdaniel's Houſe by Regg-Fair, 


with Orders to tell him to meet at his (Ber- 
4 %s) Houſe that Morning, about the Affair: 
And accordingly Macds 10 came with him, 


..v 


WEEDS 
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„ the ſaid 'Blee, to Berry's Houſe about eleyen 
Clock; that they found Berry arid Jones toge- 
* ther; that they all four confulted together; 
„ and that it was then agreed, that Mary Janes 
© ſhould be the Perſon robbed, as ſhe bad fo rich 
n Son- in- law, and could a pear ſo well, that no 
one would ſuſpect her ; Blee received the reſt ad 
his Inſtructions from Berry.” {7 


55 January Son 5 4. one Mont ofter FI 20 
mentioned Franſaction of this villainous Tribe, 
Jy Joſhua Kidden Was 5 for that be, on the 
' King's Hig bw, on Mary Jones did make an Aſ- 

fault, Kc. and did tate from ber "OY one Guinea 
and four 'Shillings | and Sirpence. | 955 


| M4 RY Fones in her Evidence faith, That ſhe 
lives in Brokers-alley, Drury-lane ; and that 
laft Monday was fe'nnight, i. e. January 7, 1754, 

in the Morning, ſhe went to Mr. Berry, and 
aſked him to go with her to Edmonton ; that 
they went to the, Bell, and ſtaid there three 
Hours; and that on their return, and at the 
Plow at Tottenham, ſhe got out, becauſe the 
Horſe kick'd ; that ſhe walked, and by the 
Seven Sisters (Seven Elm- trees) as ſhe was going 
to get into the Chaiſe, two Fellows came and 
robbed her, &c. And that the Priſoner at the 
Bar (Kdden) held a Knife to her Breaſt, while 

the other took her Pocket and Money. 
Mary Jones further ſaid upon the Thial, That 
Kidden, at the Time of robbing her, had on a. 
'< white Waiſtcoat, no Coat, and a Flannel Cap. 
The other had a blue Coat, and a great ſlouch d 
Hat; ſaid, Mr. Berry called a Man who was 
coming by, and defired him to help her into the 

Chaiſe. She got in, and that they then went into 
Es the eee where . had ona of Rum; 

5 24: * 55 


TT. VO" We ITO T of 


«a hk * 8 . Bs A aA a 


# 


aa: M 


330 K 


"4 She n means the 7 at Stan fir Hill. 


and at che Tu 


Patrole to ſtop them: One of the Thieves jump'd 


"' K a * 


taken. 
This was at the farther End of Newin gen; 
and we took him to a Public Houſe a litcle wa 
from the Town. + He was in the ſame 52 


owned thing; faying, another Man 
brought him that way, but he did not know 


K #& . «„ Wa W . 15 


He confeſſed the fame before the Juſtice. 
Berry (it being his turn to mount, as they 
called it) confirmed what Mary Jones had faid, 


— 


Court brought it out of him; and then he ſaid, 
It was the Officer that went with them, to take 
© the Man at Edmonton, and his Name was Mac- 
daniel. He was aſked, How many People he 

had proſecuted ? And he ſaid, Only: a Man for 
< Horſe-ſtealing. Several People gave the Pri- 


GK „ K & @ 


ſoner a very good Character: But he was found Io 


* — and executed for this Fact. 


Upon this 9 Creature (Kidlert's) thing 


firſt taken up, and committed to Jail, he ſent a 


Letter to his Siſter, and her Huſband, Mr. Chri- 


ah Goddard, e their Aſſiſtance, and 


declaring, 


* ESE 8 a f 
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© She means Kingſland for that was «te Pace La Kau- was Ve 
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taken at. 7 Adams $, 
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enpike were bold, that two Men 
had run thro' there, as faſt as they could, we 
< purſued them to Newington 3 - where (Mr. 
© Berry) enquired after ſuch Men; and the Pa- 
troles anſwered, that two Men had run by. 
They were then, in my ſight; and 1 deſired the 


the Ditch, and got off 3 but the Priſoner was 


* 
* 
—ͤ—ñ—Ewͥ7ę 2 ̃ —u—-—- —-— — 


as when he committed the Robbery, and he 


for what; and that he was not the Perſon who 
took the Money. He owned he held me by the 
Arm, and that he pulled out a Knife upon me. 


and mentioned a Man being with them ; but 
very carefully concealed his Name, until the 


8 A true Re faithful Narrative, Gr. 


declaring, in moſt ſolemn Terms, his Innocence; . 
(which well be might) and this was ſuceceded by 


the ang Lee dicke to 270 Chriſtopher 
3 SY oat 199% ae es oe 1 


* l 1 


3 Brother and Siler, ... GS Jan. 13, 1754. 
2 ave made bold to TY you with theſe - 
ines, hoping you are in good Health, and 
<«< beg of you to come and ſee me; for I have no 
6c Ce at all; for all. the Comfort I: have. in 
e this Place, is to read the Letter . ae ſent 
e me: And 1 pray to God Almighty to comfort 
e me; for it grieves me to ſee the People come 
« backwards and. forwards to them (de other 
4 Priſaners) and I have nobody at all; tho' ſtil! 
J ant very thanktul to you 15 your goodneſs 
<« for to let me want for nothing. The Bearer's 
: <« Huſband has been very. careful of me ever 
* ſince I have been here, and ſo has ſhe, or elſe 
* do not know what would have become. of 
ec me; tor ſhe is a very good - natured Woman: 
8s no more at preſent. My ! Love. to ous And 
Hh "AF Siſter. | I remain. 


Lou our Ong: #42 ene Brother, 55 
r Annan? 1 


93 8 p. 8. 1 beg for God Almi ohty's Sake, Nou 

: ; 6k would help me all that lieth in your 
Power; for I am loaded with den, . 

« js very: troubleſome to mee. 


. 5s © ov 7 A N 
— N 7 4 1 PRs -— 3 n n — 


” Directed as before. 3 
Dear Siſter and Brother, l os 1 g, I 5 54 1 
« 7 Beg that you would be TR good as to come 


8e and ſee me, for God's Sake; for I am very 
fick and weak; and this N icht we are all to 


4 
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be be Ale ian -d, and 40 morrow Morning 
VVV „0 e 


„ 
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i He go down to the Old Baihy; which is almoſt 
< ready to break my Heatt, when I think on it: 
*© But I hope God will give me Strength to go 
© through it; for I pray to him Day and Night. 
© Therefore; I beg you will not fail. to come or 
* ſend: But I ſhould be very glad if you would 
* come; for I want to-talk with you. I ſhould 


La 


| * be very thankful to you; if you would ſend 
45 


me a ſmall Matter; for IJ have borrowed: ſome 
to pay for ſome Pur}, for to nouriſh me; for 
there is not a Bit of Fire to ſit down by; and 
my Hips are black and ſofe, with lying on the 
* Boards ſo, many Hours. Therefore, I beg 
F you would excuſe my ſending to you's for 1 
know not what I ſhall, do with myſelf, I am 
ſo terrified with the Place. I do aſſure you, I 
have no Converſation with any of them in the 
Goal. 86 no more at preſent; but ſtill re- 
Your unfortunale, but loving Brother, &c. 


* 
. 


40 


cc 
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Another of his Letters was as follow: 


ar ad bog , Nee s. 
5 T 'HESE few Lines comes from your mi- 
& LL ferable, and unfortunate Brother, to let 


you know that I received your Letter, and the 
+ Sixpence which you ſent me, and am very 
- thankful to you for it; for it was of great 
Service to me; for we have nothing allowed 
us, but one Peny Loaf a Day, which is but of 
e little Comfort to us. Dear Siſter, I beg you 
* would afflict yourſelf as little as poſſible, for 
& your own Health's Sake, and your Family; 
| Far compoſe yourſelf as much as poſſible, and 
be affured that I am innocent of what I am 
charged with concerning the Robbery; for as 
"TM Horm NW * 004 


40 
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Gad is above all, and knows the Secrets of our | 
Hearts, I had neither Knife nor Stick in my 
40 e Hand,” neither did I meddle with the Wo- 
man; which makes me a great deal eaſier in 
my Afflictions. I pray to God Almighty Day 
85 and Night to pardon my Sins, and to receive 
<&: my Soul into his moſt glorious Kingdom; 
« which,” I hope, you will take care ſhall be 
<6 "OP er in the Church. I do aſſure you, it 
is a great Grief to me to think what a Diſgrace 


11 this finfobrite has brought upon myſelf and 


% Family innocently. - Therefore, I hope you 
«vill all forgive me. There is two poor un- 


be happy Wretches along with me, locked up in 
_ «<:darknefs';” never a Bit of Candle, but what 
c. e are obliged to buy (as they all do) at one 


<6, Pe a- piece. Therefore, 1 beg you would 


& not let me want a ſmall Trifle to get me Ne- 


« ceſſaries to comfort me. We have nothing i in 


d the Place to put a little Water or Beer in; 
therefore, 1 beg you would ſend a Pitcher that 


ee Will hold three or four Quarts, and a Book to 
read in, and a Blanket to put over me a Nights, 
„ which will be of great Service to me in my 


* Afffiction. The Keeper tells me, we ſhall be 
let out on Sunday for an Hour or two, and our 


«© Friends may come in, and fee us then; there- 


; _ „ fore, I beg for Go Amigbiy 8 Sake, you would 5 


come and ſee me then; which would be a 


us 'Conifort and Satisfaction to your afflicted Cf 


1 ther, Aer my Misfortunes; therefore, I beg 
«© you would not debar me of that one Favour, 
«My Bones are very . ſore with lying on the 


Boards, and I am very weak to what I was 
c when I was out. You may come in any time 


* on Sunday, and ſee me: And I beg you will 


“ Qefire my Friends to come and ſee me, if they 
« WC for [ Thould = glad to ſee them before 


« I de- 


« I depart this Life, and go out of this trouble-- 
" 5” World into, everlaſting Glory. I have 


„had no Meat from the Ly nr ſince Thurſ-* | 


„ day; therefore, it is very hard with me. We 
are thirſty, and have nothing to put any Drink 
„in; and I am hungry, and have nothing to 
« nouriſh me, but a Morſel of Bread; there 
fore, I beg you would conſider my Affliction, 


and ſend me ſome Neceſſaries as ſoon as poſſi- 


ble. Pray remember my Duty to my Father 
and Mother, and beg of him to come and ſee 


5 me: And my Love to all Relations WN 


— F riends. So no more at preſent from: + 

2 our 7 unfortunath, but ftill affeftionate, 
We, Aud loving Brother. 
1 Josnua Kipvex. 


00 P. S. Pray N my Relations and F eas A 


„ to come and ſee me, for God's Sake, and 


comfort me as much as they can. And 
I beg for Gods Sake, you would not fail 


e to ſend me a good Book, that I may 
0 read to the ppor Wretches that are with y 


e 


„„ „„ —— — „* 
* " cn 


Te Open 8 . — 


Jn 3 Leter af is, dated Jars 21, 1 . 
: he ſays: ZI 


cc 


To-day very ſafe, and am very thankful 
to you for them, and eſpecially for the Books, 


Which, I hope with God's Bleſſing, will be of 
* great Service to me, and the two poor Sufferers - 
along with me. The Letter which you ſent 
* me the other Night with the Prayers in it, I did 
< read over often no en, which was of great 


— — — — 


„ Comfort 


8 — — — > ro 


a7 
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« 1 Received the Things which you ſent me 
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Comfort to me. I do aſſure you, I will do all 
that lieth in my Power to make my Peace with 
„God; Who, I hope, will have Mercy on my 
< Soul, and receive me into his moſt glorious 
75 Kingdom, where I mall have Reſt eternal, and 
< be relieved from this wicked World; a World 
„full of Trouble and Vexation. I am ſorry 
“ you ſhould blame me for not having more 


Courage before the Judge, when you are ſen- 


„ ſible I never was before any Judge before, 


< which made it a great Shock to me; and to 


dt hear them wicked Nee * which fore ſo 
<« falſly againſt me. 
el beg you would not fajl ta come and e me 
To-morrow ; . you need not be afraid, for 


there is nobody that will hurt you. 


Pear Siſter, 'I beg you'll deſire my Father, 
and all my Relations, to come ang ſee me as 
e foon as poſlible ; for God Almighty knows 1 
„ have not a long time to be in this World: 

But I hope God of his infinite Mercy will par- 


don my palt Sins, and (for Jeſus Chriſt, our 


<« Redeemer”'s Sake , have mercy upon my de-. 
$6 Pen Soul. 9 72 


Josnua RIpp EN. 


8 5. 5. 1 Tk for Ged Amighty 8 8 2 


„ would not fail to come and ſee me To- 
6 morrow.“ 1 | 


LY 2 1 „ » ; 1 pots IN 
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In. FE Lerrer, dated January + 28, 17 54» 


: be ſays : Far 
«] Should be very glad if you would ſend me 
ce 


a few Oranges for to ſuck; for I am very 
dry, and I cannot drink Water nor Beer; and 


85 1 1 could cat A little Bit of Bread and Butter, if 


66 you 
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tc you would be ſo good as to ſend me a little 
„ Butter, I ſhall be thankful. I had my Couſin 
„ Worthington to ſee me on Sunday, and he gave 
« me Half a Pint of Wine mulled to drink, and 
« my Wife was with him. I hope my Father 
and Mother is well, and ſhould be very glad 

<« to ice them. I beg you would come and ſee 


me as ſoon as ppſſible, and ſend to me. So no 
se more at preſent, but ſtill remain, | 


Your unfortunate but loving Brother till Death, 
JOSHUA Kipvzn, 


His Caſe was publiſhed in the Dying Speeches; 
and a very remarkable one it was; in which he 
gives an exact Account of every Tranſaction pre- 
vious to and on that fatal Day to him, and moſt 
ſolemnly denies the Robbery, or that he had 
Knowledge of a Robbery, with his dying Breath. 
And amongſt other Things declares, that he was 


thirty Yards from the Woman and Man when 


the Robbery was s done, if any was done, 


The Ordinary of Newgate continues F 4 of f 
the unhappy Caſe of this poor Creature, ing. 


lis Friends, as ſoon as. they found what 
a Scrape he had got into, being alarmed 
< by his fending to acquaint them that he was 
committed, reſolved to ſee him, that they - 
might know whether his Calamity deſerved 
their Aſſiſtance or no. They went to him, and 
received the Account as hath been related; 
from which he never varied from firſt to laſt. T 
The Account he gave of the Matter, encou- 
** raged them to enquire further into it, that they 
might find whether his Story was true or not, 
K before an, * to ſeek wy Intereſt to 2 
3 1 18 : 
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< his Life. went to enquire for the Pro- 
cc ſecutrix; whe 1 was not to be found, tho' 
<« they enquired at the Houſe where ſhe lived, in 
* Brokers-alley in Drury-lane, as ſhe ſaid upon the 
e Trial; nor could Kidder's Friends meet with 
4 any one in her Neighbourhood that had heard. 
of her being robbed at all. 1 | 
Upon their ſecond Enquiry, they found out 
«where ſhe lived; and then the People of the 
« Houſe had heard ſomething of 'a Robbery 
< committed on her, but ſhe was: not to be ſeen. 
Her Character being enquired into, was re- 
ported ſuch, as (I ſhall only ſay what they 
told me, faith the, Ordinary) encourages them 
to believe the young Fellow's Story true; and 
e then they did endeavour to ſave his Life, but 
their r he had not the deſired Effect. 
However, their Enquiry was ſufficient to ſa- 
e tisfy them in their own Minds, that his de- 
claring himſelf innocent of the Crime laid to 
his Charge, did not proceed from a wicked 


Deſign to conceal the Truth, LS Was Truth 
8 itſelf,” ” 


Blee's 8 of theſs Fenn ins, exactly 
correſponding with Kidden's, I ſhall pleaſure my 
Readers with a Sight of his Information relating 
thereto, taken Tr gth of Auguſt 1754, (this be- 
Ing the firſt Time of my REAR: of Kidden 8 Af- 
fair) and which | 1s as follows : 


The Information of Thomas Blee, taken the gth of 
| | Auguſt, „ 


H I 8 Informant faith, That in the Month 
of December, or Beginning of January laſt, 
* Stephen Macdaniel of Scroop s-court, John Berry of 
: OPIN Mary Jones ot tar) London, 

£: Widow, 


24 


| „ 
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Widow, concerted and agreed, with this In- 
formant, to get, or introduce into his Com- 
pany, one or more Perſons, to commit a Rob- 
dery on the Highway, and afterwards to cauſe 
the ſaid Perſon or Perſons; to be apprehended 
and convicted thereof, and ſhare the Reward 
% . -_ 4, ont EEG Rei 
In conſequence whereof, this Informant got 
acquainted with 18 ua Kidden, at the Sign 
of the Caſtle in Chick-lane, :.at: the Bottom of 
Saffron-hill ; and the ſaid Kidde complaining for 
want of Work, this. Informant told him, that 
he could help him to a Job at Totienbam, to 
remove ſome Houſhold- goods for a Man that 
was afraid his Landlord would ſeize them for 
Rent. (Tottenham. being the Place mentioned, 
becauſe it had been agreed by Macdaniel, Berry, 
and Jones, that the intended Robbery ſhould be 
committed thereabouts, in order to intitle them 


to the ſubcriptionary Reward offered there.) 


* 
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Kidden very readily agreed to help this Inform- 
ant to do the] 5 this Informant promiſing 
him, whether they did it or not, to pay him for 
his Trouble, and likewiſe to jet him know the 
Time when it would be proper to go; and the 
firſt Opportunity afterwards, acquainted Mac- 
daniel, Berry, and Mary Jones, that he had got a 
Man that he thought would ſerve their Purpoſe; 
and Berry ordered this Informant to bring him to 
the Sign of the Prince Frederick in Leather-lane, 
under Pretence to drink, that he (Berry) might 
have a View of him ; which having taken, and 
approved of him, he appointed Monday, January 
0 which Day, Blee likewiſe had acquainted 
Kidden, that they muſt go and do the Job at 
Tottenham, A wp Oo FO 


K KH 


Berry, 


« * Conviction the more certain. 
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"AM Berry, Macdaniel, Jones, and this Informant 
© met that Morning at the Sign of the Auen 35 
'© bead, Hatton-wall. 

Berry had that Morning ſent this Informant ta 
0 be a mall Pen- Knife, and broke the Point off e 
it himſelf, in order to give it to Mary Jones, 
< that ſhe might be robbed of it; and likewiſe 
folded up a Piece of Paper in the Form of 4 
© Letter, and gave it to this Informant, which 
© he was to ſhew to Kidden, as a Letter to the 


e Perſon for whom they were to do the Jobb. 


< Berry likewiſe hired a Chaiſe of one Mr. Smith, 
< a Corn- chandler on Hatton- wall, for bim- | 
< ſelf and Mary Jones, and made uſe of his 


* own Horſe to draw it; and Macdaniel was to 


© walk. 
And the ſaid Berry, Mitdantel, and Mary 
© Tones, went to the Bell at Edmonton, and re- ; 


turned to the Plough at Tottenham, (as they af- 


< terwards told this Informant, and he verily be- 


© Heves) during which Time, and as had been 
agreed by Berry, Macdaniel, Jones, and this In- 


© formant, he took Kidden out of London, under 


| © Pretence to do the Job at Tottenham. That 


« "Berry having given this Informant ſome Mo- 


© ney to treat Ki with (about five Shillings) 


© he did, according to the Directions from B 


- + una the reſt, give that Money to Kidden, under 
© Pretence that he himſelf had got no Pockets; 
but with Deſign, that after Mary Jones ſhould 


be robbed by this Informent, Kidden might be 
<© the eafier induced to put the Pen-knife, 
© marked Half-peny, and Half crown, into his 


Pocket likewiſe; and they being found upon 


him, and from to by Jones, would make his 


And 


as 
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And this Informant ſaith; that they bought » 
Pork · ſteakes at a Shop in Leather: lane, and that 
they ſtopped and had them dreſſed for Breakfaſt 
© at the ſign of the Golden Lyon, at Newinglon- green; 
© that they had ſome Diſpute witk the Landlady 
b about dreſſing the Steakes; that they went from 
_ © thence, and then ſtopped at a ptiblic Houſe the 
further End of Newmgton Town, towards T ot- 

* tenham, and from tbence they went to the Plough 
at Tottenham, the Houſe he was ordered to wait 
at; that. they had ſeveral Pints of Beer, until 
the Landlord would draw them no more; that 

heiremembers the People at this Houſe were waſn- 
ing, for the Clothes hung about the fire to dry; 
that he heard the Landlord's Son ſay he was to 
go te Ring for a Wedding, that on the Landlord 
refuſing to let them have any more Beer, they 
went to the Sign of the Ship, being juſt oppoſite 
to the Plough; that they had at that Houſe, ſive 
or ſix-Pints of What they. call Half and Half; 
that the Landlord drank With them, that there 
were ſome Hedgers with large Gloves drinking 
at the ſame Lime; that this Infor mant during i 
part of this Time, not; ſeeing nor e f. 
the Chaiſe, left Nidden at that Ale-houſe, and 
weht out under Pretence to ſpeak to the Man 
_ * whoſe Goods they were to remove, but in order 
to find Macdaniel and Berry, and that he went 
towards the Bell at Edmonton; that at about 
dmhalf way he met the Chaiſe, with Ber and 
Aary Jones in it, and Macdaniel walking on the 
Cauſway; that Macdaniel adviſed him to return 
immediately to Kidgen, which he did, and when 
agreed) pretended the Horſe kicked ſo that 
Mary Jones was afraid to ride. That they ſtayed 
(there between two and three Hours until Night 
came on, that this Informant kept Kidden dur, 
Pr Ro” N - PT ing 
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1 Bull, there being a Pond on the left 


90. Ftrus md fall Netrutne, as 
ing this time, drinking at the 4 195 Ale- 
© houſe under Pretence of waiting to do the Job, 
< "that this Informant went out often under Pre- 
e 26 ben wd the Man, bur ue cake to 
* Maidamiel, and as ſoon as it was dufkiſh Mac- 
* daniel came in, had atwe-penny Glafs of Brandy, 
in 4 Wine Glaſs, and gave this Informant * 
0 tice that the Chaiſe was 3 | 
This Informant then, after: ping out, re- 
turned, and told Nidden, that he had feen the 
© Man whoſe Goods they were to remove, that 
he did not think it convenient to remove that 


«Night, that he had ſatisfied him for their 


* Trouble, and that they muft come again ano- 
© ther time, and therefore it was beſt to go home: 


And this Informant faith, that ſoon after they 


< had paft Tottenham High-Crofs, at about dne hun- 
Axed Yards before you come to the Sign of the 
Rand, as 
< you come to London; there Kidden and this In- 
formant paſt the Chaiſe, with only Berry in it, 
Macdanie being abreaſt of the Chaiſe on the” 


© -oppofite-Tide, being the right-hand fide of che 


A WP this Informant and Kidden being on che 
8 Alias Mary Jones was then walkin g by her- 


ſelf, and turning the Corner by the Bull, as had 


geen agreed dn, in order that he the faid A- 


ain might be preſent, or near, when this Inform- 
ant ſhould rob her; and he, this Informant, walked | 


Sith her about 60 Yards, being then near 
Ats to a little white Door in Sir Michael Faſter'sGar-" 


5 „den Wall. And this Informant ſaid to Nidden, 


you on, which he did, to about forty Yards” 
be „züge, he being juſt abreaſt of the ſeven Flme | 
«Trees; called the Seven Siſters,” Kidden not in 
che leaſt knowing or thinking of any Robbery 


by "intended at Which Time 3 Ts gave to 


0 this 
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*. this Informant half 2 Crown, a marked Halt- 

penny and a Pen- knife with a broken Point; 

» being at that Time at a ſmall Diſtance in 

* the Chaiſe. and Se ons ir Achael 

« Foſters's Trees, and both in light, 

very bright Moon- light Evening, RE 

full of People going backwards and forwards, 
and particularly five or * Men in, 


5 Be: 4p bangs, 
* Ia ＋＋ r 


— 3 and give 
2 and I will DEE 


< and ll by omen for Beppe, _ © 


MN. B. That Houle being at kk intended to 
take Kidden at. 
And this Informant faith, that Kidden emed 
much ſurprized, and greatly to dillike this Ac- 

tion ef his, and his Eder ; nevertheleſs, they 


went on together a flow pace till they came tos 


Ry, © the Bird-Cage on Stamford - Ell, and there Trap 0 : 
and drank a Pint of Beer, and then aſſed 
© wards through Newington; where would 
have croſſed the Fields to Thngton, but was per- 
2 | iaced. to 3 the main Neal by this an. 


ſeape. 

— nl "He further ach, that 1 Kin 
Land, and hearing the Chaiſe coming, pe by | 

ing Afzedaniet he faid to Kidden, walk on, and I 
© will follow you, and immediately AMacdanic! 
_ © paſſed this Informant who pointed to Kidden, 
5 © and who ſaw Macdaniel take him inte Cuſtody z_ 
and then this Informant got over the Bank and 

2 5 rolled the F ields to Old ſtreet, and waited at 
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+ the Sign of the London Prentice, by Berry s ordeę 
for the Chaiſe; i im order to have carried it home, 

© whilſt they went before Juſtice Wrtuzss, he 
being the Juſtice | fixed on, becauſe. they thought 
if they went before any Juſtice at :7; x Ar or 

Newington, they would be more Inquifitive and 

render their Scheme abortive, t 

gRut the Chaiſe not coming as enpetied, he, this 
c Informant went home and concealed himſelf for 
fome time in Berry's Hay-loft, but afterwards 
s coming down, and ſeeing the Chaiſe ftand, as he 


2 2 „ Þ 4 


$: thought: in ſome danger of being robbed of the 
'< Harneſs and Cuſhion, he therefore took them out 
and put them inBerry*s Houſe, and acquainted Mr 
+ Smith's Family (who was Owner of the Chaiſe) 
* therewith, andwhoſeMaidandthis Informant, put 
the Chaiſe in its Place; and then this Tn 
vent to the Sign of the Caſtle, at the Bottom of 
* Saffron-Hill, where” this Informant firſt got ac- 
- quainted with Joſoua Ridden; there he called for 
a Pint of Beer, but before he had drank it all, 
* being then about ten o Clock at Night, one John 
- Liugly came and called him out, as he ſaid, by 
* Cn s Order; and Jo at che Door ſtood Berry 
and Jones. 5 
Berry ſaid dn you, you Son oFs a'B---h what 
do you do here? Come away, for the Con- 
| X ſtable and Macdaniet are after you, and I ſup- 
© poſe they will bring Pontiow *.with them, on 
0 which this Informant ſaith, he did not go back 
for his Beer, but went with Berry and Mary 
Jones towards Hatton-Garden; and in going along, 
Berry told this Informant, that Kidder was com- 
mitted and had told the Juſtice this Informant's 
Name, and were he was to be found, and that they 
t would certainly have taken him, had not Mac- 
0 daniel inſiſted on carrying Kidden to Goal firſt, 
bin order to = Tim” to "ry to | Fog him "ot 


— | 
on Keeper of Nr, 774 
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* of the Way ; tho” indeed it was promiſed that 
if he, this Informant Was taken, the Woman 
Was to ſay, ſhe could not tear! to him; but 
this frightened them a little; and this Informant 
* ſaith, that he was generally concealed on. Days 
at Macdaniel's Houle: (who then lived in 4 ack- 
* lane, Rag-fair) and on Nights at Berry's; but 
bbeing ſuſpected by Niddens Deſcription, had 
ke to have been 17 5 by. Bath and Watts, two 
© Thief takers, but believes Berry made them' eaſy; 
© on which Berry erry gave him loney to go and 
* lodge in the Ment till Kidden was hanged, and 
(then he ſaid he could tell no Tales; and he did 
1 lodge about one Week in the Mint. 
And this Informant ſaith, that the ſaid Kid- 
den was proſecuted for this pretended Robbery; 
by Berry, Jones, and Macdaniel at the next Sef- 
; fins at the Old Baily, and executed for it in the 
February following; and that the ſaid gone, 1 
Berry, and Macdaniel, received the Sum of t 
five Pounds, and twenty Pounds as Rewards for 
the ſaid Conviction; out of which this Infoririant 
received about ſix Pounds, for his Share == 
Part thereof. 
And this Informant faith, that Mary Jer 
had on (at the Queen s- bead in the Morning) a 
Black Alt Cloak and Bonnet, that ſhe had ſome- 
thing in a Handkerchief, which he ſuppoſes 
was a red Cloak, for when he overtook her at 
Tottenham, ſhe had” 2 red Cloak over her black 
one, and that the had the ſame on at Richard 
Fones's Door, when John Ling called him out 
* to Berry : the ſaid Cloak ſhe put on as he ſup- 


5 poſes, to Keep out the cold, it- being very ſharp 
. We 8 


: 
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Signed THOMAS BLE. 


This Fnfordtiation of Blee J giving light to dint 
iniquitous Affair practiſed againſt, and to the tak- 


ns 
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ing aw: the Life of Kidden- (and whi ich without 
the ſaid Information, would in all Probability have 
remained For ever ny! fer © me * Seins one 


e 9 


4 Wa * "FIX I had 1 as 
eady related, for another Piece of Villany, 
oy in yt th and I was determined to uſe 
utmoſt Endeavours to cauſe the third Perſon, 
Mary Jones to be ſo too: Whereupon, about two 

or Jang Weeks after the 9 of the for- 
mer, 1 made enquiry for her, a was told b 
| bl her Nej hbours, the had left her Houſe ever ; 
very, and apprebending of the Thief- | 
* pat Maidſtone; * — could Iget any certain 
Intelligence of her till about che 2z4th-of Jamany 
laſt, Men Mr. Batter/on, a Marſhal's- Court Of- 
ficer came and offered to unto me the 
Place where the faid Mary Jones was conceated ; 
on which I applied to the worthipful Juſtice Her 
ding, Who — his Warrants to rehend her. 
On Sunday, Feb. 1, 1:56, I met Mr. Batter/on 
and a Friend of his, and Tom Blee by Appoint- 
ment, at Turnham-green, and from thence we went 
to Twickenham, at which Place, I Was 22 —4 
by Baiterſon, that the lived at the Houſe of Mr. 
Swan. Upon this, I got the Conſtable — 55 the ; 
Town to accompany 3 and we together went 
firſt up to the Houle, which is ſituated with one 


other Houſe only, at 11 upper end of a long 


Walk, with cloſe  Yew-he es on each fide. The 
bother Houſe front the Walk, and San's Houſe 
is obſcured from Sight on che Left-hand. _ 
It was agreed that Mr. Batterſam, his Friend, 
and Blee (this laſt being the only one in Company 
who knew Mary Jones) ſhould enter the lower end 


of the Walk, juſt as myſelf and the Conſtable _ 


turned the Corner of the OI at the top. 
1 31 e ee 


— 
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The Conſtable had told me going along, that he 
knew che Perſon wanted, and that ſhe went by 
_ the Name of Faxzy, but in this he was miſtaken ; 
and it ſp happened, that juſt as we turned the” 
Corner, I caft my Eye on Mary Jones going down 
the Garden, but was not certain it was ſhe, the 
ſhe anfwered the Deſcription; however, the Con- 
ſtable. at chat inſtant going to the Door; which 
ſtood open, and faying atoud to a Ferſon in the 
_ Houſe, how do you Mrs. Fanny, made me negleft 
_. ws Woman I had ſeen and gd to the Houſe : And 
afking the Perſon whom I found there, if her Name 
was Fongs (tho* ſhe did not come up to the De- 
ſcription” I had received ?) She anſwered, no. 1 
then aſked, if Maſy Jones was at Home ? She re- 
plied, no, ſhe was gone to Hampton-court,. and 
would not be back in leſs than 8 Fortnight. 
Zy this Time, Batterſon, his Friend, and Blez 
were come up; and being perceived by the People 
of che Heuſe fronting the Walk, the Miſtreſs there - 
of ( Mrs Sonden) came running to giveMaryFones No- 
tice to get out of the way; and not knowing as ſhe 
afterwards owned, that Mary Jones was run down 
the Garden, ſhe rung bare Hands and cried for 
God's Sake don't Fighiten us, what do you want? 
2 being anſwered, only to fpeak with Aary 
| She ſaid again, what do you want with 
her, the is at my Houſe, if 'you will not frighten 
her, you may dreck to her, if you will 80 with 
All this. was done, as ſhe Ader wurde owned, to 
get us from Swan's Houſe, that Mary Jones might 
cfeape.; and every Method was taken by her and 
the Woman named Funny, and ſome others to 
make her Eſcape the more certain. At this 
Time, came to me, Thomas Blee, and ſaid he had 
heard ſomebody calling out at the bottom of the 
5 Carden (which v we ooule not ſee by Reaſon of a 


_ croſs. 


— 
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croſs, Hedge) Who is: that bteaking the Pales? 
On vhich I concluded, that the Perſon that went 
down the Garden, was certainly Mary Jones, and 
that ſhe was fled that way: I hereupon purſued 
down to the bottom of the Garden, and went into 
2 Houſe, the Maſter and Miſtreſs 2 oppoſing 
me. And having got a Candle, and going into 
a little dark Celler or Vault, found 7 guess 
ſquatted cloſe on the Ground by the fide « of the 
Beer Stand: ' Blee ſaluted her by Name, as. ſoon 
as he ſaw her: and I asked her, 15 ſhe knew him? 
She anſwered, no; ſhe never ſaw the Fellow in 
her Life before .. I then aſked her, if ſhe knew. 
one John Berry; ſhe denied that ſhe did at firſt, 
but afterwards owned. ſhe did. K again aſked: her 
if ſhe knew Macdaniel or Eagan, or Gabagan, e 
which ſhe ſtrongly denied the Knowledge of. 1 
then aſked whether ſhe' had not proſecuted Houſe- 
breakers or Footpads with either of them, and. 
| ſhared Rewards with them? She declared ſhe. , 
never had received anyReward- for Houſe- breakers 
or Footpads in all her Life. 

She 135 deſired not to be PEE at 4 public 
Houſe, but that ſhe might be 3 go u 
to where ſhe came from; there after e Diſ- 
courſe, ſhe burſt out in a great Rage againſt — 
and called him Rogue and Villain to draw her into 
ſuch a Scrape; and then the ſwore ſhe would hang 
him, ſince it — ; ; and, ade wat ſhe ſaid, he 
would hang them all. 

By this Time. a Coach Was provided, and the 


Vas brought that Night to the Jeruſalem-tavern,. 


1 ee e and the next Day being Man- 
q, the 2d. of \Fibruary, the worſhipful uſtice - 
De ng attended there to examine her: I had 
like wiſe prevailed with Mr. Ford, to attend her 
Examination, he having been ſo kind to give his 
TEIN at the Time this worthy Magiſtrate 
granted 


. 
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granted his Warrants for the apprehending of her. 


During her Examination ſhe declared that ſhe- 


never ſaw Blee in all her Lite time, before Yeſter- 
day at Twickenham. © 2 
Said, the Occaſion of ker going to Edmonith the 
Day ſhe was robbed 'was, to —_ after one 
Marrice, 2 Taylor, who owed her Money. 
That ſhe neyer ſaw Macdaniel, nor was in his 


Company in all her Life, till chat Day ſhe went 


to anton, and then overtook | Tam. on the 
| Road. 10 . „ 4 


Said, that 1 they were at the Bell at e. 


ton, ſhe ſent Macdaniel to enquire after Morrice, 
| who was faid to live three Doors from thence ; 


and that the ſaid Macdaniel brought Word he was 


not to be fotind. 


Said, the Reckoning came to about eighteen : 


Pence or two Shillings, and that Berry paid it. 


Said, that when they ſet out from the Bell, they 


ſent Macdaniel forwards to get ſome hot Pot ready 
at the Plough againſt they came. And afterwards 


ſaid, that when they came to the Plough, the Horſe . 


kicked, and that occafioned them to ſtop. 
Being aſked: to reconcile that, with getting the 
bor Fo ready?  -* > 
Said, ſhe did not K but it was the Truth. 


Said, they ſtaid at the Plough till it yas N ight,. 
and then ſet out for London. 


Being aſked what the Reckoning came” to at 


the Plough, and Who paid it? 


Said, about two Shilling, and that Berry paid : 
it, becauſe ſhe had no Silver ; that ſhe offered to 


un 2 Guinea there, but could ts 
That when they ſet out, ſhe by Berry 8 pirec⸗ 
tion walked'a little until ſhe came near the Seven 
iter (Seven Elms Trees ſo called) and that ſhe 
there Was robbed, by 22 and another ; that | 


2 
** g 
o . 
=»  & 4 
: Wk * * . © — 1 
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Berry was near her, but 1 das N where 
Macdaniel was. 1 
Being aſked, what ſhe 1 was rob a 

Said, one — a a crown. 4 aro, 


99 HS &4 *% 


OE 1 * had the 5 AR — here, h 
told Bexry, otherwiſe, becauſe he ſhould 0 
Said, ſhe was to pay the Expence o Days. 
and that ſhe did pay Berry 115 © OE 
Said, the Kalte * was taken on ta 8 
he held to her. Throat, 5 bus 2% the: Cele, © 
loſt, nor none of her Mon My 
Declared, that ſhe never ſawBerry 
from that, Time, until the Trial 105 Kitten. 
Said, ſhe never received nor claimed any. 3 
of the Reward. 0 
Owns, ſhe was. preſent at the Settlement of tha 
Reward, before the Recorder, 
That ſhe, was allowed twelve Pounds, but never 
12 it; can't Wir EN: Pe her Mark e to Irs, 


S444 


ao ng that 8 a 1 NM ran 
* of the Garden on ſeeing 2 N Kan, and 3 
got over the Pales, and run into 

Houſe, and hid. herſelf i in Aar, "YC fear. 3 
being prevailed upon to 0 her Note, fox three 
Pounds, which had been demanded. of her; and 
not from any fear of being taken up or arreſted > 
upon ang Account Apen f. 55 

- ſhe left her Pn e in Broker Falle and 

. — 


n — — 2 8 


27 No Enife was taken on Kidder, 
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2555 and lived in the Country ſoon After Kidden's 
does not know who the ether Man was 
2 her, ever ſaw Him befofè dr =_ 

410 dees not knew his Name: and that the We 


ririce Enes to the Pliigh at Tuntenham tb enquirb 
after Morrice. 


Tus Exinnination belng over, aid My Erg 


and the worſhipful Juſtice Having 2rtehtively en- 


3 the Matter; they declared thut the Caſe 
as quite new, and that it was their Opinion 
it amounted to Murder, or at leaſt it ought in 
_ that light, to be ſubmirted to the nn \ 
the Court. Upon which the worſhipful Juſti 
was pleaſed to commit her to Newgate for 
the wilful Murder of 7 gow Kidden, &c. 
and Warrants of Detainer for the like Crime, — 
2 by the faid Juſtice, to detain Berry 4 
Macdaniel alſo in Newpate. 
Two Days aftef this, viz. Feb. 4; 1586, Macs 
daniel. was examined before Alderman Rawlinſon, 
_ UJuſftice Sperling being preſent) at Mr. Ackerman „ 
the Keeper of Nugati's Houſe. 
When bein yt if he knew Mary Does % 
Anſwered, He knew her very well, had den 
: bern in her Company; knew her in her Husband's 
: Lift- time, and had been at her Houſe. 5 
Being afked the Occaſion of his OY chat 5 
Day to Tottenham ? Anſwered, Mary Jones, her- 
ſelf e employed him to go, in order to arreſt à 


Man; “ and that ſhe promiſed to give him a Gui- 


nea, if he did arreſt the Man. That when they 
came to the Bell at Edmonton, Mary Fonss and he 
vent out together to enquire after the Man, whoſe 
Name was Morrice ; ſhe. went firſt and he follow- 

ed at a little Diſtance, in order to take à View of 
| him; "_ 29 2 went to ſome dun 2 a 
O2 ittle 


* N. B. Mamma was once c a 5 Crart- "Officer, but dif. 
charged for Mirbrhaviour, Dee, * 755. which was preaetes” 
to this Aber, | 
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Uttle Diſtance from the Beli to enquire, / but did 
not find him; that they left the Bell and went all 
together to another public Houſe, ſtay d two 
Hours and had Hot- pot, and left that Houſe in 
the Evening: he walk d, and they in the Shui, 
but that ſhe was robbed on Foot. | 
That when ſhe had been robbed, ſhe got into 
VB Chaiſe to Berry, and that he drove after. the 
Thieves; and overtaking Macdaniel, deſired him 
to take them, 3 an that he took Laa near * 
n 
W. E have: now followed the Aves: in this 
diabolical 'Tx'actpy, to the taking away 
the Life of another, a poor, almoſt friendleſs and 
innocent Creature. We have traced the Pepetra- 
tors of this moſt black and moſt accurſed Villany, 
* 2 all theit intricate Meanders; neither 
could I entertain the Thoughts of relinguiſhing 
the Purſuit; till J found theſe Monſters fixed in 
thoſe. dreadful Appartments, appointed. for the 
Feception of the Delighters in the ſhedding of 
Blood ; the Deſtroyers, of the Repoſe and Tran- 
quility of the human Race. _ 
This done, I ſhall in the next Place ankabie to 


Fat al the Informations from whence ſprung 


forth the Indictment of thoſe ſcarcely to be pa- 

ralleled Villains, STEPHEN MACDPANIEL, Johx 

BERRY, and their artiful and bloody-mined Ac- 

complice Maxy Jones, for the wiltul-Murder of 
(the ſaid innocent Creature) Fcſpua Ridden; in 
maliciouſly cauſing him to be unjuſtly apprehend- 
ech falſly accuſed; "tried, convicted, and executed, 

well knowing him to be innocent of the F act 
las to his Charge ; with intent. to ſhare to them 

ſelves: the Reward, e, ond 

Bled's Account of this Affair, «hich : is the 

| Foundation of all the reſt, I have | St already. py 

| * 


* fe.. 10 77787 ELF = =. See Z 5e, Te. 
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| hs next followeth the Information of Rickard J ones, 
| wubich ſets. forth, 
-H AT he keeps the Caſtle Aulos, at the 
bottom of Saffron-bill, and that he very well 
3 that on the Thur/day before Jaſbua 
Haden was taken up, for robbing one Mary 
Jones; that Thomas 'Blee and another Perſon, 
_ © fince known to beFoſbua Kidden, were at his Houſe 
drinking, that he heard Blee tell Kidlen he could 
help him to à Job, to remove ſome houſhold 
Goods at Tottenham, if he would go with him 
there; that whether they did the Job or not, 
bhe ſhould be paid for his Trouble: chat he 
heard Kidden ſay he would go with him. That 
© Blee and Kidden. were at his Houſe on the Salur- 
| © day and Sunday following, and likewiſe on the 
ky And Morning, and both faid they were then 
{ going into the Country; that he rem 
© Blee came to his Houſe that ſame Night, and 


- « had ſome Beer; that he was called out in oreat 
1 : haſte, by one Jobn Lingley, and left his Beer 


behind him, and did not return to drink it: and 
that ſoon after this came Macdaniel, Pentlow, and 
= 5 a Conſtable to take a Man, as they ſaid, for 

© robbing on the Highway, but found none; that 

they did not aſk for Blee, but Pentlow ſaid Mac- 
© Janie) was the only one amongſt them that knew 

the Man they wanted; that if Macdaniel had 
© aſked for Blee,* he believes he could, very cafily 
have found him. 
That ſoon after Joſbua Kidden was condemned, 
© (and hearing ſo much talk of im, and the Rob⸗ 
bery) he began to think it muſt be the ſame 
Man that went with Blee, and that he had tre · 
paned him; he therefore went to Newgate in 
"order to be , and found Fl Perſon con- 


" 1 demned 


, 41 Ab ac thas Tine wore a b Ee 5 dovch Hat, 
. agrecable to what Mary Jones ſays on the Trial of Kzaden, 


2 0 * A mn 


10s -H'trit ind fhihful Narrative, S. 
*-denined.by the Name of Foſs Kidder, was the 
< ſams who went, with Bier _ his Houſe to 8⁰ 
3 ge . Oe ny z * 2 7 1 

it: ' RICHARD zortes: 


"Thi Wife of . aig Richard 1 confirms 
Teſtimonys and ſhe moreover declares; that 
mel was ſo far from mentioning the Name 
of Blee, that ſhe quatteled-with him for atternpt- 
ns to . up Stairs without R was wb was s in 
f ter. 0 5 


— 


2 


ba Informatian of Mrs. Sarah lr, Mitreh of 
ti Golden Lyon, dt. Newington Green; ibe 
Houſe that Blee ſaith Kidden and be break- 
Faſted at, on Pork Steakes, as they toent 15 Pena | 
ham, Jamnary the th; 1754+ SCARE] 
ls tnformant” faith, that ſhe very wo 
1 remembers to have dreſt Pork-ſteakes for 
- tod Men in «Morning, and believes I to be two 
Tears ago, in January laſt; that they ſat at a 
« Table in the Bar- room, over againſt the Fie- 
1 that they were pretty difficult, and be- 
haved but very indifferent.” That the charged 
nee for dreſſing, according to the Cuſ- 
tom 'of her Houſe, but they found Fault with 
it, and the abated it. That one of them was 
« with the Small Pox, and on ſeeing ok 


4 u de is "confident be is that way Per- 
| On | | 


| T be Fon m wn; mats Mis, who wes 
be Sign of tbe Plough, at Tottenham, fets forth. 


HAT on Monde) Fonuary. 7, 3 54: he 
bs ſaw two very N tors of Men, the 


© one in 4 lightiffi Coat or Waiſcoat, the er 
With 4 3 Hat on, drinking at the ſaid 
o Tos e kept by ki his F a Gnee deceaſed) 


aA 8 LE. 


13 Hache . 


* 
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Sith, that on his ſince ſeeing; Blꝭs, he verily be- 
liexes him to be one of them? Saith, it was waſh» 
< 1ng-day,. and that he went with fone. others to 
l þ gel 3 1 of a My 
ding. t on his return in ven 

Faber told him, two Men, one of which N 
© and a tmp who came in a Chaiſe, had been 
", Ae all the Afternoon; that ho won- 
dered they ſtaid til} Night, when their Fre. 155 
* rence for flopping was, Wat ehe Harſe kicked.” 


b rmation 0 annah Ch $ 10 Ri þ rd 
Te ufo ee er TE. -- 


"F AT en Moll, hobelheins hene N 
- 1754, it being Waſhing-day at her Fa- 


© ther's, ſhe attended there; chat hor: Brother 


went that Day to ring for a Wedding. That 


in. the Morning two Strangers fat Drinking in 
the en and went from thence to the 
Hud at the oppofite ſide. of the Way, her Fa- 
« ther refuſing to E 5 them any more Beer. On 
< feeing Blee ſince, this Informant faith, ſhe ve- 
3 fy. delle ves him to be one of them. . 
' © She remembers likewiſe, that about two 
| o'Clock, two Men and a Woman with a 92 | 
by came there, whoſe Company her Father 6 
not like, and thereu pon be Yi Son, who is 
fince dead, to watch. 1 that they did not ſte 
_ © ſome ef the Linen. Upon their going away, 
they wanted to change a Guinea, which ; Boe Fa- 
+ ther refuſed, fearing: they would cheat him. 
de further faith, that according to the beſt of 
©. her Remembrance: and Belief, about the time 
of the Chaiſe going away, the faw one of the 
Men who came with it, ſtand talking at-the 
« Door of the Ship- with one of the Men wha was 
© * Ginking at der TASTY in the Morning”. | 
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Willians Davis and his Daughter at the Ship af 

7 Doren ba ," oppoſite to the Plough; confirms the 

Teſtimony 'of Ble, and of Richard. ackſon 

and his Siſter,” as far as relates to Blee an 

another Man being at ber Houſe on the i of 
Tanga a abox ve-mentioned.” | | 


5 


Nobert Bell. and Willi jam Robiſon Furnpike Men, 


at Stamford- Hill, the firſt of theſe being aſked 5 
Was ney he rembered of this Affair, faith, 


HA as the Man and Woman (Berry and 
Mary Jones] came through the Turnpike 


. in a Chaiſe, the Woman ſaid ſhe had been rob- 


bed; and being aſked if he or his Partner had 


told them that two Men had juſt ran through 
* there as faſt as they could,“ and that they had 


been thereabouts for two or three Nights; he 


© ſaid that he was ſure no ſuch TR was, or 
hi 


could be told them, for no ſuch Thing had 


happened, neither had K been alen eh 4 
1 QI: e t . 


* 


William Robertſm EE "the ahve. wich 55 


: this Addition, That as the Chaiſe came up to 


the Gate, a Man was leading the Horſe, and 
another Man ſeemed to — 5 abreaſt of the 


c Chaiſe on the Cauſeway. That this latter got 


over the Stile juſt as the Chaiſe went throu a 


© the Gate. That he head the Woman lay 


© had been robbed near the Seven Siſter. - wy 


5 cheleſs, ſhe putting her Hand in her Pocket, 
fſaid, She was Richer than ſbe thought for, for. ſbe 
© bad got balf a Crown and ſome Half-pence, which 


< Halt-pence ſhe gave the Man that led the Horſe.* 
"Richard Gwinett, Richard Man and Henry Smith, 


being the Patrole at that time, I aſked them if 
| theys or either of them remembered tha Time 


when 


® Seq Page 79: 


A tru und ad Natrlive, "We. „% | 


5 when Taſoua Kidgen. was, taken? They anſwered 
yes, , Well; then I aſked them, if they told 
| Berry that two Men had run paſt them? or if Ber- 


or the Women in the Chaiſe. aſked t 


10 


Pp them? They all ſaid no, they never A . 


them 3 and were never aſked - . them by any | 
7 7 in the Chaiſe; that they heard ſome talk 

of a Robbery, and when, they came to Adams's a 
public, Houſe, the Sign of the Senn, be- 
tween Kingland.: and- e, reer heard the” 
En EL I: hee, rod 


oy 20 19 
hoo! 1 en e er nnn 25 
Job * a | Butcher at Mein, Cres f. ths 
F1HAT he e was the ch or th af 
Fauna, 1754, as he Was Along 
| « EI Road in | evening, he ſa 17 5 Rien 
* forcing another Man into the Houſe of Mr. 
8 Het; that being deſirous to know wha was 
8 . the Matter, he went in and ſaw Macdaniel and 
Berry; Raving Fo oſbua Kiddep in their C uſtody, : 
charged with a Robbery; that knowing 8 
5 wal Kiddens“) Father, he aſked him about it, on 
© vhich he cried much, and ſaid he never robbed 5 
Man; Woman; or Child in his life, and never 
had ſueh 4 Thought; and ſo perſiſted All the 
Time he was there f He Faith 1 that Mary Jones 
came in and ſaid, this is the Man that held a - 
Knife to my Breaſt, and I will ſwear to him. 


That Macdaniel or Berry did not like that he IS 


«+. ſhould talk to Kidden, and therefore, He, this In- 
* formant went away; and that he thought at 0 
that Time the Man was Innocent.“ 5 

Henry Palmer, Brother to the above yo: was 
preſent gat the ſame” Time, and conß med what 


his Brother had ſaid. "As does likewiſe” Mrs. 
+ e of the wan Wi 


” 
—4 | ; 2 
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Mr. Piggot: and his Wife, whi keep the Bal, at Th: 
750) montan, both de cared, 


F 15 AT they: remantbeted Nedim 
and A4ary one's being at their Houſe 7 
6 —— 1754, but neither Of them know 6 tie, 
Lid Jureg s making Enquiry: after any Body. 
They further class, That they” have not 


<. ſeen (to their Knowledge) the id Jones from. 
that Time toi this; and that. they knaw: nothing: 
of one Morrice a Taylor, her of any ſuck Per- 
5 00 $ nee e in rr Dee 4 


My. 1 0 WI benim RR, Gerl = 


"faiths ys 1. WBI OI. 4 1 


Ao! 


oem. —— way later, and: charged with: a 


© Robbery, be was ed he. was: to: be 


{6 is.uſual, in a ſuch, -Cales,. Macdaniel replied, he · 
. been, at. Newington about Buſineſs, but did- 
not 4735 he remembers, thatche had been. at 
© Edmonton, Saith, that Kidden ſo. far from 


* OWAINg. A Robbery, (a8, is, alledged) cried: ter- 


1 1 0 Wera Madina bk „ 


1 When Kidden was brought: by 


— 


«£ page 2 acrifica 3 in ordeꝝ to ut Money into 
© their, Pol 50% that he Apen e queſtions 

- 13M  Macdame!, | , he came ty be thexecſe/ luckbly,” 
© and wonde. 8 +5 no, Mobb: followed, them, as 


« ribly, that he ſtrongly inſiſted from, firſt ro: laſe | 


EX EAA there), that he knewf of no Robbery, but 
c that he had been, employed by One 9 Blee Ho 

to go 19 Tottenham, to, remove ſome houſhald:; 
Goods, and: if, the Woman was robbed; it was 


© by him the. ſaid Blee.; ſaith, that Berry, Mac- 


daniel and Mary Jones was preſent whem Kidder | 
0 — that Declaration. eee eee And 


e „ 


Keen 8 n " 
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ges Pay 97, and 99. 
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And he further ſaith, that when hie was making 
the Recognizance for Mary Jones, he aſked: her 
© where ſhe lived? Macdanie! anſwered, . in Long- 


Arte, in the Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields: 
© he then aſked, if ſhe was married or a Widow? She 


* anfivered a Widow, and added, Macdaniel could 


E \ 
© veral Years, and that he knew her in her huſ- 


© bands Life-time ; and he faith, they, both then : 


declared they were old acquaintances. Mr. 


Mr. Thomas C ooper, the Conſtable that bad Kidden 
i Charge, and carried bim to Goal, ſaith, 
HA he often declared himſelf Innocent 
I of any Robbery, and ſaid that one Tho- 
Cc 
© remove ſome houſhold Goods ; that if Mary 
© Tones was robbed it was by him the ſaid Blee, 
and that Adacuaniel, Berry and Mary Jones were 

preſent, and heard Nidden make that Declara- 
tion: 5 That after Kidden's Commitment was 


made, he ſaith, he propoſed to taken Kidden 


1 Heng with them, and go to the Caſtie at the 


ttom of Saffron- Hill, to endeavonr to take 


8 Blee, Kadden ſaying, he got acquainted with him 
© there, and did believe they might eaſily find him; 


but Macdamiel replied, he knew, Blze and would 
Ne take him before he ſlept, and inſiſted on carrying 


* Kidden (whom he pretended to look up as a deſ- 
+ perate Fellow) ro Goal firſt, for fear (as he 
+ {aid) he ſhould make his Eſcape. He ſaith he 
J at laft conſented it ſhould be as Macdaniel pro- 


© poſed, and charged him and Berry to aſſiſt him, 


— — — — 
%% DL oy Sh 
. $ They never in ſuch Caſes told the right Place of 


ode. 


3 Le 3 RP = * 


vave told you, for that he had known her ſe- 


© mas Blee employed him to go to Tottenham to 


Pe. | 1 
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© bur Berry deſired to be excuſed ſaying, he, was 

© Lame, and could do but little Good, but he 
© infifted he ſhould go; Macdaniel e he 
might be excuſed, ſaying, they could do with- 
" out him, and ſo Berry went away with Mary 
Fs it being then about 9 or 10 o Clock at 

ight faith; Mary Jones had on a. black 
Cloak and Bonnet, and 4 red Cloak over it, 
and that Mary Jones was preſent at the Payment 
of the Reward at the Salutation in Newgate-ſireet, 
and had, as this Informant believes, 15 Pounds 
for her Share and this. Informant further ſaith, 
that he went on Sunday March 14th to Nwegate, 
and was ſhewed into a Room where there were 
ten or twelve Women, amongſt whom was 
Mary Jones; and that he picked her out, and 
ſays that ſhe is the ſame Perſon who ſwore 
OE Kidden, before Juſtice WirkEks.“ Dy 


THOMAS COOPER. 5 


1 ; 0 , , - = iy "©: 
„ 6 & «(8 OS 
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John. Lingley, now * the Pariſh of & Saviout, . 
Southwark, declares, Nö 


HAT ſometime in Januamy 1754, Abont ; 
nine or ten o'Clock at Night, he being 
chen! in Chick-lane, was called to by Berry, who 
he knows very well, and who deſired him to 
ſtep into the Coſtle- Alebouſe, and aſk if my Lord 
© Blee was there, and if ſo, to tell him to come 
© to him immidiately ; and this Informant ſaith, 
© he went and aſked for Blce, and was directed to . 
„ him in a back Room, and found him with a 
Pint Pot before him; and that on being called, 
* he came and left his Beer behind him, and went 
away with Berry, and a Woman who was in 
-« his Company; that ſhe was a ſhortiſh Woman, 
and had on a red Cloak and black Bonnet; 
and this informant faith, that on Monday wer 


2 „* — 


8 
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© the eighth, he went to Newgate order to ſee 


© Mary Jones, that he was ſhewed into a Room in 


5 which were ſix or ſeven Women, that he directly 
pointed dut Mary: Junes, and ſays, he is ſure 


dme is the ſame Woman that Was with Berry 


when he, this Informant, called Blze out of the 


© Caſtle; and that ſhe," Berry and Bler went away 
* together up Saffron- Hill. 
Anne Lingley, wife to the above, and Servant 


at that Time to Berry's Wife, or Company-keeper 


confirmeth the Acquaintance of Berry, and Jones and 


of Berry and Blee; and that Berry ſupplied Blee with 
Money, a Guinea at one time, and ſaid, that was 


the laſt he was intitled to. 
Anne Wal ſon, who was Servant to the ſaid Berry's 


| Wife confirms the N . e 1 25 ones and 55 


* very fully. 


Mr. GARDNER, Clerk to the Recorder, more- 


over declared, That on the firſt of March.1754, 


he attended the Claimants to the Reward upon the 
Conviction of Foſbua Kidden, at the Salutation in 


Grey Friars, N. egate- free ; and witch he a as 
follows, v. 


To Man Jones, 317 17 0 0 
To 1 Macdaniel 120 00 
70 John Berry, 8 „0 
and to Mr. Cooper the Conſtable | 5 
1 Te 40 * 
Ile at che Gin Ti ime produced the: Receipr | 
99 yu 
* Mary Fones her Mark, + 
Stephen Meacdaniel, 
John Berry, © 
2 4 _ 


A 
+ et. A. _ 4. th as. th — ed my 


"* = 1 


* See Page 93 "yY d 
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5 me of he Kab. lame thing. 
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co the Lords of 
{ſtance in an Affair of ſo much Conſequente 6 
the public Juſtice of the Nation. 
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aur ien, Hiagh-Conftable of Migbary Divi- 
5 1&ft the Execution uf g 
quaintkd wich bis Nelariom) Jaſt a the Ce 


was: about being drawn from under the Tad 


Maden, he epOſttilated with him; told ham what 
Afterriwle ion t would de of his Gift, 


dir with a Lie in his Mouth: When the pobr 


Creature in the moſt. ſolemn Manner proreſted 


"his Innocence; and that he neither robbed the 
of ter be drieriſelF, neither did he know any thing 2 


robbed. 
Ordinary of Mengen, has ares 


Mr. Taylor, 


5 N85 poſſeſſed of the Wiegeing Evidence, 

s ſafe in Newgate, as. before 

after her Commitment, vin. 

eb. th, 1756, 8 my humble Memorial 
Treaſury, praying their Aſ- 


Lordſhips very readily referred the pro- 


e e e Bavy 20d- dan 26 Wer 
Lordſhip's Solicitor Mr. Sharpe, under whoſe 


great Care they have been accordingly indicted, 


tried, and convicted for the wilful Murder of 
khat unfortunate Youth Foſhua Kidden, by thus 


compaſſing his Death, and afterwards executing 


their moſt execrable purpoſe | in the Manner above 5 
telated. 


But a Queſtion having 2900 upon the Trial, 
whether the Facts they ſtood indicted of, amounted 
2 Law, to mutter err NK Ny xr 


